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In this appraisal, I will be commenting on the essay titled, “How did the media contribute to the growth of a youth culture in the United States during the 1950s?” 
	To begin, the essay includes a combination of both primary and secondary sources relevant to the essay question, which are clearly referenced to, and cited in the footnotes and bibliography. I believe that the essay engages with the sources, although the author fails to provide detailed evaluations of them. The author should have debated the sources, particularly Coleman’s “The Adolescent Society” which is the essay’s most vital source, in greater detail. Thus, this does not give the opportunity for the author to provide their own personal opinion on the sources, making it a weakness of the essay. 
	The argument is persuasive and consistent throughout the essay, and is substantiated with evidence. The essay answers the question, although in a round-about way. The response is equivocal, and does not immediately get to the point. The author’s tone does not remain authoritative throughout the entirety of the essay, and instead seems as though the author is simply stating facts. This is shown in the over-use of detail in the essay, which is not useful or relevant. To me, the essay reads in a narrative manner and not a scholarly debate.
	Whilst the essay is written well, the author could have potentially organised their stream of thought in a better way, making the essay flow better. Perhaps the author could have used shorter, more concise paragraphs to discuss their points, and more connectives when linking said paragraphs. In the essay, there are instances of good phraseology and word choices. However, I thought that the author had occasionally chosen to include rather sloppy phrasing, including “imaginary Fifties teenager”. I believe that the essay has been proofread, but not adequately - for example, the author makes some selected points, but does not cite references. The grammar and spelling is of a good standard. I believe that the essay has been through a drafting process, though perhaps not a redrafting process, for there is still room for improvement.
	The referencing in the essay is effective and consistent. There is a footnote in every paragraph, which validates and supports the author’s claims. Referencing to Coleman’s study is sparse but relevant, and quotations aren’t overused – evidence supports these quotations.
	The essay lacks a substantial introduction, and does not outline what will be discussed in the essay. Instead, it gets straight into the argument, in a paragraph too long for an introduction. The conclusive paragraph gives a convincing argument and supports it with quotations; however, due to the length of the paragraph, the conclusion is not easily distinguishable. The author does not seem to give much thought to the conclusion, and thus it seems weak. Perhaps the author could have explained their argument and evidence in a concise paragraph and then finished with a clear conclusion.
	To conclude, the essay is well-written and the main argument is substantiated well with relevant primary and secondary evidence. However, the author on occasion, offers irrelevant information and is equivocal. Additionally, the essay lacks a substantial introduction and conclusion, thus the structure of the essay is a weakness. The grade that I would give this essay, based on the assessment criteria is 64.
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