WRITING FOR THE  STAGE
LESSON Y

Aristotle:

Aristotle (384-322 BC) the Greek philosopher was a unifier. He unified much of philosophical thought and also brought to our understanding of drama and how it works, the concept of the unities. These are the unities of Time, Place and Action.

Essentially this means that a play takes place over a particular time like a day or a weekend, in one place like a drawing room or on the steps of a Greek temple and the action ie. what happens, is about one thing. Some plays use this, some don’t. It’s worth keeping these in mind because they can bring a focus to the work.

While it’s probably true that for Aristotle, plot was the most important element of a dramatic work, in modern theatre character and the characters’ story is the most important.

A drama contains both plot and story.
Essentially, the story is what happens to the characters, the plot is how it happens.

You could say that the story is the emotional journey of the characters while the plot is the mechanics of that journey.




“What audiences crave in drama is an understanding of




people and ideas through the forward-moving connection



of incidents…”

A story is made dramatic by the linking of one event or action to another.

Drama has little to do with inactivity. Drama deals with people in extremes: under pressure and in trouble.

Critical to drama is  the idea of  acting. Ie. characters causing events (this is why random intervention like weather and disasters are unsatisfactory).

“In its highest sense, drama makes powerful statements about

the human condition. It reveals truths about our world and ourselves, truths that rise out of characters acting under the pressure of conflict,

needs and desire…putting a character under pressure and keeping your character in trouble will assure two things: that the audience will find out what the character is made of, and that the story will move forward..”

As well as character Aristotle also identified five other elements. In all, the six are:

Character

Action

Ideas

Language

Music 

Spectacle

Character:

Here are some things that make up a character:




Wants




Needs




Desires




Fears




Phobias




Addictions




Weaknesses




Strengths




Intelligence




Whether devious




Whether funny




Ethical stance 
Dic Edwards
