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Assessing the differences between an ideology and a reality of an anticapitalistic world?

Introduction

For my coexistent perspective, I have chosen to access materialism and society through the film Fight Club and the vagabond, the Leatherman.  A material practice is not thought to have one specific definition but rather is seen as an umbrella term for the way people choose to spend their money. This can differ according to a person’s culture, political views or economic status. (Filimowicz, 2019) There is a wide range of different material practices that we have become reliant on for many different reasons.  Some people like to dress in expensive clothes and wear gaudy jewellery as a display of their wealth as if it’s a matter of importance for the rest of the world to know how much your attire cost you and how accurate its representation is of you as a person of your so-called wealth.  Many people can also use this type of formality in the holidays they go on, or the restaurants they visit and even the cars they drive.  If you see a person driving a car such as a Jaguar, a BMW, a Range Rover, a Mercedes or a Bentley, we typically associate that the driver of that vehicle having a great deal of money in their bank account.  This can be stretched even further with sports cars such as Lamborghinis, Porshe’s and Ferraris, however we’re less likely to see them depending on where it is we live.  I myself, drive a 2015 Vauxhall Corsa sting.  This is my second car and when my previous car broke down and was basically irreparable due to the cost, I had to buy the cheapest car I could then afford at the time which was this one.  Although this car has its moments of being faulty, it is still a good car.  The car gets me from A to B, just like any other would but, I still love the idea of getting a car much more appealing to the eye regardless of whether that car may not be as efficient as the Corsa.  I would love to be able to afford an Aston Martin DB5 like James Bond drove in several of the Bond movies but is it worth the cost of an average of $700,000? (carandbike, 2022) To me the answer is simple.  No.  I feel the same about many other items that certain people long for and although I have been guilty of that myself, I have come to realise the item itself does not justify its cost. 

Theoretical background context 
In terms of materialism, my focus is on clothing.  A necessity that many including myself are guilty of caring slightly too much about and put too much money into. It is thought that the average American spends $134 on clothing a month which amounts to over $1604 a year, with men spending slightly more than women.  (profound-answers.com, 2020) Why do we wear clothes?  Simply to keep us warm as well as it being a legality to wear an appropriate level of clothing in public.  We wear them to protect us from the cold. We wear different types of shoes for walking, social events and for preference.  The word preference is important as we all have our own and tend to express ourselves through the items of clothing we wear.  
To get a better thought process of what clothing does to society, we need not look further than to read Marx’s communist manifesto and allow the psychology of consumerism to be unleashed upon us. In Esther Leslie’s ’The murderous, meaningless caprices of fashion’: Marx on capital, clothing and fashion. Culture Matters, Marx read literature written By Nicholas Barbon who is believed to have kickstarted the theory of want over need; Marx was a reader of Barbon, and cited him at the start of Capital in relation to ‘wants of the mind’. The capitalist mode of production and consumption is one in which constant novelty, change, dissolution is at work. This is how Marx and Engels characterised it, in The Communist Manifesto (1848), and one of their most quoted lines acknowledges this: ‘All that is solid melts into air’.” Implying that all materialistic items in question are in fact worthless and obsession with such items is entirely meaningless. This statement was followed with the ideology that capitalism is just for sake of making changes for the sake of change and not for the better; “Capitalism needs constant novelty, if only to keep sales buoyant, for its cellular unit is the commodity. Fashion delivers novelty, or better, epitomises this constant churn, this production and consumption.” (Leslie, 2018 p.2)
Items of clothing with dark and or disturbing backstories can also not deter a consumer purchasing a product under their branding, whether it may be sweatshop labour, child labour, payment decreases etc, a buy-product obsessive would still pay for it. For example the designer brand Hugo Boss.
Win Ko Ko of Yangon University of Economics, mentioned in their study of brand equity of Hugo Boss watches in Yangon, that the Boss company was initially saved by the Third Reichs rising strong hold over Germany in the early 1930’s and that; “Due to the economic climate of Germany at the time, Boss was forced into bankruptcy. In 1931, he reached an agreement with his creditors, leaving him with six sewing machines to start again. Hugo Boss AG, often styled as BOSS, is a German luxury fashion house headquartered in Metzingen. It was founded in 1924 by Hugo Boss and originally produced general purpose clothing. With the rise of the Nazi Party in the 1930s, Boss began to produce and sell Nazi uniforms. Boss would eventually supply the wartime German government with uniforms for organizations such as the Hitler Youth and Waffen-SS, resulting in a large boost in sales. After World War II and the founder's death in 1948, Hugo Boss started to turn its focus from uniforms to men's suits.” (Ko Ko, 2019 p.23) 
The company although not created because it saw a crack in the door, was still willing to make profit by any means necessary, even so far as using slave labour to craft their products; “Hugo Boss for a long time remained silent about their history. During the Nazi years and in the late 1990s, it became known that the company produced SS uniforms and that the company had employed around 150 forced laborers to meet the growing demands. This is linked to the company’s history in 1931 which changed when Hugo Boss became a member of the Nazi Party. As more people joined the political movement, more uniforms were needed and companies like Hugo Boss got the jobs of producing them. Tailoring for the Party became Hugo Boss’ main business. From 1937, Boss’ only business were the uniforms they produced for the party. The Nazis created a huge demand for uniforms and all ministries in the Party had their uniforms. Note, and remember, that a totalitarian regime sets up and opens up new possibilities. A company can make big deals and sign contracts which are huge in terms of their impact on jobs and contracts. Companies that collaborate with the regime as Hugo Boss did was because of Hitler. Hitler promised not just that he would make Germany ‘Great Again’ but that he would bring jobs back to Germany. He would revive the industries in Germany and many of those businessmen saw an opportunity in the Nazi Party as a possible partner.” (Malhotra, 2020 p.2)

For two years I worked as a sales advisor at Debenhams.  During that time, I had to familiarise myself with many different designer brands including Levi’s, Wrangler, Jasper Conran, Jeff Banks, Ben Sherman and many others.  This position is quite interesting to look back on given I wasn’t very versatile in my own fashion, and I am still not.  It’s rather ironic that my way of living was by persuading people to buy clothes myself and go into such intricate detail as to why they should buy that product, knowing full well that I would never buy it in a million years because I was totally aware of how many returns or complaints we had on certain items of that brand, for their sizing or how poor the material was and how it shrunk and ripped after one or two washes.

Case study 1 – Tyler Durden – The man, many men want to be

Tyler Durden is one of the primary characters of Chuck Palahniuk’s novel Fight Club.  Fight Club was adapted into a film of the same name, directed by David Fincher in 1999.  In the film, Durden is portrayed by Brad Pitt and he stars alongside Edward Norton who portrays the films protagonist, simply credited as ‘The Narrator’.  In my opinion this character is probably one of the best written in fiction.  Tyler is depicted as a consumerist hating, cigarette smoking anarchist in the story.  He is fuelled by his determination to see a world where men are not ruled by obsession and fear of not being enough and are instead living in a state of total freedom. 
According to Karl Marx, the capitalist mode of production is designed to gain wealth by the activity of many but only truly benefitting a small minority of people. Marx believed that the distribution of wealth was unfair as those who were truly benefitting from it were not actually producing anything themselves but rather they employ people to do the work for them who then take a small sum of the earnings whilst the rich capitalists were taking the majority of the wealth and hadn’t actually done any of the work. (Marx’s, 2021) Similarly the plot of fight club whose main character Tyler Durden seems to be so wrapped up in rejecting a capitalist society, has a lot of close connections with Marxist theory. Just like Karl Marx, Tyler Durden too believed that a capitalist society was what was wrong with the world. Fight club can almost be seen as fantasists’ way of dealing with capitalism. (Lizardo, 2007) 
Tyler Durden is revealed in the final act of the film to be a fictional being, an entity created by the Narrator who suffers from insomnia and from his lack of sleep has psychologically created Tyler as person he wishes he could be.  This is emphasised many times over the film subtly, and it is something every person can relate to in terms of how we wish to see ourselves; “I look like you wanna look, I fuck like you wanna fuck.  I am smart, capable and most importantly, I am free in all the ways you are not.” – (Movieclips, 2015) 
It implies that we are all too overly concerned with looking a certain way so people might acknowledge us and possibly throw a compliment or two our way.  Its unnaturally natural. In Marxist Film Theory and Fight Club by Anna Kornbluh, it allows the viewer to briefly evaluate why Tyler looks the way he is being envisioned by the narrator; “Tyler starts with looks, bringing home the connection between image culture and available vocabularies for selfhood: we define ourselves as images; selfhood is a moving image, a film we play for ourselves and for others. We see ourselves being seen. (Kornbluh, 2019 p.134) 
 If I buy a new car that looks smart, shiny and new, people could stop and say “Wow, nice car” or “Nice car mate.”  The same rules apply to what we’re willing to share on our social media for the world to see how amazing and glamourous we think we are.  It begs the question to what it is we really need and a few flashy items of clothing we waste a large percentage of our monthly income on, will not make much of a positive difference.
Throughout the film, we witness Tyler dressed in very eccentric clothing.  Some of the clothes are rather stylish whereas others look as though they were purchased from a charity shop.  This indicates that this identity the Narrator has created, wears whatever he wants and can still look good but also has a greater understanding for the fundamentals of clothing, he is wearing them simply because he needs to wear clothes, regardless of how mismatched and unfashionable they may be, its for the purpose of survival.  He wears three different leather jackets, most notably a 70’s red blazer style jacket.  There is a brief piece of dialogue in the film that could tie the reasoning for why the narrator is seeing him dressed in that way.  When the Narrator crashes a car, believing Tyler to be the driver, he is brought back home to recover from his injuries, drifting in and out of consciousness, he hears Tyler discussing the world he envisions and says; “In the world I see - you are stalking elk through the damp canyon forests around the ruins of Rockefeller Center. You'll wear leather clothes that will last you the rest of your life. You'll climb the wrist-thick kudzu vines that wrap the Sears Tower. And when you look down, you'll see tiny figures pounding corn, laying strips of venison on the empty car pool lane of some abandoned superhighway.” (www.youtube.com, 2010) This is further emphasising that Tyler is being vocal about abandoning all capitalistic ideology and living in true freedom and the only true goal is survival.
[bookmark: _Hlk121907264]The short focus on leather is a very true statement, as leather is one of the few materials a person can wear that would genuinely last them the longest periods of time, depending on the quality and care given to it.  When we are first getting to know Tyler, we get an understanding of attitude towards unnecessary items that we have now become accustomed to, Tyler also brings up a very valid point about certain pieces of materialism that are in reality not a requirement for human survival.  He goes so far as to point out that it’s become an addiction and fixation for people to strive to be someone they want to be and it involves having to look a certain way.  He asks the narrator if he knows what a duvet is and proceeds to follow with; “It’s a blanket, just a blanket.  Is that essential to our survival?  In the hunter gatherer sense, no.”  Followed by “We are buy-products of lifestyle obsession.  I say never be complete, I say stop being perfect.  I say let’s evolve, let the chips fall where they may.” - (Fuad Hariz, 2012) 
Despite being a figment of a mentally ill man’s imagination, Tyler is someone most men can empathise with.  He makes valid points about how badly humans have evolved and how we are fixated on celebrity news, the cars we drive, the clothes we wear and the grooming products we use. At the age of nineteen, I worked as a brand specialist/supervisor for a Jack Jones concession at a Debenhams store.  Jack Jones being a male designer brand and me having a thirty percent staff discount, I took advantage and bought what I thought looked nice.  On my last shift, I purchased a biker style jacket.  I still own the jacket and it fits fine however, I did not need this jacket. The jacket for me, served as an item that could display a more masculine and clean cut look. The same ideology for this purchase can be said of the narrator in Fight Club when he discusses his buy-product obsession for his apartment and how much more complete it made him feel in the knowledge that the more things he had, the more he would fit into the normality of society. In Paul Skinner’s Fighting for their place: Constructing masculinity in Chuck Palahniuk's “Fight Club”, the discussion materialism altering masculinity is what has a strong hold over the narrator in the novel; “Palahniuk‘s narrator uncovers the meaninglessness of post-industrial consumerist masculinity: ―I am stupid, and all I do is want and need things. My tiny life. My little shit job. My Swedish furniture. I never, no, never told anyone this, but before I met Tyler, I was planning to buy a dog and name it, Entourage. This is how bad your life can get”(146). He criticizes the emasculating effects of post-industrial consumerism, which does not provide meaning. Such consumerism is a cyclical trap that suppresses masculinity, intelligence and differentiation between needs over wants. Palahniuk‘s narrator wants to return to a masculinity that is not ornamental. The idealized masculinity he envisions is a return to post-war masculinity.” (Skinner, 2011 p.9 to 10)
I had and still have plenty at home in my wardrobe gathering dust, waiting to be worn when I feel the timing is just right for them to make an appearance.  This jacket is not leather, it is 100% polyester, which is made for cold weather but not crafted to withstand rain and ultimately the test of time like a genuine leather jacket would. This jacket was not even purchased by me for the purpose of keeping warm in the winter.  At the time of purchasing the jacket, I was concerned with making the most of my discount whilst I still had it so I wouldn’t have paid a whole fifteen extra pounds for a jacket that will be out of my life before I even reach my thirties.  As I grow older, I realise more how little I truly care about what people think when it comes to my personal style.  As of right now, I typically wear this jacket for when it is cold and a black waterproof Regatta jacket (also bought from Debenhams) that is made for hiking purposes and is perfect during heaving rainfall and severe wind conditions, the price I paid for that jacket is without question, now justified.  It has served me in the worst weather I have had the misfortune to be out in but at the same time I was fortunate enough to have been wearing the appropriate clothing required. Tyler Durden would approve of this transaction. 

Case study 2 – The Leatherman – The man Tyler Durden wanted all men to be
[bookmark: _Hlk121951436]The Leather man is an American historical figure who is rarely discussed in popular culture.  The Leatherman was a homeless person/vagabond who travelled around North America, specifically New York state and the state of Connecticut on foot for many miles and over the course of many years during the 19th century. (DeLuca, 2013) There is a song by the grunge band, Pearl Jam, which is titled ‘Leatherman’. The song is very fast paced and is entirely about the Leatherman. The choruses of the song are taken from the history that is written about him.  He was known to not say much but was always on time to collect food from the local people who were happy enough to provide it to him.
“Makin' the rounds ten miles a day
Once a month they'd spot him, here's what they'd say
"Here he comes, he's a man of the land
He's Leatherman, smile on his face, an axe in his pack
He's Leatherman, Leatherman, Leatherman.” – (genius.com, n.d.) 
There has been much controversy over the identity of the Leatherman and is background.  He was rumoured to have spoken in broken English and sometimes would speak in French, leading many to believe he was of either French or French-Canadian decent (Capo, 2019, p. 76) Various sources have suggested that whenever he was asked a personal question regarding his backstory, he would either remain silent or carry on walking his route to avoid answering.  The handcrafted leather suit was said to have weighed roughly sixty pounds which equates to twenty-seven kilograms.  (Capo, 2019b, p.74 + p.75) Leatherman would typically travel up to ten miles a day on foot so it must have been exhausting for him carrying that amount of weight, whilst also protecting him from weather conditions, he also must have built a great deal of strength in carry that amount on him daily.  The distance he travelled between each state equated to roughly three hundred and sixty – five miles of travelling via walking.  Disregarding the controversies and theories about him, the man was homeless whether by choice or not is unknown however, he knew what was required to survive.  He was given his name from being seen walking around, draped from head to toe in hand crafted leather.  This is very clever on his part; he wore material that would withstand the test of different terrain and weather and would literally last him until the day he died.  According to the website, ‘Legend of the Leatherman’, the Leatherman; “Would visit harness shops and accept donations of leather scraps which he sewed together himself into his outlandish outfit.   His clothing consisted of a leather hat with visor, a pair of trousers which went well up to his chest, held by suspenders, a leather greatcoat which extended just over the knees, and a pair of wooden soled shoes with leather tops.” - (leathermansloop, 2009) 
Leather is by no means a cheap material, especially now. I recently purchased a cowhide leather jacket on eBay, for the price of eighty pounds.  That is considered cheap for a genuine leather jacket as most go for much more, typically around one hundred and fifty pounds onwards.  Leather is one of the few materials that will last you for many years.  This jacket will last me for at least twenty years if I were I were to wear it on a regular basis and take care of it.
The Leatherman was much smarter than it would seem as wearing such apparel would ultimately save his life in 1888 when America faced what is now known as ‘The great blizzard of 1888’. According to an article written on history.com, the blizzard was a violent hurricane that; “caused more than $20 million in property damage in New York City alone and killed more than 400 people.” - (History.com Editors, 2009) 
It is not known for certain how the Leatherman survived such a brutal storm.  He was known to take refuge in various caves along his route and the only form of survival can be narrowed down to the suit he had crafted and his sheltering in the caves themselves.  In an article written by Les Hewit for historic mysteries, the Leatherman’s vigorous routine was disrupted by the storm but he remained vigilant to continue his journey; “When 1888 brought a severe blizzard to the area, quite a few residents were more than concerned for his welfare. Leatherman managed to live through that harsh period and carried on his routine regardless.” – (Hewitt, 2018) 
This would only last him a short period as he died the following year, in March 1889.  According to many sources including The Advertiser, the Leatherman was found in one of his caves.  Perhaps he felt it was where he wanted to spend his final moments, in absolute freedom; “He was found dead in 1889 in a cave in what is now Briarcliff Manor; he was given a pauper's grave in Sparta Cemetery, which holds some veterans of the American Revolution.” - (Fitzgerald, 2011) 

Conclusion
In conclusion to my study of materiality’s and its consequences I have come to discover that certain items require more money devoted to them than others. Specifically clothing that can withstand the test of time and is affordable. I refer to my previous statement about leather jackets. A leather jacket could withstand heavy rainfall as would again, a polyester one would but the water would seep through it, causing the material to erode and eventually ruin the jacket entirely, ultimately making leather the superior material. 
I look in my wardrobe every now and then, to see if there is something I have not worn in a while and sometimes I may wish to put that item on. I looked down at the floor of my wardrobe at a pair of shoes that I bought over two years ago.  I have worn these shoes twice.  That is almost one wear of them a year thus far.  The material is suede, so it would serve me a better purpose during spring or summer.  Suede lasts for a long period just like leather however, it too can not be worn in the rain as water would damage it completely.  So, looking back, perhaps I should have bought a regular pair of trainers made from leather. We get what we pay for, and some things are worth the money and some things simply are not.
I will close this study by quoting one of my favourite quotes from Tyler Durden in Fight Club.  This is by far one of the truest statements I have ever taken from a film and it completely changed my outlook on the things I have in my life that I never needed, and it has now got me questioning if I even want them at all.  In a scene with Tyler and the narrator that I have mentioned several quotations from, Tyler closes his statement to the narrator about buy-product obsession with; “The things you own, end up owning you.” – (Fuad Hariz, 2012)
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