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1. Hello, my name is Leanne Peake and today I shall be discussing some key Historical milestones in which has shaped the progression of Youth Work in both the UK and Wales.

2. In order to understand the development and progression of Youth Work, we must first pinpoint the origin of Youth Work and then explore a chronological timeline.
Rose (1997) explains that ‘There is no agreed definitive starting point for youth work, mainly due to the fact that it grew from a number of individual organisations’.

3. As early as the 1700s, organisations such as Sunday School’s can be linked to Youth Work – Griffith Jones of LLanddowror is a prime example of this with his Striking Experiment in Mass Religious Education in Wales.
As stated by E. Wyn Jones (2020) READ SLIDE.

4. Now that we have a basis of where Youth Work started, it is also relevant to note some of the policies and events that lead up until my chosen Decade. As you can see from this slide and what is to follow, there is a chronological timeline that introduces Policies such as;

· The Althorp’s Act in 1833, The Mines Act of 1842, The Elementary Education Act in 1870 and the raising of school leaving age in 1889 – all of these polices were effectively put in place in order to protect the Young People’s Formal Education and Welfare.

5. Again, as reported by Rose (1997), further policies were indeed introduced in the run up to and after WWI, but the most important one to note is the Government’s need to intervene within Youth Work due to welfare concerns of the Young People at a time of war which resulted with the development of the National and Local Juvenile Organistaions’ Committee in 1916. 

6. Now that we can understand how Youth Work Projects and Organisations were advancing in the run up, and following on from World War 1, it is interesting to find how detrimental Youth Work was in providing for the Young People, their families and communities during World War 2 and the years that followed. Therefore, my decade of choice is the Years between 1939-1949.   

7. As reported by History.com Editors (2021), Just two days after Adolf Hitler invaded Poland, both Britain and France declared the start of World War 2 on Germany on the 3rd September 1939.


8. But how did this War affect the Young People? 
As stated by Hughes (2020), READ SLIDE!
9. Although the Imperial War Museums (2022) states that the Government’s evacuation scheme was voluntary, Trueman (2015) reports that nearly 2 million children were evacuated and most lived with strangers. This would have been a terrifying experience for many Young People, with a lot of uncertainty and emotions of whether they would see family, friends and their homes again.

10. Many Young Men were also liable to serve in the Armed Forces, BBC (2005) describes that READ SLIDE
Although some young men would have felt ‘EMPOWERED’ at the chance to ‘fight’ for their country, others would not have been able to express that they did not want to go. Not only would this have had an impact on Young People’s mental health, but also their communities, families and jobs that they would be leaving behind. 

11. As expressed by BBC (2022), READ SLIDE…
The 2nd World War saw many Young People having to step up and help provide for their families.

12. As illustrated in the photograph’s Young Boys turned their hands to Horticulture inorder to provide food for themselves and/or families.

13. But how was the Youth Work Practice affected?
At the Start of WWII it was reported in The Service of Youth Circular 1486 (1939), that the War had already emphasised the lack in Clubs for Social and Physical recreation. This resulted with the urgency that all local education authorities and voluntary organisations cooperate in order to establish Youth Committees within their areas. 

14. This resulted with an increase of Young People attending Clubs such as Boy Scouts, Cubs, Sea Scouts, or even volunteering to take on the job roles of those men who had been called up to war; as illustrated in the photograph on the Left, a 15-year-old girl took on the role of her regular milkman (Hughes, 2020).

15. This is another photograph taken in Pembrokeshire of a ‘NON-FORMAL EDUCATIVE’ sewing lesson for the evacuated girls from London.


16. Here you can see a chronological timeline of some of the policies and events which took place during the years between 1939 and 1949. 
After observing this decade, I conclude that although World War II was catastrophic in many ways to Young People, their families and communities, I believe it to be a detrimental turning point in that of the Youth Work Practice.  As without the challenges that were faced at the start of the war would not have resulted with the report ‘The Service of Youth Circular 1486’ (1939). Without this emphasis to combine organisations and authorities to work together, would not have led to individual Youth Committees in each area. Youth Work proved a popular ‘normalisation’ amongst the Young People during their time of need, which then resulted with the McNair report (HMSO, 1944) and the Jackson report in 1949 where both enforce the ‘NEED’ to Supply, Recruit and Train Youth Leaders for the development of Young People.

17. THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!




 


