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‘Explore the public’s perception of the vulnerability of the victims of county lines’



INTRODUCTION:
As drug dealers seek to evade detection there has been a new trend in the way in which they operate, and this process has been given the name of ‘County lines’. The process involves organised criminal groups moving and supplying drugs from cities to more rural areas lines (Metropolitan Police, no date). Usually, these gangs exploit children and vulnerable adults in order to run their operation (National Crime Agency, no date). Children are used in county lines to do most of the day-to-day operations, this exploitation helps to maximise profits and gang members are distanced from the act of physically dealing drugs themselves (NSPCC, 2022). Not only are children exploited during the process, but the gangs target vulnerable adults and take over their homes and this tactic is known as ‘cuckooing’ (Leicester Safeguarding Adults Board, no date). A fundamental part of this business model is the manipulation and coercion of children and vulnerable adults. The focal point of this project is the exploitation used in county lines, and the current response to the emerging issue. Although there is a lot of information about county lines and statistics, the aim of this research is to gauge the public’s perception of the issue and their knowledge. There is lots of information available about county lines and its victims, however the main focus appears to be on the exploitation of children. It is the aim of this project to raise awareness of the targeting of vulnerable adults also and provide information on what signs a vulnerable adult is being exploited.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
As part of this project research will be conducted through the means of a questionnaire. It is intended that a sample size of around 30 people are asked to complete the set of questions. The objectives of this research are; 
-To identify what the participants' knowledge of county lines is and their understanding of the term.
-To explore what participants’ views on the exploitation that is used in county lines drug dealing. 
-Finally, to explore whether they believe that there are county lines gangs operating in the area in which they live. 

The aim of the questionnaire is to gauge; the public perception of how people become involved in county lines and their understanding of the term. To do this a range of open and closed questions will be used. 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
In addition to the research proposed information already available will be accompanied with the new findings. It is intended that a wide variety of sources are used. The use of publicly available information from agencies that specifically safeguard children and vulnerable adults will be used. Also, as this is a topical issue there are lots of available articles which will be utilised for this project. The project will gain statistics from government official reports. The questionnaire will hope to show the public’s perception and views of county lines, as it is believed to be an area which is lacking.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
It is proposed to carry out the research outlined above a questionnaire would be the most suited. There are a number of reasons for this. Firstly, it is a much more time efficient method to reach a large sample size over other methods such as interviewing. As a set of questions can be established and inputted into a questionnaire and sent to a number of people at once, not only this but it also saves on organising to meet with people face to face and arrange an appointment to conduct this research. A questionnaire allows the participant to conduct it in their own time which is likely to result in a higher participation number. It is also a very cost-effective method due to its simplicity. The aim is that 30 people respond and complete the questionnaire in order to reach this and gain participation. This would be the best suited method for this kind of research, as it will look at the participants own views it is likely that by being sent an electronic questionnaire it will get the most honest and accurate answers.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
For this research a target of 30 people will be asked to complete the questionnaire. This is a good sample size to get a range of answers. It is the intention that this questionnaire will be sent to people over the age of eighteen, it will not seek the views of any experts or people with a particular interest in the subject topic. As the intention of the research is to gain public perception.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Ethical issues have been considered during this proposal but after some time there are no prominent ethical issues from conducting this kind of research. This is because all participants will be above the age of 18 and consenting adults.




	TIME SCALE:
The first stage of the research will be to create the questionnaire, carefully considering what questions are asked whilst referring back to the objective of this project. Once this has been finalised then the questionnaire will be sent out to 30 participants and will remain available for two weeks in order to allow full participation. This research can then be collated into data to use for the dissertation project.
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