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[bookmark: _GoBack]Exercise in Dating Medieval Records 

1.(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering. 
Richard II’s accession to the throne took place on 22 June 1377.[footnoteRef:2]  This means that the 8th year of his reign, the regnal year, began on 22 June 1384 and ended on 21 June 1385, the last possible date this event could have taken place. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a fixed feast, observed on the 15 August.[footnoteRef:3] The calendar for the eighth regnal year of Richard II calculates this date as Monday 15 August, with the Thursday immediately after being 18 August.[footnoteRef:4] Therefore, the above record can be confidently dated to Thursday 18 August 1384. [2: Handbook of British Chronology, Third Edition, Ed. by E.B. Fryde, D.E. Greenway, S. Poret and I. Roy, (London:  The Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 40.]  [3:  A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, New Edition, Ed. by C.D. Cheney and Revised by M. Jones, (England: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 78.]  [4:  Medieval English Genealogy, ‘Reign of Richard II’, <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg12.htm> [accessed 28/08/2018].] 



(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
Anian was bishop of the diocese of St Asaph in Wales.[footnoteRef:5] We may presume this record refers to the first Anian, consecrated in November 1249, and not the later Anian, consecrated in 1268. This is because Anian I was immediately preceded by Hywel ab Ednyfed, who in turn was preceded by Hugh, Abraham, and Reiner (to whom the record refers).[footnoteRef:6]  The first year of Anian’s pontificate ran from November 1249 to November 1250. The feast of St Mary Magdalene is observed on 22 July.[footnoteRef:7] This means the record must have a date of 23 July 1250. [5:  Handbook of British Chronology, p. 295.]  [6:  Handbook of British Chronology, p. 295.]  [7:  A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, p. 78.] 



(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton].
Firstly, it is impossible to immediately establish which Edward this record is referring to.  However, we might be able to determine who John de Ketene was. Listed in the Handbook of British Chronology is a ‘‘John Ketton’’, bishop of Ely in England, who was consecrated on 6 September 1310.[footnoteRef:8]  The first year of his episcopate, and thus the period within which this record may be dated, ran from 6 September 1310 to 5 September 1311. This means the record can now be dated to Edward II’s reign, of which the fourth regnal year began on 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.[footnoteRef:9]  This narrows the possible time frame, from  6 September 1310 to 7 July 1311. However, if we find out the date on which Easter occurred in Edward’s fourth regnal year, we will be able to give a precise date for this record. Easter of 1311 fell on 11 April.[footnoteRef:10] Ash Wednesday occurs 46 days before Easter Sunday.[footnoteRef:11]  Using a calendar for the reign of Edward II, we can establish the date of Ash Wednesday was 24 February.[footnoteRef:12] Since the record is dated the day after Ash Wednesday, its date must be Thursday 25 February 1311. [8:  Handbook of British Chronology, p. 244.]  [9:  ibid, p. 38.]  [10:  Medieval English Genealogy, ‘Reign of Edward II’, <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg10.htm> [accessed 28/08/2019].]  [11:  K. Givens, ‘What is Ash Wednesday? & Why do Christians Celebrate it?’ (08/11/2018), <https://www.christianity.com/church/church-life/what-is-ash-wednesday-why-do-christians-celebrate-it.html> [accessed 28/08/2019]. ]  [12:  Medieval English Genealogy, ‘Reign of Edward II’ <http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/cal/reg10.htm>  [accessed 28/08/2019].] 



d) Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

In this example, it is not very helpful to know the king’s name, since there have been eight kings of England called Henry, seven of whom reigned during the medieval period. The earldom of Chester was also held at various points by: Ranulph le Meschin (created earl in 1120-21; died circa 1129); Ranulph ‘de Gernon’ (the latter’s son and heir, born before 1100; died 16 December 1153); and Ranulph ‘de Blundeville’ (born circa 1172; died 26 October 1232).[footnoteRef:13]  Ranulph ‘de Blundeville’ died without any legitimate children.[footnoteRef:14]   However, the Ranulph referred to in this record appears to have a son named William. This would eliminate Ranulph ‘de Blundeville’ and give the record a date of 1153 or earlier.  It also places the record in Henry I’s reign (5 August 1100 until his death on 1 December 1135)[footnoteRef:15], since Henry II’s reign comes too late (19 December 1154 until his death on 6 July 1189).[footnoteRef:16]  Since the record cannot possibly predate 1120, there being no record of anybody by the name of Ranulph holding the earldom of Chester earlier than this date, a preliminary estimate for the date of this record might be given between 1120 and 1150. [13:  Handbook of British Chronology, p. 454.]  [14:  ibid.]  [15:  Handbook of British Chronology, p. 35.]  [16:  ibid, p. 36.] 

       Geoffrey Ridel must have been recently deceased when this record was made, since it contains the king’s instructions concerning the distribution of Geoffrey’s lands and the marriages of his heirs. This would appear to concur with royal protocol concerning a man working for the king. There is evidence of a Geoffrey Ridel, who held the office of Justice of England after 1114,[footnoteRef:17] but died on the White Ship in 1120.[footnoteRef:18]  If it is assumed that this is the Geoffrey Ridel to whom the record refers, the record cannot have a date much later than 1120, the year of his death. [17:  M.P. Rapin de Thoyras, The History of England: Volume 4; Part 2, Third Edition, Ed. by N. Tindal, (London: J. 
   and P. Knapton, 1747), p. 254.]  [18:  J.A. Green, The Government of England Under Henry I, (England: Cambridge University Press, 1989), p. 170. ] 
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