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1. Aims and Objectives:

The main aim, is to find out if Ecotourism could be beneficial for Gibraltar’s Environment. Apart from the main aim, there are three objectives. Mullins (2013) explains that objectives set out the goals in specific detail and explains the aims to be achieved and the desired outcomes. The first objective is to critically research and explain the advantages and disadvantages of Ecotourism. The second objective will consist of considering the level of emphasis placed on Ecotourism with the tourism industry in Gibraltar, and reflecting on the suitability of Gibraltar as an Ecotourism destination using different methods of primary and secondary research. 

The last objective is to understand whether Ecotourism will be beneficial to the local environment. For these objectives, the researcher will be using the SMART objectives model. This model helps to reduce the misinterpretation and/or the unclear expectations of the objectives within the research proposal (Richman, 2006). Mullins (2013) clearly explains what each letter of SMART is and what they mean, below you will see what Mullins (2013) stated:

· S = Specific = Clear, detailed and understandable as to what is required.
· M = Measurable = To monitor and measure progress towards achievement of the objective.
· A = Achievement = Challenging but obtainable by a competent person
· R = Realistic = Relevant to the goals of the research with a focus on outcomes of achievement.
· T = Timebound = Outcomes to be achieved within an agreed timescale.

2. Rationale:

Tourism is a major industry for much of the world, it is also a very large industry which can be broken down into many different types of tourism. The country’s geographical location will depend what type of tourism will be popular for that area. The reason for this research is to find out the suitability of Gibraltar as an Ecotourism destination. This Dissertation also sets out to find out and record the opinions and thoughts of those who live and work in the industry of tourism within Gibraltar. 

3. Literature Review:

Ecotourism can be defined as a form of tourism, which can involve traveling to remote, undisturbed areas. The intention of Ecotourism is to bring a low impact in comparison to the large, sometimes negative, impact that normal mass tourism brings (sciencedaily, N/A). Ecotourism is known to focus on conservation, education and traveler/visitor responsibility. These principles will allow for a sense of appreciation and a certain sensitivity towards a particular Ecotourism destination area or host community. 

Valentine (1992) attracts the attention towards the familiar ‘two-way interaction’ between Ecotourism and the environment. He suggests that the act of Ecotourism is seen to be both contributing to conservation as well as providing the enjoyment of nature (valentine,1992). Since nature has been identified as being the primary motivation for the travel and act of Ecotourism, it has allowed for the increased awareness of nature and brining forth a larger amount of knowledge on the conservation of nature within the desired destination. Wearing. S and Neil. S (1999) explains that “Ecotourism is a vehicle for the enhancement of an understanding of environmental values, as well as an activity which has arisen due to a fundamental shift in the way nature is viewed by society”. In other words, Ecotourism is upon us to drive the appreciation of the environment as well as providing the opportunity to educate those about the activity of conserving such values. 

Drumm (1998) argues that it is important for local communities to become involved in viewing Ecotourism as an easily accessible development alternative which in many cases can help improve the quality of living standards without compromising culture and natural resources. Involvement by local communities comes with many benefits which can help improve the quality of the tourist experience. It can also generate some income for the use in resource conservation management as well as the social and cultural benefits (Page. S and Dowling. R, 2002). 

Gibraltar is a fascinating place; it is situated on the southern tip of the Iberian peninsular. It is a British overseas territory and is home to a population of roughly 30,000 inhabitants. It’s a relatively small nation at just 2.6 square miles, the human population resides around an enormous majestically shaped limestone rock. However, up on the rock you will find the majority of Gibraltar’s interesting wildlife which includes the Barbary macaque, the main tourist attraction on the rock. Gibraltar is heavily dependent on the tourism industry, and unfortunately the types of tourism markets are limited due to space restrictions and lack of industry experts. There is also a lot of water surrounding Gibraltar, giving the local population several sandy beaches with the possibility of new niche markets.  

4. Methodology:

Looking at how this research will be conducted, the relevant methods need to be used in order to collect the best quality data as well as a good quantity. There are many different types of data collection methods, however they are all very different and only suites a few types of data. ‘Methodology’ implies more than simply the methods you intend to use to collect data. It is often necessary to include a consideration of the concept and theories which underlie the methods (humanities.manchester.ac.uk, 2016). 

Research can be undertaken using a dew different methods, primary and secondary research. Primary is non-existent until the individual conducting the research actually collects the data themselves using collection methods such as, experimentation, interviewing, observation and surveys (Crowther and Lancaster, 2012). Secondary research consists of researching and using which has already been collected by someone else. Secondary data is usually the first method used by many as the information is already out there, therefore making the research process that much easier (Crowther and Lancaster, 2012). 

For this dissertation, both of these methods will be used. Interviews will be undertaken, along with several questionnaires. Interviews will be conducted to find out from local business and from the local tourism industry, what they about Ecotourism. They will also be asked several other questions in the context of how they think it could benefit the environment in Gibraltar. Interviews come under the qualitative data category. Qualitative data can be seen as soft data; this normally involves people’s longer opinionated answers which cannot be quantified into numerical data. 

In terms of quantifiable data, questionnaires will be distributed through to roughly 200 random data subjects. All 200 questionnaires will consist of questions regarding Ecotourism and how it could benefit Gibraltar’s environment. Quantitative data is essentially statistical data, based on numerical information or the use of a large number of surveys, this is called hard data. This type of data can be useful to some as it can provide an idea on a larger scale using data collection methods such as, questionnaires and sample surveys. 

4.1 Sampling:

Sampling comes in handy when trying to carry out certain types of data collection methods with large populations. Sampling provides the researcher with a few different types, two basic types include probability and non-probability. 

Some would say, probability is the best sampling method because it is known to increases the likelihood of obtaining samples that are more representative than non-probability sampling (Psc.dss.ucdavis.edu, 2016). Probability sampling is basically selecting a smaller sample from the population at random, which is why it is known to be more representative. Within probability sampling there are random and stratified samples.

The first sampling technique within Probability sampling would be random samples, this is where a small group of subjects are selected according to the size of the larger population for a research study. Each one of these subjects have an equal chance of being chosen from the larger population (Stat.yale.edu, 2016). The second technique is called stratified samples, these samples allow the researcher to divide and categorise the large population into smaller groups. Once this has been done, a probability sample will be carried out from each group (Stattrek.com, 2016). 

A non-probability sampling helps the researcher select small groups from a population regarding their field of study. This sampling technique Is based on subjective judgement instead of random selection. However, some researchers may say that non-probability is less desirable than probability sampling because of the fact that it rarely represents the whole population (Dissertation.laerd.com, 2016). Some techniques that fall under the non-probability sampling include, quota, purposive and convenience samples. 

Quota samples usually share the same proportions of individuals as the population, only on shared characteristics, traits and/or focused phenomena (Explorable.com, 2016). “Purposive sampling is selected based on characteristics of a population and the objective of the study” (Crossman, 2016). This sampling technique is also known to other researchers as judgemental, selective and/or subjective sampling. This technique will be used when conducting the interviews for this dissertation as the researcher will be targeting a specific group of subjects. 

With convenience samples, subjects are usually selected solely because of their close accessibility to the researcher. This sampling technique is normally the most popular amongst researchers because it is the easiest and the most inexpensive (Explorable.com, 2016). For this dissertation, convenience sampling will be used when conducting quantitative data collection like questionnaires and surveys, as it will be easier for the researcher to carry out as well as being inexpensive. 

4.2 Paradigm:

“A paradigm is simply a belief system (or theory) that guides the way we do things, or more formally establishes a set of practices. This can range from thought patterns to action” (Erm.ecs.soton.ac.uk, 2016). In other words, a paradigm categorises theories and beliefs which directs which views an individual might have about a particular piece of research. 

Within the researching world, there are two major approaches under epistemology, induction and deduction. Inductive research most of the time will involve the investigation of patterns from the keen observation of the researcher. After the observations have been made, then the researcher can begin creating theories and then hypotheses which lay the groundwork for the research to start (Bernard, 2013). Deductive research is often similar, but the two have a good amount of differences. The deductive research will begin with the main theory, followed by the ever important hypotheses and ends with the observations which will inevitably confirm or falsify the hypotheses (Bernard, 2013). 

There are several different types of paradigms, these include positivism, realism, interpretivism, objectivism, subjectivism and pragmatism (Saunders. M, Lewis. P and Thornhill. A, 2007). When conducting research, you must first find out which paradigm your research falls under in order to follow the right course in terms of research strategies and approaches. For this dissertation, the research that will be conducted will fall under the positivism paradigm. 

Positivism is based on trustworthy factual information and knowledge which has been clearly observed by the researcher. Within positivism there is a limit for the researcher in terms of data collection. The findings are usually interpreted through an objective approach and can be observable and quantified (Research Methodology, 2016). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It can be said that positivism follows the deductive approach compared with a phenomenology philosophy such as interpretivism, which follows the inductive approach (Crowther and Lancaster, 2009). The paradigm of Interpretivism has been found upon the strong view that a strategy is required to respect the differences between the objects of the natural sciences and the people. Requiring the researcher or a social scientist to fully understand and grasp the true meaning of social action (Bryman, 2016). 

5. Research Design:

“Research design choices are critical to understanding how a researcher writes up his or her methods and findings, and how those write-ups should be evaluated” (Leavy, 2011). From this we can extract that it is important to explain how the data will be analysed and what will be presented within the dissertation. 

The interviews that will be conducted will be recorded. The reason for recording an interview is because the interviewer is meant to be highly alert to what the interviewee is saying, but might not be able to always remember everything that was said. Having a digital audio record will allow the interviewer and/or the researcher analyse the interview in greater detail, making is possible to recover even more useful data (www.comp.dit.ie, n.d). Quotes from the interviews will be used to present the findings which allow the researcher to discuss their importance.

The questionnaires provide the researcher with quantitative data, allowing larger amounts of data to be collected. SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Sciences) will provide the necessary tools for the researcher to easily comprise all this quantifiable data, and allow the researcher to analyse much easier. The findings from the questionnaires, once processed through SPSS, will then be presented using graphs and charts which can be created with Microsoft Excel. 

6. Resource Planning:

Resources are very important for almost anything in terms of researching for a dissertation of this magnitude, it is also very important and it is recommended to use as many different types of resources as possible. “something that is available for use or that can be used for support or help” (thefreedictionary.com, 2016). Within this dissertation, the researcher will be using valuable resources such as University resources. These will include hard copy books, magazines, newspapers and academic journals. All these resources will come from the University library. Another important source for resources would be the internet, along with the University’s online resources. These would include e-books, online news articles, e-journals and websites. 

Throughout the dissertation, time will be a very important factor that requires a significant amount of attention. Time needs to be managed in a way that will make sure every part of the dissertation process will be completed by a certain day. Researchers normally use a Gantt chart to organize and keep to their time restraints. “a Gantt chart is one of the most popular and useful ways of showing activities (tasks or events) displayed against time” (Gantt.com, 2016). The tool will allow the researcher to show the timeline of the dissertation. The researcher has completed a Gantt chart for this dissertation and it will be shown in the appendix as figure 1. 
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