Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: Text

Description automatically generated]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Julie Wright 

Email address: j.wright@npt.gov.uk 

Learner’s University Registration Number:
2329425
Cohort: 23







Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

[bookmark: _Hlk187415865][bookmark: _Hlk187417423][bookmark: _Hlk187415443]
As I work in children’s services, I will be focusing on safeguarding adults. Safeguarding is defined as protecting a person’s right to live safely, free from abuse and neglect (Welsh Government, 2014). The main law for safeguarding adults in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. This law says an adult at risk is someone aged 18 or over who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs, and cannot protect themselves because of those needs (Welsh Government, 2014). Under this law, all professionals, such as social workers, health staff, and police, must report any concerns they have about an adult being at risk. This is deemed ‘the duty to report’ (Welsh Government, 2014). When a report is received, the local authority must carry out checks and make enquiries to determine what help or protection is needed. 

There are many types of abuse, that adults might experience such as physical, emotional, sexual, financial abuse, and neglect. Adults at risk might be living in care homes, hospitals, or even in their own homes. Warning signs can include unexplained injuries, fear of carers, poor hygiene, or sudden changes in behaviour (Social Care Wales, 2019).

The Mental Capacity Act (2005) is also important in adult safeguarding. It protects people who may not be able to make certain decisions for themselves. For example, if someone has dementia, a learning disability or a brain injury, they might lack the mental capacity to decide about their care or safety. The Act says people should be supported to make their own decisions as much as possible, and any decision made for them must be in their best interests (Department for Constitutional Affairs, 2007).

The Human Rights Act 1998 also supports adult safeguarding by protecting people’s rights, like the right to life and the right not to be treated in a cruel or inhumane way. These rights must be respected when making any safeguarding decision (Equality and Human Rights Commission, 2021).

In Wales, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) give clear steps for professionals to follow when they suspect an adult is at risk. These procedures apply across all areas of Wales to make sure adults get the same level of support wherever they live (Cardiff and Vale Regional Safeguarding Board, 2019). Each local authority also has its own Regional Safeguarding Board, which provides training, local policies, and guidance. Social workers and staff are expected to follow these and their own organisation’s safeguarding policies, which explain how to report concerns, who to speak to, and how to record information safely.

In conclusion, safeguarding adults in Wales is guided by strong laws and policies. It’s a shared responsibility between professionals and organisations to notice signs of abuse, report concerns, and make sure adults are protected from harm.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
[bookmark: _Hlk187423489]
[bookmark: _Hlk187422414]One of the main differences between safeguarding adults and children is the level of involvement individuals have in decisions about their own safety. Adults are generally more involved in deciding what actions are taken to protect them. Gaining an adult’s informed consent is often a necessary part of the safeguarding process. With children, however, while consent is encouraged, there’s more emphasis on acting in the child’s best interests even if consent is not given.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) highlight this distinction. For children, professionals should aim to gain consent from parents or carers. For adults, consent should be obtained from the individual wherever possible. Overriding this can be difficult and may cause tension between professionals and families. However, the procedures emphasise that obtaining consent can lead to stronger working relationships and better outcomes (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). Another important difference is how mental capacity is assessed. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) applies to individuals aged 16 and over and outlines how to assess whether someone is able to make their own decisions. In adult safeguarding, we must consider whether the person understands the information, can retain it, weigh it up, and communicate their decision. If they are assessed as lacking capacity, professionals must act in their best interests (Department for Constitutional Affairs, 2007).

Children under 16 are not covered by the Mental Capacity Act, but their ability to make decisions can be assessed using Gillick competence. This legal concept, based on Gillick v West Norfolk (1984), allows professionals to decide whether a child is mature enough to understand the situation and make an informed decision. As the NSPCC (2022) notes, the child must be capable of understanding the advantages and disadvantages of the decision in order for their consent to be considered valid. 

Self-neglect is another area where approaches differ. Adults have more freedom to live in ways others might consider risky or harmful, provided they have capacity and understand the consequences. Unless the person lacks capacity or there’s a significant risk, professionals cannot force them to accept help. However, according to the West Glamorgan Safeguarding Board (2023b), if an adult is believed to be at high risk of serious harm and refuses support, a safeguarding enquiry should still be considered. In contrast, with children, any signs of self-neglect often require immediate intervention. The Children Act 1989 places a duty on professionals to prioritise the child’s safety and well-being, even if this means acting without the child’s or parents’ agreement (Children Act, 1989).

In conclusion, while the principles of safeguarding remain consistent - protecting people from harm, the way this is carried out differs depending on the person’s age, legal rights, and capacity to make decisions.
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