


Evaluate the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty


Ashlee Farrell



Professional Policing 
Peter Doyle
26th September 2019










1: Introduction 
This report is on the topic, ‘evaluate the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty’. This topic is worth the investigation as there has been consecutive, ongoing debates for a prolonged amount of time, in relation to whether the death penalty should be reinstated in the UK or for it to stay overturned. The death penalty was revoked in ‘1998’ (Knowles QC.J,2015) by a ‘labour MP Sidney Silverman’(Welch,2011). Since the abolishment the debates for the return have been brought to light by individuals who see the positive for the death penalty especially when it is related to the punishment for murderers. 
2: Executive summary
This report shows that there is a range of individuals who have different reasons as to why they think the death penalty should return in the UK.  On the other hand, it shows the opposing individuals that are against the return of the death penalty. 
It is found that Paul Staines launched a campaign for the return of the death penalty, and it went to parliament however, it did not get reintroduced. It is discovered that an MP, Ann Widdecombe openly speaks about her opinion on the death penalty, she emphasises that we will see change as she thinks it is a scare tactic for murderers. Opposing to the individuals that are for the death penalty, it is found that Geoffrey Robertson QC thinks it is its worst for murders to spend the rest of their lives in prison. I also encountered a wrongfully committed of murder case where It is concluded that the Justice System makes mistakes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]3: Main Body
[bookmark: _Hlk21859832]The research founded that the death penalty was finally put to an end in ‘1998’ (Knowles QC.J,2015). Although there is no longer the death penalty, it is discovered that many people such as Paul Staines want it reinstated due to public interest. 
[bookmark: _Hlk20921437]                                                                                                               In 2011 a campaign was launched by Paul Staines called ‘The Restore Justice Campaign’ in aim for ‘the death penalty to be brought back for child and police officer murders’ (Staines.P,2011,Café,R,2011). Paul stains campaign shows public interest from his ‘online poll’ of ‘60%’, who are in favour for the return of the penalty (Staines.P,2011,Café,R,2011). The campaign got taken to parliament and was ‘rejected by 158 votes’ (Staines.P,2011,Café,R,2011). In relation to this fact, a Member of Parliament Douglas Carswell agrees with Staines, ‘the mistake MPs have made is to not trust the people and to try to ignore their concerns’ (Carswell.D,2011). This shows that even if a high percentage of the public want the return of the death penalty, it will be rejected by the Government. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21513469]                                                                 A ’Brexit Party MEP’ (Scott,2019) that is also in favour of the death penalty is Anne Widdecombe, she argues that ‘there is a moral choice to be made if it is a deterrent’ (Wales Online, ‘‘Widdecombe says death penalty saves lives’’,2013) implying that you should want the death penalty if it is proven to be effective. Ann states that ‘you are condemning innocent people’ putting them in danger, implying that you can be ‘saving the lives of the innocent and taking the lives of the guilty’ (Wales Online, ‘‘Widdecombe says death penalty saves lives’’,2013). There was a murder case involving two young girls ’10 year- olds Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman’ that were murdered (Wales Online, ‘‘Widdecombe says death penalty saves lives’’,2013). Since this case was brought into the public eye, people were quick to take a poll on the death penalty return. The results shown that ‘more than half the population wanted the death penalty restored for child killers’(Wales Online, ‘‘Widdecombe says death penalty saves lives’’,2013). 
[bookmark: _Hlk21509049][bookmark: _Hlk21862077][bookmark: _Hlk21868036]                                                                                                                                      Opposing to this Geoffrey Robertson QC who ‘has argued many landmark cases in media, constitutional and criminal law, in the European court of Justice; the European court of Human Rights; the Supreme Court’, (Wilson,2019) argues that it is ‘much worst for an individual to spend the rest of their life in prison than to be executed immediately’ (Welch,2011) he implies that instant death is not as bad as suffering in prison for years, Geoffrey expresses that a long prison sentence is more of a harsh punishment. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21862146]                                                                                      Another person who agrees with Geoffrey Robertson QC is Michael Mansfield QC the ‘country’s most well-known Human Rights barristers’ (Winters,2016) argues that capital punishment ‘can’t be applied in a flawed system of justice’ (Welch,2011) Michael implies that people have, and will get convicted of a crime they are not guilty of. Michaels statement has been proven to be true from a case that happened in ‘1952’ (Coleman,2016) there was a trail that went on against a man named Derek Bentley for murdering a police officer even though he did not do it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk21529435]                                                                                                                                                      Derek Bentley eventually got hung for the crime based on little evidence against him, the evidence against him was verbal, he told ’16 year old Christopher Craig’ the person who actually ‘fired the fatal shot’, at the police officer ‘’let him have it’’ (Coleman,2016) another factor that came into play resulting in Derek receiving the death penalty was that Christopher Craig’ was too young to receive the death penalty. The ‘system of justice’ is now proved to have got it wrong since Derek Bentley got ‘posthumously pardoned’ (Coleman,2016). 
4: Conclusion
To conclude on the report ‘the reasons for and against the death penalty’ there is more strong evidence to go against the return, such as the risk of the miscarriage of justice. This could result in future scrutiny against the government which cannot be amended. On the other hand, there is the strong opinion that the death penalty can save peoples lives from re offenders this can prevent the killing of innocent children. This results to less fear for communities and it is less likely that people are going to be affected by vicious crimes. Based on my findings against has been more beneficial. 
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