Riddley Walker Task (500ish words)

What are the effects of writing like this?

The language used in Riddley Walker includes dialect works, like girt, and also completely unfamiliar words, like pernear. Even the familiar words are spelt differently. Deciphering the story word by word slows down your reading of it and means that as well as understanding the story you are also trying to understand each word and how it fits together. A lot of what Riddley says is familiar, but his way of talking about it defamiliarises it. 

The use of new and unfamiliar words (or familiar words broken down or used differently) separates him from us in place and time. The language is simple once you’ve understood the words, but the way the words are used is new. Most of the words are Saxon (and those that are not are broken down to make them seem more like Saxon words) and in English, Saxon words are associated with earthiness and a lack of floweriness. Riddley using these words makes him appear to be direct and trustworthy. If language shapes the way we are able to think, Riddley seems to be using the simple language to explore more complex issues- where does a story begin, for example. Even when this is not a new idea at the beginning of a story, the language makes it feel new, and as if we are with Riddley, exploring these ideas. 

The dialect and different way Riddley has of expressing himself gives us an impression of him. Using first language gives him a voice and helps us see the world through his eyes. It gives cuggestions about the way his mind works- ‘I’ve never liked 12 and this is 2 of them’, for example, makes him seem superstitious, and ponderous. His description of the lead up to the death of his father suggests that he is used to working hard, and that the work is important to him (or is valued highly by the society he lives in), because it is obviously important to him to explain the exact nature of what they were doing. The description of the earth works with the earthiness of the language. The images of working in the earth also help to root us in the story and give us something concrete to visualise.

The language also serves to persuade us to read on. Tiny riddles are set up as we read, while we try to give unfamiliar words meaning and are rewarded if we are right and the story moves on. Having to go back and reconsider slows the story down, but most of the words appear more unfamiliar than they are, so we are slowed down but not repeatedly frustrated.

The repetitive beginning feels like the beginning of a myth or fairy tale, as if it could be a standard beginning to various stories.

What is going to happen?

The opening excerpt introduces us to a time and place where language has changed and lots of words seem to have been lost. Without those words, Riddley seems to be grappling to explain more complex concepts. I think that the story will gradually reveal what has happened to lead to this loss of language, and for people to be working so hard in the mud. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think the structure of the society Riddley lives in will also be revealed, he seems to be working entirely under someone else’s control in a society where everything is structured- he had just finished foraging rota and was jobbing, for example, rather than a society where he could choose which activity to do or where he was working for himself. It feels like Riddley will challenge some of this and acquire more agency. 
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