



	Targets 
	How I will improve them

	Proofread with greater care
	I have proofread this assignment carefully to check for spelling and grammar mistakes.

	The strongest critical conclusions will be those linked back to relevant lit 
	I have tried to link my critical evaluations to literature 

	Ensure that all assertions made are appropriately referenced
	I have tried to reference all assertions made 


Demonstrate how cross- curricular teaching and learning can influence in- depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

The curriculum for Wales 2022 is the framework that all schools in Wales must follow which has been designed by practitioners for practitioners (Welsh Government 2022). One of the key differences between the 2008 curriculum and the curriculum 2022 is that schools may design their own version of the curriculum to meet the needs of their school and their pupils. This is a much more child centred approach to education and is centred around the child’s holistic development (Welsh Government 2023). There are many strong links within the curriculum. For example, the six areas of learning and experiences (AoLEs) have meaningful links between them to allow for a more integrated approach to learning. These AoLEs are Language literacy and communication, Maths and numeracy, Science and technology, Expressive arts, Health and wellbeing, and Humanities (Welsh Government 2022). These six AoLEs have been taken from the subjects in the 2008 curriculum (Welsh Government 2008). They have been merged to create a more holistic and meaningful education for children in Wales. Along with the six AoLEs, there are three cross curricular skills frameworks that underpin the Welsh curriculum 2022. These are the literacy, numeracy and digital competency frameworks. These skills are mandatory, and progress needs to be monitored and developed across all areas of the curriculum. There is documentary guidance for practitioners so they can ensure children develop these skills (Welsh Government 2020).
These curriculum changes are a result of many factors including Welsh PISA results and reviews/observations from Donaldson 2014 (Senedd Cymru 2017). Donaldson wrote Successful Futures 2015 to point Wales’s education system in the right direction before the curriculum for Wales 2022 was written (Donaldson, G, 2015). He suggested that there should be four purposes to the curriculum for Wales including: 1. Ambitious capable learners 2. Ethically informed citizens 3. Healthy confident individuals 4. Enterprising creative contributors. These purposes were there to underpin the whole curriculum.  Another key part of the Successful Futures report was the recognition of the need for cross curricular skills throughout. Donaldson recognised that literacy, numeracy and digital competency should be the responsibility of teachers and that these skills were highly important for modern society and the workplace (Donaldson, G, 2015). This essay will discuss the opportunities and challenges of cross curricular learning by exploring the frameworks, how it’s being used in schools and how a lesson can be planned around cross curricular concepts. 

Within the curriculum there are cross curricular skills frameworks including the literacy framework (LF), the numeracy framework (NF) and the digital competency framework (DCF). These frameworks are there to provide support and guidance to teachers and practitioners to help them embed the skills into the childrens learning. Teachers bear responsibility for children’s progress in these skills and therefore they must incorporate literacy, numeracy and digital competency into their teaching (Welsh government 2020). It is important for children to learn and progress with these skills as they are “essential to be able to participate successfully and confidently in the modern world” (Donaldson, G, pg39, 2015). Donaldson also stated that children should always have opportunities to extend their development of these skills and competencies and to be able to apply them to the whole curriculum. He mentioned how DCF was increasingly important for the real world and so it should have equal importance as the LF and NF (Donaldson, 2015). Within each framework there are certain strands that are skills that children must learn and apply throughout the whole curriculum. For example, there are five strands in the LF which include, translanguaging, listening, reading, speaking and writing. Then in each strand there are components and progression steps for those components. The same format follows for the NF and the DCF. These skills and competencies apply to children of primary age range as they need to develop these skills from a young age for them to progress in their development and be ready to use them in society (Welsh government 2020). 

There are many opportunities and challenges to cross curricular teaching and learning. As schools are involved with designing their own curriculum, cross curricular teaching looks different in each school. This means some school will face more challenges than others. For example, schools with a high number of pupils receiving free school meals (FSM) are known for having lower attainment (Cook, R et al, pg. 24, 2014). This can have an impact on their ability to engage children into learning cross curricular skills and being successful in developing their progress throughout education. “Deprivation and poverty begin to negatively affect the progress of the child along every line of development from very early on” (Marmot, 2010, quoted in Barnes, 2015, pg.34). this is a challenge for some schools as children living in poverty may struggle with the learning anyway without having to apply cross curricular skills as well. Lack of resources and funding may also cause challenges for schools when it comes to cross curricular teaching. For example, some of the components in the DCF require the use of technology which some schools may not have easy access to. Perhaps they have very few to share around the school or none.  This would make it incredibly difficult to develop the digital skills needed to learn in the DCF. On the other hand, some individuals argue that children are already subject to screen culture and therefore argue whether digital education is right (Greenfield 2010, quoted in Barnes, 2015, pg.320-1). However, ICT is known for having a positive impact on attainment in nearly all subjects (Cox et al, 2003, pg3, quoted in Beauchamp, 2016, pg. 17). A school in Wales has reflected on their use of technology and state how it has been helpful for pupils and teachers especially during covid-19. Their use of technology has enabled them to continue and expand on their learning. Pupils are confidently using digital learning, and teachers are supporting this learning through digital technology by providing experiences like virtual tours, that children would not have experienced otherwise due to covid-19 (ESTYN, 2022). Therefore, the use of digital technology within the primary school setting is beneficial for children’s leaning in several ways, and by having the DCF, teachers can enhance that learning further and apply it to other areas in the curriculum. There are also many opportunities that come with cross curricular teaching which when available can really enhance cross curricular provision. 1 example is that school trips and visits can be used to embed cross curricular skills into education by using literacy, numeracy and digital competency skills during and after the trip. Literacy can be used to recount the trip, maths could be used as an activity to calculate the cost of the trip, and digital competency could be used on the trip to take pictures and educational video. This is just an example of how all three skills can be incorporated into just one school trip. There are a wide range of trips and visits which provide valuable cross curricular opportunities like the farm, a museum and a theatre (Salaman et al, 2005 pg. xi). 

 During enhancement days I have seen cross curricular skills being applied throughout the curriculum and it has given me a better understanding of how the three frameworks are used in a school. I have seen how most lessons and activities are underpinned with literacy or numeracy skills like speaking or using number systems. I have also seen the digital competency framework being embedded into learning through interacting and collaborating. These are all strands from the LF, NF, and DCF. 

With my knowledge on the curriculum for Wales 2022, and the importance of cross curricular skills frameworks, I have created a lesson based on ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ (Carle, 1969). This lesson is designed for children in reception (age 4-5) and will be split into different activities including focus tasks and enhanced provision task. I have designed an enhanced provision resource that will go into ` tuff tray within the classroom. The focus tasks will be split between me as the class teacher and a teaching assistant (TA). The lesson covers three AoLEs and 2 of the cross curricular skills. The AoLEs that are incorporated into the lesson include, health and wellbeing, language, literacy and communication, and expressive arts. I have designed this lesson based around the health and wellbeing AoLE as the aim is for children to understand foods that are good for us and should be eaten regularly, and foods that aren’t so good for us and should only be eaten in small amounts. To teach the children about healthy and unhealthy foods I will use the book to explain which foods are healthy and explain why. The children will also contribute their own ideas about the foods and there will be discussions within the class. Speaking and listening are components of the literacy framework, which underpins this lesson. By engaging the children through discussion, they are using their literacy skills. This promotes them to apply what they have learnt in phonics or reading lessons and use it in everyday context. The next part of the lesson involves splitting the children into groups. Each group will have a language, literacy and communication (LLC), expressive arts, and health and wellbeing themed task which they will carry out on rotation. 
The main task is the LLC task with me, the class teacher. This task involves creating a food menu with healthy foods. The children will be asked to pick 5 foods that are healthy and then to draw them in their books. Higher ability groups will be asked to label the foods with their knowledge of letter formation and phonics. For lower ability groups, I will scribe it for them. The children will be asked to give reasons for their choices so their speaking and reasoning skills can be assessed. This again is using skills from the LF. The expressive arts task will be facilitated by the TA. Children will be painting their own caterpillars with potato halves. This task is mainly focused on colours and learning about mixing colours and creating patterns with the potato. However, there will be regular references to the book and the health and wellbeing theme of healthy eating. The TA will encourage discussion during this activity about predictions of colours and about heathy eating. This is again underpinned by the LF as children are using speaking skills. Lastly, the enhanced provision task is in the classroom for children to do independently. I will give the instructions at the start of the lesson and there will also be an instruction sheet in the tuff tray for them to recap. The aim of the task is for them to discuss with their group which foods belong in the ‘healthy’ category, and which belong in the ‘unhealthy’ category. This activity will need the use of their prior knowledge from when we read the book and discuss the different types of foods. They will work together and put the healthy food flashcards into one caterpillar’s mouth and the unhealthy food cards into the other caterpillar’s mouth. Once they are happy with their decision, they can come and get an answer sheet off me or the TA, which they can use to compare their answers to and change any wrong ones. Once they have completed the task, they will take a photo of the piles they created using an iPad. The photos will then be uploaded onto seesaw.  This task has a focus on health and wellbeing however the LF and the DCF underpin it. Children will be using skills such as speaking and listening as well as ICT skills during this task. It is so important to have these frameworks underpinning and applying to the AoLEs so children can develop these skills alongside their learning. They are also able to relate their learning to the real world. 

In conclusion cross-curricular learning has a high importance within the curriculum for Wales 2022. It underpins teaching and learning and is applied to all the AoLEs across the curriculum. There is support for teachers when developing children’s cross curricular skills in the form of frameworks. The literacy, numeracy and digital competency frameworks provide guidance for teachers involving strands, components, and progression steps (Welsh government 2020). Donaldson 2015 suggested that it is important for children to develop the cross curricular skills to apply them to society and the real world. The reason for the digital competency framework being introduced into the curriculum was to keep up with the digital world (Donaldson, G, 2015, pg39). While I am at school, I will make sure to continue the children’s development across all three cross curricular skills by underpinning my lessons with components from the frameworks. I will also ensure children know how to apply these skills to different AoLEs and the real world. By doing this I will be meeting the QTS standard of ‘cross curricular themes’ in the pedagogy section as I will be engaging with the curriculum and developing relevant cross curricular themes for certain AoLEs (Welsh Government 2019). Overall cross curricular skills and the frameworks for them have a huge role in the Welsh curriculum 2022 and underpin all areas of the curriculum to prepare children for modern society. 
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	Nina Williams 
	Class / Group:
	Reception H

	AoLE or Subject:
	· Health and wellbeing
· Expressive arts
· Language, literacy and communication

	Date (please note that this may be a continuous session):
	08/04/2024

	Meaningful links to Curriculum (What Matters Statements, Descriptions of learning, ‘previous’ curriculum...)
	Health and wellbeing progression step 1 (PS1)
· Developing physical health and wellbeing has lifelong benefits.
· Our decision-making impacts on the quality of our lives and the lives of others. 
Expressive arts PS1
· Exploring the expressive arts is essential to developing artistic skills and knowledge and it enables learners to become curious and creative individuals. 
Language literacy and communication PS1
· Understanding language is key to understanding the world around us.

	Meaningful links across the curriculum 
Links to other AoLEs or the  Cross-curricular skills frameworks)
	· Links across 3 different AoLEs including health and wellbeing, expressive arts and language, literacy and communication. 
· Links to the literacy framework
· Listening to understand PS1.
· Listening part of collaborate talk PS1.
· Clarity and vocabulary PS1.
· Planning and organising for different purposes, audiences and context PS1.
· Vocabulary, spelling and grammar PS1.


	

	Learning Intention
‘This should focus on the pupils’ learning during the lesson, rather than what they will be doing, and should be short, achievable and measurable.’ (Crichton, H., and Mcdaid, A. 2016 p. 196)

	
 By the end of the lesson, you should be able to identify healthy and unhealthy foods and use your knowledge to create a healthy food menu.


	Success Criteria 
What the pupils need to demonstrate to successfully meet the Learning Intention.

	Your menu must include:
· Pictures of the food
· 5 healthy food items 
· 2 unhealthy food items


	Planning for misconceptions:
Use this section to anticipate pupil errors and misunderstandings and your planned responses to them.

	· Make sure to explain that ‘unhealthy foods’ doesn’t mean you can eat them. Explain they should just be eaten less often than healthy foods.
· Consider cultural differences carefully. 
· Print off an answer sheet of foods in the correct categories (healthy/unhealthy) to show if children get stuck.
· If pupils get upset by certain foods, reassure that its okay to eat them/not eat them. 






	
SEQUENCE OF TEACHING & LEARNING
(Add or remove rows below as appropriate)


	
Timing:
Break down timings into groups if appropriate. ensure pupils are ‘doing’ quickly and that transitions are taken into account

	
Role of the teacher & support staff:
e.g., key questions, retrieval of prior learning, modelling and explanations, checking understanding, planned use of additional adults. 

Choice of pedagogical model or of the 12 pedagogical principles
	
Pupils’ learning and activities:
What will the pupils be learning to do and what activities / resources will facilitate this?

Please refer to Foundation Learning planning document for details of continuous provision.
	
Inclusive Strategies (including differentiation):

Reasons for and details of scaffolding.

Types of representation in tasks.
	
Check what pupils know, understand, and can do:
Key questions, types of retrieval practices, self and peer assessment opportunities, purposeful AfL strategies, live marking opportunities, planned feedback.



	
First 15 minutes
	I will Read the book to the children making regular references to the foods in the book. Ask questions throughout to stimulate and engage pupils. Show foods and place them into categories with the class. Explain the difference between healthy and unhealthy and what it means. Explain the next tasks and put children into their groups and activities. 
	Pupils will be listening to the story of the very hungry caterpillar, read by the me as the class teacher. They will be asked questions throughout the book for them to think about and consider. There will be constant reference to the types of foods the caterpillar is eating. The pupils will be learning about the different types of foods the caterpillar eats. After this they will work collaboratively as a class to put the different foods into categories (healthy/unhealthy). I  will then explain what healthy and unhealthy foods mean. 
	Sit children down with more knowledgeable others next to children who may need extra support. Sit children with sight, hearing or attention difficulties close to the front. When reading the book make sure to show class the pictures as well so those with language delays can understand the story more. Ask simple questions and extend questions for higher ability children. Use of pictures and words when sorting into categories. 
	Extend questions to gain an understanding of children’s knowledge. Ask children for reasoning when sorting foods into categories. Ask retrieval questions after the story is finished. 


	
5 minutes

	Transition into 4 groups.  3 groups of 6 and 1 group of 5.
1. Focus group with teacher.
2. Group with T/A
3. 2 Group doing enhanced provision task.
	
	
	

	
20 minutes rotation. 2 rotations before break, 2 after break 


	I will be doing a language, literacy and communication task with a group. The children are making a menu with 5 foods on it. They need to draw the foods and children who are able can write the names of the foods with support for spelling. I will scribe for children who can't write. I will question the children on their choices to see if they understand the difference between healthy and unhealthy foods.

T/A Is doing an expressive art activity with another group. The children are painting their own caterpillars with potato halves. Discussions may take place about whether potatoes are healthy. 

Enhanced provision activity. (resource attached) Children have a task to feed the caterpillars the right foods. One is for healthy foods and the other is for unhealthy foods. The foods that are in the book will be on cards with the picture and the name of the fruit on for different abilities. The children must feed the cards into the correct caterpillar’s mouth. They can then check their work with the answer sheet provided by the me or T/A.  upload their work onto seesaw.
	Pupils will be learning the difference between healthy and unhealthy foods and what makes a food healthy or unhealthy. They will also learn why it is important to eat certain foods e.g., one of your 5 a day. They will be expected to name 5 foods and draw them into their books to create a menu. The children should be able to explain the reason their choices. 



Pupils will be learning how to paint with a potato halve and what patterns and shapes it can make. They will also be learning colours and how when you mix certain colours you get other colours. They will each paint their own version of the very hungry caterpillar. With support from the T/A.


Pupils will be learning to work collaboratively to identify healthy and unhealthy foods from the book. They will be using their prior knowledge from when the book was read to them, and they discussed which foods were in each category. They will need to use teamwork and problem-solving skills. The more knowledgeable others can scaffold for other children as they may be able to read the names of the foods rather than relying on the pictures. They will then need to compare their answers with answer sheet and fix their mistakes.  Once their finished they can record their work on the iPad, and it will later be uploaded onto seesaw. 
	For children who can write confidently, they can label the foods with support with spelling, otherwise I will scribe for the child. I can model some ideas for children who are struggling. There will also be a worksheet with all the foods in the correct categories for children to look at if their struggling. 

For children who are finding it difficult to hold the potato can have hand-held support of the T/A. there will also be an example for the children to look at and copy. 


Higher ability children can read the names of foods. Lower ability children can use the pictures to help understand what the different foods are. Mixed ability grouping is useful for the teamwork side of this task. 
	I will Keep a record of how children did. E.g., how much support was necessary, whether they gave reasonings etc. Have the children complete do it now (DIN) tasks for quick feedback. Ask questions while children are working to gain an understanding of their level of knowledge. Live mark spelling/ letter formation issues or children to fix. 

The T/A can ask children questions about colours to check their understanding. They can also keep a record of children’s use of motor skills and if they found using a potato difficult. 

The children use the answer sheet for self-assessment and can then act of the feedback. They can also peer asses during the activity as it’s a collaborative task.
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