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Work so far
[bookmark: _Int_Qog4WhyH]My most fulfilling progress thus far has been mostly based in research, as I wanted to be as accurate to the folklore of the tree as possible. I have investigated the oak itself, visited its original location (Appendix 1), and discussed the origins of its prophecy via email with the Carmarthenshire County museum (Appendix 2)- which I looked around as well due to a piece of the oak being on display (Appendix 3 and 4). Each resulted in some interesting information, but many more questions as well.
[bookmark: _Int_eXLYmxf3]I began with writing a plot and character summary so I can attempt scripting around it over the Christmas break. Regarding plot, I have crafted the beginning and end sections along with major events, but I have had issues drafting sections where characters move into separate scenes. Nothing came to mind whenever I wanted to progress further, and I felt entirely stuck. However, recently I have had a breakthrough and managed to fill multiple missing scenes.

Next steps
[bookmark: _Int_47YaAtEZ]I want to craft a script throughout the Christmas break as soon as I reach a point with the plot that I’m satisfied with, as well as begin fully planning to investigate available spaces and reaching out to actors that are willing to help. I am aiming to start read-throughs and rehearsals once I’ve prepared and scheduled exactly what I am needing so that I can fulfil my idea of performing what I have made, but if I’m unable to due to time constraints or planning issues, I’m prepared to adjust my plans to account for this and possibly shift my output towards a more realistic goal.

Project plot
While the plot that I am writing is still a work in progress, this is my current draft, with the addition of the notes and questions I’ve tasked myself to solve over Christmas break. I will also attach the full document. (Appendix 5)
[bookmark: _Int_aypOMUsg]-Audience begins in foyer? (Depends on space/possibilities)
-The leader appears, introducing themselves to the audience and explaining a little about the backstory of the oak and the legend attached to it. 
[bookmark: _Int_B7BBmynf](They then introduce the audience to their role in the story: MAYBE- DUE TO UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS: they’re to help decide the fate of the tree- whether it’s removed due to traffic and its rotting wood becoming dangerous, or to keep it standing due to the historical legacy of the oak and its prophecy.)
-They usher the audience into the space, encouraging them to explore on their own, follow different characters to make up their own mind, craft their own perspective etc.
- CHARACTERS BEGIN IN SEPARATE SPACES: Early meeting between leader and a council member (Need to decide which one and what the others are doing)
	LEADER
	PRO TREE 1
	PRO TREE 2
	AGAINST 1
	AGAINST 2

	Entering space, sorting out office- maybe talking to audience about the issue so far and that it’s been a long process
	
	
	
	

	Unexpected meeting with one of the council members 
(sort which one)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



-FIRST EVENT: LEADER CALLS COUNCIL MEETING- (potential sound cue to signal?) DEBATE WHAT TO DO WITH THE TREE, BIG DISCUSSION. AUDIENCE SHOULD LEARN WHO HAS WHICH PERSPECTIVE
(Audience participation maybe? Unsure on this.) 

-CHARACTERS SPLIT 2: VIEWS ON THE TREE, POTENTIAL COMPROMISE
	LEADER
	PRO TREE 1
	PRO TREE 2
	AGAINST 1
	AGAINST 2

	[bookmark: _Int_Rrj0GJPU][bookmark: _Int_kJ2hHBjf]Leader is in their office, in a dilemma. They vent to audience, mentioning how both sides are right, but none of them can agree and something has to be done- since they get the final say, pressure is on them.
	[bookmark: _Int_CfXCjDZH][bookmark: _Int_9uT8O16p][bookmark: _Int_YlhQCNWZ][bookmark: _Int_MjpndL0v][bookmark: _Int_aPxgSjQv]The pro-tree members meet privately to discuss how persuading the other members is going- they’re stubborn and aren’t giving up, but they’re sure there’s a possible compromise- talk of moving the tree elsewhere, not cutting it down
	[bookmark: _Int_rGXxFUqY][bookmark: _Int_nxWqAXZ8][bookmark: _Int_pWESmE3U]The anti-tree members meet privately, discussing the people’s safety and how cars are already clipping more and more of it off, there’s a safety risk- it’d be best to remove it entirely

	Potentially asking audience what to do? (MOE technique- ‘teacher in role’?)
	
	
	
	

	Leader makes their mind up and leaves to find the others for a final meeting
	Council is already arguing at the tree, the compromise is brought up- possibly immediately shut down by anti-tree members

	Leader comes out to the tree, surprised to see the rest of the council already all there, calling the final meeting



-FINALE EVENT: THE CHOICE (vote?): LEADER ANNOUNCES THEY’VE MADE THEIR DECISION AND THUS THE FATE OF THE TREE
(If audience does have a sway, would that affect historical facts and storytelling? Factually, the tree falls. Will think on this)
(MERLIN’S VOICE IS HEARD CALLING THE PROPHECY AS THE TREE IS REMOVED? May keep here, might move elsewhere, or cut if can’t make work.) 
(Include the floods? Use sound?)
[bookmark: _Int_V0a4VYmF]-The narrator freezes all actors in place after the finale, explaining that while the tree was removed in 1978 and the town coincidentally did suffer the worst floods they’d seen quite soon after, the town is still standing- but the long history and legacy of the oak and its prophecy were so impactful for the local people that branches of the original oak are still preserved in museums- with a piece in the civic hall- and a new oak planted in 2009 where the old one once was. Encourage them to see the oak for themselves?
[bookmark: _Int_7tl2C1RL](Make a joke on the new oak maybe? “Let’s hope the new one does its job.“)
(Short conclusion/thanks possibly? Actor bows?)

Collaboration
[bookmark: _Int_GgZZCc4D]So far, I have had some trouble with thinking of any mutually beneficial collaboration- because while my project is immersive like others in the class, the topic and style I decided to pursue is very different to theirs. However, in our last group meeting, Ashling mentioned that asking actors to perform could count as collaboration due to gaining experience- I would also like for actors to be able to have an input on script and characters if they have thoughts to share. I still want to include in-class collaboration in some way, but since they’ll likely be busy with their own projects I plan to ask within the other years more.



Conclusion
While I am very much still working on and drafting my project, and though I have had struggles with logistics and organisation in the past, I am excited about what I hope to produce- as both of the subjects I’ve chosen are passions of mine and I would like to do them justice. I am determined to improve that skill, and want the work I have done on my project so far to help me do so.
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Hello Livia
Thank you for your inquiry.

I have carried a preliminary search of our records
and can not find any firm information regarding
the origins of the Old Oak myth.

Meriin's prophecy predated the oak tree, These
likely go back to Geoffrey of Monmouth's Meriin in
his ‘Historia Regum Britanniae’ were Geoffrey
attributed various prophecies to Merlin; however, |
do not know if any of these specifically mention
the sinking or drowning of a large fort.

There is a nice mention in William Spurrell's
‘Carmarthen and its Neighbourhood” of an
individual causing alarm on the 12! °f August
1727, claiming that Carmarthen will sink before
20'clock that day. The individual mentions neither
Meriin nor the Oak but follows a long tradition of
the ‘sinking/drowning’ prophecy.

1 hope this information has been of use and | hope
that you come to visit the piece of the Oak that we
have here at Carmarthenshire Museun if you
have not already done so.

Best Wishes

Matt

Matthew Walker »-
Cynorthwyydd Casgliadua / Collections
Assistant

Adran Addysg a Hamdden | Department
for Education and Leisure

sirgar.llyw.cymru |
carmarthenshire.gov.wales

Mae croeso | chi gysylltu & ni yn Gymraeg neu
Saesneg

You are welcome to contact us in Welsh or English
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