SJSI5017 Equality and Disability in Education 

Throughout this assignment it will be investigated into how effective the current Government legislation and policies are and how they promote inclusive education, this will be supported by theory and practice. We will first research into what is inclusive education is and how it could support a wide range of learners with disabilities within the education system and how meeting their needs and requirements could benefit their education under the government’s policy. We will also be discussing the early identification of people’s disabilities such as dyslexia and when these signs get noticed through education and what gets put in place to support people with learning difficulties. It will be discussing how policies are made and the people who are involved in these circumstances and we will be looking into the transition of phases in inclusive education. Through this assignment is will also be explained how government policy and legislation promotes inclusive education by looking into theories on what education could be and how it educates the learners in the best possible way to help them learn. We will be looking into acts such as the Equality Act (2010) to see how it has evolved over the years and how it has progressed for the better or worse. We will also be researching into Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Additional Learning Needs (ALN) to see what has been done and how much has changed through the past to the present and what impact it has on the future of the well- being of the learners. It will be explained how effective SEN and ALN are and why they will be changing, we will also be discussing if learning and teaching strategies are successful or not and if the learners are able to fully access the curriculum. How learners able to develop their learning in social and emotional skills will also be investigated and explained. Towards the end of the assignment the evolving process of the Equality Act (2010) of education will be explained and what is able to be done to improve things in the future. 
[bookmark: _Hlk528138344]There are learners who have different types of learning disabilities which might suffer with a variety of different types of difficulties such as reading, language, writing and reasoning ability. It is also told that hyperactivity and inattention could be associated with types of learning difficulties. It could also be affected by behavioural problems, lack of interaction and coordination. A learner with learning difficulties could have an average or even above average intelligence but due to the difficulties they might find it difficult working within a classroom setting without support and accommodation (Learning Disabilities, 2018).  There are plenty of ways that this learner could be supported with their difficulties by acknowledgement and commending the learner’s effort and focusing mainly on the behaviours of the learner and not the answers themselves. It is crucial that you would encourage everyone to be involved and to be focused on the learner’s abilities to learn. You can build the learner’s confidence by supplying support and serving appropriate opportunities to the learner. Some learners with disabilities learn differently by using a variety of formats and a well-prepared lecture it could support the learner to be able to learn more easily, there are different formats you could supply by using audio, work sheets or visual (Learning Disabilities, 2018).  The individual must feel comfortable in the environment that is set for the learner so that they would feel comfortable to ask questions when they are uncertain about something within the lecture it is sometimes easier for the learner when everything is in order of what would be discussed and done through the lesson and the schedule is outlined. It is crucial that the student feels comfortable enough to be able to participate during the lecture and that they have plenty of time to be able to respond and that they could participate when ready to do so. It is also helpful if the learner can go over their work before hand to feel comfortable enough performing in front of the class itself. Social anxiety is a difficulty some individuals face while speaking in front of a group in a lecture. Some individuals that have reading difficulties may find it useful to be able to use a computer programme that helps them read. If a learner is accessed and approved for DSA Disabled Students Allowance they may be able to be supported through provision of equipment and software. It is also useful if the teacher introduces and explains the vocabulary before starting each lecture to be able to review new words as well as the information. For learner’s that struggle with writing they should be offered support to work with someone on a one to one basis, recording what they might want to share or allowing them to verbally explain their ideas and explanations. It is crucial that distractions are minimized for the learner to concentrate within their surroundings and to keep redirecting the learner’s attention when the learner might get distracted, this could be done by holding up images or an object that could remind the learner what they should be focusing on and listening to. It is usually useful to use movement when needed or an activity as part of the lesson to help keep focus and try to understand the learner’s style of learning and how they can express their knowledge, it is crucial that you are able to work with the learner’s strength. The learner should always be treated as intelligent and nothing less (Learning Disabilities, 2018).
[bookmark: _Hlk531164675]The usual signs of dyslexia are when the learner finds difficulty understanding words, sentences and paragraphs, this is a language type disability. Dyscalculia is another type of disability where the learner finds difficulty solving maths concepts as well as mathematical problems this is a mathematical disability. Dysgraphia is a disability related to writing difficulties where a learner may struggle to form letters properly and be able to write within a certain area of space, there is also a disability called Auditory and Visual Processing Disability where the learner might struggle with understanding languages even though they might have perfect hearing and vision this is called sensory disability (LD Online, 1997). Disability signs can be noticed in several ways the learner could find it difficult understanding and slow at learning. They could mix words up and get confused by simple words like run, want and eat and struggle with connection with sounds and letters. Signs might show of a disability also when the learner makes several spellings mistakes by reversing letters like “b” and “d” could possibly be as well as reading mistakes. Learners could become puzzled by basic maths symbols such as add (+) and take away (-). Difficulties could make it hard for the learner to be able to learn skills and they might rely on memory, learners can be impulsive which might lack at being able to plan and be on time of events that are made (LD Online, 1997). It’s sometimes hard for learners to have a stable pencil grip and struggle with understanding time, they could also have poor coordination and could possibly be unaware of their surroundings which could make them more likely to get into accidents. These signs are usually picked up by schools. Becoming aware of these signs at an early age could benefit the learner in the long run and help them get the support they need which could benefit the learner’s future. It is told that one within seven are affected by learning difficulties which is told by the National Institution of Health. It is crucial for the learner to be detected of a learning disability the higher the chance of the learner being able to succeed in education and in life. It is highly important that the parents are aware of learning disabilities and are aware at an early age of the child’s first year (LD Online, 1997).
Special Educational Needs (SEN) is a support that helps learners in schools get the support they need to help them with education and helps meet the needs of the learner. This includes giving access to a learning environment to allow them to receive the support they need to learn by working with their learning disability. Once there is access for the learner to know what support is needed there would be a plan of action to know what actions that are required and the outcome the learner needs to achieve with the support of Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO), the staff will make sure the support is set in place. If the correct support is not put in place the desired outcome is less likely to be reached. The plan of support can be reviewed and adapted to the learners needs to enable a plan best suited for the learner and the desired outcomes would be reached (Mencap, 2018).
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) is a code of practise for young people aged up until 25 to offer guidance from organisations that can support them and work beside young adults and children with learning disabilities within their educational needs. There are also two types of support which are SEN and Education, Health and Care (EHC) plans. SEN helps support the learner in their place of study and changes the systems such as ‘School Action’ and ‘School Action Plus’. For those that are studying in a compulsory school the support SEN offers and provides is getting the teacher of study to allow extra time to the student and helping by communicating with other students. They offer support with personal and physical care difficulties. Education, Health and Care plans are there to support those that need more support through SEN they go towards aiming for a more considerable type of support approach that helps with education, health and social care needs (Learning Disability- Policy and services, 2018, p. 30).
Educational establishments must place a certain amount of time to be able to identify issues such as academic, behavioural, emotional, social or even developmental needs that the environment within the school should be picked up on. When a learner transitions to a new school the Individual Education Plans (IEP) should be shared or another document which is like an IEP to be able to support the new school to be more aware of these problems. The liaison worker would make sure that the learner is continued to be educated in the best way to suit their way of learning, with equipment needed to support their education and finding their learning needs and abilities. The learner may need support with devices that assist them through their studies, support with transport to help them arrive or leave school grounds and one-to-one support when the learner may need assisting through classes.  Diabetes and epilepsy problems that may occur or any other health or medical problem will also be addressed. The IEP also documents the absences, performance, behaviour, socialisation and friendships as well as any documents on support that is getting used appropriately or to be able to address any problems within these areas (Bridge of Hope, p. 11).
[bookmark: _Hlk531165820]Some of the many theories regarding learning are Behaviourism, Cognitivism, Constructivism, Experimental learning, Humanism, Pedagogy, Andragogy and Pragmatism (Stanford 2014).  Behaviourism is where a learner is assumed that they could be passive and are taught by being shaped through positivity and negativity to strengthen and reinforce certain behaviours within the learner. The learner would then repeat their behaviour if the feedback they had was positive while the learner may not repeat the behaviour if the response was negative. It is crucial that the response to the learner’s behaviour is given immediately whether positive or negative to be able to encourage the learner to behave positively (Stanford 2014). Cognitivism is mainly focused on problem solving and the way of thinking, it is focused on the mind of the learner and what their way of thinking. It is crucial that the learner can learn with active participation and building the new upon the old knowledge. The learner is observed by their behaviour to be able to acknowledge the way of the learner’s mind (Stanford 2014).
Within the Equality Act (2010) if the learner has a disability, they are under the Equality Act (2010) which would consider learners that are mentally or physically disabled that may be long term or substantial and may affect day to day life (GOV.UK, 2010). It is illegal for any educational place to treat disabled learner’s differently than any other learner within education. Direct or indirect discrimination such as providing forms that may not be accessible for the disabled learner or refusing the learner admission due to their disability. There are many ways of discriminating the learner which are illegal. It is discrimination if the learner is refused his rights to be able to go outdoors for his breaks because of the effort and time it would take for the learner to get outside. A learner may struggle with concentration because their disability, shouting at them to pay attention would be a form of discrimination. Suspending the learner if they come forward about the discrimination after making a complaint would be a form of victimisation. All educational environments have to identify needs and disabilities and must assess learners with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) (Disability rights, 2010). 	
Special Educational Needs (SEN) can support in educational areas so that they can make sure all learners get the support they need by identifying any learning disabilities they might have and adjusting to alter any support needed if necessary and is reasonable. The majority of children who have a learning disability should be able to access this support to help them meet their needs to support them through their education. For a child that needs SEN support the next of kin or the learner must be assessed to see what support is needed to fit the learners needs. There should be a plan in place for the learner once their needs have been identified and the outcome of what they need to achieve is recognised, the next of kin or the learner must agree to these and be apart of the plan for it to be achieved. The staff that are supported by SENCO plays their part by placing the support into practise that is needed. Once the support has been put in place the next of kin or learner will review the effectiveness of the support that was given to see if it is needed to be continued, if the support is ineffective and needs another type of support this could also be arranged to suit the learner (Mencap, 2018).
The Welsh Government have changed SEN to Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in 2018 to support learners needs in the most efficient way. ALN is changing to be able to expand on the knowledge and expectations to increase better outcomes for the learners that need additional learning needs. By doing this ALN have been progressing with an ALN programme, which will support the learners by separating the SEN within educational areas for those with learning difficulties and disabilities so that they are able to support learners who need ALN aged zero to twenty-five with a united system. This transformed system would be beneficial to the learners that are a part of ALN which would be supported and encouraged to overcome difficulties they may encounter through education and that the learner is able to show and achieve their full potential. ALN will be improving the planning of the support as well as the delivery for the learners aged zero to twenty-five with the right support needed by listening to the learners wishes, needs, views and what their feeling about the support offered and if it would benefit them and their learning. It will be important for ALN to focus mainly on identifying the needs of the learner at early stages as well as using interventions to adjust and monitor to be able to see and support the outcomes for the learner. It is crucial for ALN to change this so that they could support all learners so that they could receive the support needed that fits their needs and to take part and enjoy their learning. Over 22.6% of learners in Wales have special educational needs which is 105,000 learners. Being under the new system it will benefit learners by having better planning which would also be adaptable and highly responsive, with the professionals within ALN which are confidently skilled in their type of work to identify learners needs and finding a solution for the learner to overcome any obstacles that might occur through their education and keeping the learner involved (Welsh Government, 2017).
Throughout this assignment it has shown the constant evolving process of the education system and how ALN would improve this in the future, looking at how it is evolving to make these changes. The assignment also explains the Equality Act (2010). Its has been investigated on how the current legislation is effective as well as the policies and how they have promoted inclusive education, it has also been explained what inclusive education is and how it supports learners that need SEN and ALN that have difficulties with learning and disabilities weather it occurs young or in later years and how ALN and SEN support these learners and their needs. It has also been discussed how the early signs of disabilities such as dyslexia are identified and the support that is there to facilitate them as well as how government policies and legislation helps promote inclusive education and how they put these into practice through out the system to help others with the same or new learning challenges. 
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