Children Young People and Families
Assignment Two
This paper will cover many topics regarding the understanding and importance of safeguarding children within the United Kingdom. This paper will examine a brief history if how children have been brought up since the first civilizations. This paper will give a short but accurate understanding of exactly what is meant by the term, safeguarding. This paper will then look at the current global efforts to attempt to solve any safeguarding issues. This paper will highlight which organisations are making efforts to undertake this monumental task. this paper will look at how the United Kingdom divides safeguarding and attempts to split the effort between different departments and boards. This paper will highlight legislations and acts that are there to ensure the safeguarding of all children. This paper will look at the acts put in place for educational purposes, as well are other institutions throughout the United Kingdom. This paper will also study how the British government tries to prevent trafficked children and what guidance is available. Disabled children are yet another topic that is covered by this paper. Lastly, this paper will examine what legislation and guidelines are expected for social workers to follow in order to meet their duty of care and properly safeguard individuals.
The modern methods of childhood as we know it now are a relatively new concept. Childhood should consist of basic needs such as an array of healthy foods, clean drinking water, unpolluted air, warmth, appropriate clothing, protection from the elements, education, love and care. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, as described by Poston (2009), can be applied to the essentials for what is now seen as a healthy modern childhood. Maslow’s theory suggests that all humans require levels of needs to be able to achieve the best that they are able to. The most basic section, physiological needs, will require air, water, food, shelter, clothing and sleep. These basic needs can be used to understand what is essential for a child to have a healthy upbringing.
Waldfogel (2010) implies that children require much more than just the basic needs, suggesting that only infant and toddlers require such basic needs, but as a child grows and learns more basic life skills, such as to walk and talk, they require a different style of parenting. This would require the parents to allow the children to find themselves, make friends, learn to share and play as much as they desire. Throughout history, through most civilizations, childhood was not always seen this way. Children were, and in some parts of the world, still are, seen as assets and another member of the workforce.
In ancient times, it is believed that one’s childhood was much different than what is expected in the modern age. In ancient Egypt, only boys from a wealthy background were believed to have been educated and were usually scribes. For most boys however, they would learn a trade, usually from their farther and being working as early as they were able to. Girls from all backgrounds followed a similar structure, learning skills from their mothers, usually household jobs. Lambert (2021) also suggests that most cultures followed the same trends, from the Greek, Roman, Aztec and most civilizations up until the Middle Ages in Britain where children from a noble background would be separated from their parents are sent to a different household, where boys as young as fourteen would learn to fight in combat and would aim to be acquainted as a knight by the age of twenty-one.
During the industrial era, Mohajan (2019) implies that during the eighteenth-century things began to change for children. Most children would be expected to work in the new and booming industries to help provide for their families. Some towns began to see the raise of charity-based schooling. During the nineteenth century more pressure was added to the children as more industrials, mainly textiles, were seeing massive growth and families were unable to survive without all family members working. Families were often large and infant mortality was high, leading to an exponential growth in the population during this century. Most children would be working upwards of twelve hours a day, most days of the week.
A ten-hour day for women and young people aged 13 to 18, was finally made illegal in factories across the United Kingdom (U.K.) in the 1847 Factory Act. However, additional Acts were required to clear up inconsistencies in the definition of the working day, which were still being taken full advantage of by factory owners and employers. Within the Factory Acts (Extension) Act of 1867, the act took the vital step of extending existing legislation to all factories employing 50 or more workers. It also brought regulation to many different industries, such as blast furnaces, iron and steel mills, paper making, glass manufactures, printing, bookbinding and tobacco (UK Parliament, 2022).
Safeguarding, as implied by Appleton, Harrison, and Mumby-Croft (2020), is the duty or action that is undertaken by someone with a responsibility to an individual that would be considered vulnerable. To safeguard an individual is to protect them and ensure that harm and abuse is not experienced by them. Safeguarding children is usually taken up naturally by their parents or guardian, however most peoples instinct would naturally prevent harm or abuse occurring to a vulnerable person. Safeguarding is also extremely relevant for all professionals that would be involved with an individual. Powell (2011) suggests that the term safeguarding can also be described as a duty of care, especially within the care sector.
Safeguarding within children has moved much further that just protecting individual children. Safeguarding children has adopted the global movement to protect all children from misfortunate upbringings and potential harm to their health and wellbeing, giving all children globally a fair and equal chance. The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) was adopted in 1989. It is the most ratified human rights treaty globally within the history of mankind. This is in itself clearly states the importance of children's rights and how as a developed world, we now understand this issue (Lievens, 2021).
The Convention contains 54 articles that encompass all areas of a child's life and establish the political, civil, social, economic, and cultural rights that all children globally deserve, suggests the United Nations Children's Fund (2022) (UNICEF). It also highlights how governments and adults must collaborate to ensure that all children have access to their full range of rights. Every person, regardless of gender, race, ability, language, religion or any other status, has rights. The Convention must be viewed as a whole and all of the rights are interconnected, and are all viewed equally, none being more important than another.  The right to play and relax (Article 31) and the right to freedom of speech (Article 13) are just as important as the right to be safe from violence (Article 19) and the right to education (Article 28). UNICEF suggest that it is the only organisation that is recognised by the convention currently working for children, UNICEF also add that all United Nations (UN) countries have ratified the convention, expect from the United States of America (U.S.A.)
While parents and carers are the primary caregivers for their children, local governments, in collaboration with partner organisations and agencies, have unique responsibilities to protect and promote the welfare of all children in their jurisdiction. The Children Acts of 1989 and 2004 impose specific obligations on local governments. Section 17 of the 1989 Act requires local councils to provide services to children in need in their area, regardless of where they are found; section 47 of the same Act requires local governments to conduct investigations if they believe a child has suffered or is likely to suffer significant harm. In local authorities, the Director of Children's Services and the Lead Member for Children's Services are essential points of professional and political accountability, with responsibility for the efficient performance of these duties (HM Government, 2018). 
Murray and Osborne (2009) imply that the staying safe, action plan (2008) has pledged to focus policies to protect and promote the welfare of vulnerable children with disabilities, with a specific goal of launching new practice advice on safeguarding disabled children in accordance with Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006). This policy guideline should be read in conjunction with Working Together, which outlines how all agencies and professions should collaborate to protect and enhance the welfare of children. It should also be read in conjunction with the Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and Their Families (2000), which gives a framework for establishing if a child is in need under the Children Act 1989 and selecting the best way to support them. This is the main policy that is still in use by the British Government in order to safeguard disabled children.
The Department for Education (2021) suggest that all schools and education board must adhere to the Education Act 2002 in order to maintain the appropriate levels of safeguarding within schools and education. This act would include all children under the age of eighteen. Legislation.gov.uk (2002) implies that all schools and colleges within England and Wales are to have empathy and regard when carried out their expected duty of care while safeguarding all children and promoting their welfare are best as possible. Everyone who works at a school or college should be aware of their safeguarding duties. Staff who deal closely with children should study at least Part one of this guideline, according to governing bodies and proprietors. Governing bodies and owners should ensure that people who do not deal directly with children read either Part one or Annex A of this guideline, in collaboration with their senior leadership teams and, in particular, their designated safeguarding lead.
As suggested by the HM Government (2022), the UK's adoption of the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Human Trafficking on 17 December 2008 was a significant step in strengthening the country's commitment and capabilities to combat human trafficking. The government intends to expand on this by applying to join the EU Directive on Human Trafficking and collaborating with other European and international governments to raise trafficking standards. It will also aim to prevent and decrease human trafficking in the UK, as well as to ensure that victims of human trafficking receive the assistance and support, they require.
The Safeguarding Children Research Initiative4 is a key part of the government's response to the Inquiry into the death of eight-year-old, Victoria Climbié. Its goal is to enhance the protection of children in England by providing a stronger evidence foundation for policy and practise development in three areas that have been highlighted as needing special attention: detection and first reaction to abuse. After abuse or the potential of abuse has been discovered, there are effective interventions. To protect children, good inter-agency and inter-disciplinary collaboration is required (Davies and Ward, 2012).
In conclusion, this paper has been faced, and has tackled a number of issues regarding safeguarding, and what initiatives the British government uses in order to ensure child safety. This paper has given a brief understanding of how childhood has changed over the years, throughout a number of civilizations. This paper then highlighted a number of acts and legislations that have been created and ratified in order to prevent the exploitation of children, mainly in the manufacturing industries. This paper then began to look at how the British government has offered guidance for an array of sectors within the country. These sectors were the department of education, disabled rights, tracked children and for parents and carers. Finally, this paper looked at how social workers have learnt from previous errors, and use mistakes made in past cases as examples on how to safeguard properly.





















Reference List
1. Appleton, J. V., Harrison, J. and Mumby-Croft, K. (2020) Safeguarding children: a public health imperative. Community Public Health in Policy and Practice E-Book: A Sourcebook, pp.263.
2. Davies, C. and Ward, H. (2012) Safeguarding children across services: Messages from research. Jessica Kingsley Publishers.
3. Department of Education. (2021) Keeping Children Safe in Education. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021914/KCSIE_2021_September_guidance.pdf (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
4. HM Government. (2018) Working Together to Safeguard Children. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942454/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_inter_agency_guidance.pdf (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
5. HM Government. (2022) Safeguarding Children Who May Have Been Trafficked. Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/177033/DFE-00084-2011.pdf (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
6. Lambert, T. (2021) A History of Children. Available at: https://localhistories.org/a-history-of-children/#:~:text=Most%20did%20not%20go%20to,to%20play%20and%20enjoy%20themselves. (Accessed: 04 May 2022).
7. Legislation.gov.uk. (2002) Education Act 2002. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
8. Leira, A. and Saraceno, C. (2008) Childhood: changing contexts. In Childhood: Changing Contexts. Emerald Group Publishing Limited.
9. Lievens, E. (2021) The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child and what it means for online services. Available at: https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/childrens-code-hub/how-to-use-our-guidance-for-standard-one-best-interests-of-the-child/the-united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/#:~:text=of%20the%20child%3F-,The%20United%20Nations%20Convention%20on%20the%20rights%20of%20the%20child,the%20importance%20of%20children's%20rights (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
10. Mohajan, H. (2019) The first industrial revolution: Creation of a new global human era.
11. Murray, M. and Osborne, C. (2009). Safeguarding Disabled Children. The Children Society. ISBN 978-1-84775-385-4. 
12. Poston, B. (2009) Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. The surgical technologist, 41(8), pp.347-353.
13. Powell, C. (2011) Safeguarding children and young people. Open University Press.
14. UNICEF. (2022) How We Protect Children’s Rights. Available at: https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/ (Accessed: 05 May 2022).  
15. UK Parliament. (2022) Later Factory Legislation. Available at: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/19thcentury/overview/laterfactoryleg/ (Accessed: 05 May 2022).
16. Waldfogel, J. (2010) What children need. Harvard University Press.
Morgan David John – 2015661		U.W.T.S.D.
