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INTRODUCTION:

The uniform and appearance of the Police Officer has always been a subject of great interest and debate (Greater Manchester Police (GMP), 2022). Since Robert Peel’s Metropolitan Police Force was established in 1829 (GMP, 2022) the uniform worn by the individual officer has changed significantly and so to, have public attitudes and perceptions towards the police.  The question this project intends to answer then is, does the appearance of the police uniform have an impact on public perception and if so, how?





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

To answer this question as thoroughly as possible given the timeframe afforded, the following objectives will need to be explored:
· Research how police uniform has changed from the 1950s to the present day. The reason for this timeframe is that uniform prior to this, except for the first uniforms which consisted of top hat and tailcoats, has changed very little. Consideration also needs to be made regarding the age of those likely to take part in any research carried out and what they can recall.
· Whether the public have any preferences comparing today’s uniform with those used previously and if so, why? Does the visual representation of the uniformed constable have any bearing on how they perceive the police service?
· Whether or not serving police officers feel that the uniform and equipment issued today has an impact on how the public respond to them in comparison to the uniform previously used.
· Concluding with any theories that confirm or allay the suggestion that uniform appearance has an impact on public perception. Also, any recommendations that could be suggested to police forces as a result of this research.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

In October 2021 a survey found that 63% of participants drawn from the public had a positive view of the police (Mann, 2021). However, there is also clearly a feeling that respect for police has dwindled in recent years and 78% of officers now feel they are not respected by the public (Hamilton, 2022). The factors contributing to this perceived decline in respect for the Police are undoubtedly vast and to explore this topic in its entirety would be unrealistic as there are simply too many variables to consider that could sway the argument either way. There are factors such as high-profile incidents involving police officers worldwide, such as the killing of George Floyd in 2020 which, although having taken place in the USA, has had British policing feeling the repercussions with Black Lives Matter protests held in vast numbers across the UK (Muir 2020). Also, the case of Sarah Everard, who was kidnapped, raped then murdered by then serving Metropolitan Police (MPS) officer Wayne Couzens resulting in a significant reduction in confidence in the police (Mann 2021).
Aside from both incidents involving offences committed by serving officers, these examples both had another thing in common, that is mass media coverage. Whilst some studies have found no direct impact from the media that effects confidence in the police, crime related media coverage often has a noticeable negative impact on public confidence. (Choi, Yim and Hicks, 2019). The media then can be said to have a strong influence in public perception, indeed the resignation of 2 Commissioners from the MPS was put down to “trial by media” (Hohl, 2011). 
Aside from the media, another way in which the public may form their opinion is by how they physically see and recognise the police, and the first thing the bystander will recognise is undoubtedly the uniformed officer. Whilst the medias impact has been explored previously, there is less apparent research into perception of the police based on how they physically appear and the proposed research aims to explore this.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Online Survey-(SurveyMonkey) for members of the general public.

Online Survey-(SurveyMonkey) for Serving Officers and Staff, distributed internally through South Wales Police intranet.

Face to face Interviews with members of the public.

Interviews may potentially incorporate a practical exercise where officers may wear older adoptions of dress to gauge public reaction-subject to permissions and demand.






	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Members of the general public, to obtain a variety of opinions with a view to understanding how the police are seen by the bystander. 

Currently serving Police Officers and Staff, to gauge and understand how they feel they are perceived by the public.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Whilst still members of the public, it would be insensitive to specifically ask the opinions of victims of crime or those in police custody to take part. In addition, the feedback from these groups is likely to be heavily biased. However, it may be the case that whilst surveys and interviews are carried out that individuals from the above groups are included. For this reason, these questions will not be asked, and should participants mention that they fall under these categories then their responses shall not be included.


	TIME SCALE:

1. Proposal and Ethics Forms-15/08/2022
2. Literature Review-24/10/2022
3. Research Methods Chapter-05/12/2022
4. Analysis of Results-23/01/2023
5. Findings-27/02/2023
6. Final Submission-27/03/2023
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