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Researching the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?

	Target 1
	Ensure that your references list is in alphabetical order, in line with the Harvard referencing guide. 

	Target 2
	When considering multiple points of view, ensure you come to a clear conclusion based on the evidence you have selected

	Target 3
	Read even more relevant books and journal articles as well as websites when researching

	Target 4
	Endeavour to synthesise research into your writing to aid the support of your key points.



A critical analysis and evaluation of the observation research tool, ‘Leuven Scale.’

I based my observation on indoor learning. Learning environment, which may be indoors or outdoors, is the mixture of the area and the framework where a child develops, grows, and learns. Children who learn indoors get more comfortable with new social situations and learn how to act appropriately there. The Curriculum for Wales suggests that discovery and independence should be encouraged in the Foundation Phase environment. Children grow and develop in enjoyable, engaging, stimulating, and safe indoor and outdoor surroundings, which encourage their innate desire to explore and learn through hands-on experiences. Also, they develop their problem-solving abilities in that setting by learning how to deal with various challenges. They may experience low success, poor behaviour, anxiety, and poor interactive engagement because of a bad learning environment. I based my observation on the question ‘’How does the use of foundation phase children sitting on the floor in the front of the teacher influence engagement?’’. Taken from what I have observed, children engage well in an organised, tidy, and colourful environment. 
My observation was based off pupils sitting on the floor in front of the teacher and how that influenced their engagement. Throughout my observation in the school, it was interesting to see that the children spend most of their learning sitting on the floor in front of the teacher and the whiteboard. A study conducted by Bennett and Blundell (1983) demonstrated the impact of different seating arrangements, row versus cluster, on the quantity and quality of work done by primary school students. They discovered that when children were sitting in rows, they finished more work, but the quality remained the same. In the foundation phase teachers like to teach children through carpet time. It is seen in most schools in the foundation phase classrooms that there is some sort of carpet in the front of the classroom. It has seen to have many benefits. Carpets contribute to the classroom's more relaxed atmosphere. Children might feel more at ease and settled in the classroom as a result. Less distributes and a more organised day for both children and teachers. When the children sit on the carpet, they have an arrange seating plan. The usage of seating plans in the classroom helps teachers manage the space more effectively and strengthens the learning of the children. A seating plan can be arranged by looking at each child’s personal learning needs which enables each child to feel supported and to work well. Creating a seating arrangement might help with classroom management problems as well. Students who often converse with one another might be separated. Those who have trouble focusing should be moved to the front of the class or close to your desk so you can monitor them and help them. Some children may believe that you are choosing favourites when you make a seating plan. That may create mistrust and anger. This might be harmful to the learning process because you want everyone in your classroom to respect one another. There tends to be quite a few shy children in the foundation phase, by sitting a shy child next to a positive and confident child might help that shy child com out of their shell. In the school I observed, the teacher had an interesting method with the seating plan. She sat the eager, confident children at the back and the shy, naughty children at the front. However, this made the confident, positive children disinterested and the children were not eager to learn. Another way teachers like to teach is when the children sit on the floor in a circle. A circular layout might be appropriate to encourage the flow of ideas, thoughts, and expressions while a teacher is leading conversations. Teachers using a circular seating arrangement find it easier to regulate the debate and may persuade disinterested students to participate since students can clearly see the individual voicing their thoughts. Teachers can assign seats to students such that more active students sit close to them, and more shy students sit across from them. This allows the teacher to make eye contact with students who may need encouragement to participate and indicate to more engaged students while giving opportunities to others. Nowadays, circle time is a widely utilised strategy, particularly in UK primary schools, for children to develop social and emotional skills.
However, there are articles online stating that children shouldn’t sit still in class. Children learn and pay attention in class better when they get short activity breaks throughout the day because they are movement-based (Brian Gatens 2017). Teachers are now developing strategies for the children to do in the classroom to do little activities every so often to keep the kids engaged through physical activity. A common activity is cosmic yoga where children engage in yoga for five minutes to ten minutes throughout the day. 
The Leuven scale, a five-point scale, is used by educators, nursery workers, and childcare professionals to assess a child's emotional health and engagement. Early years are crucial for the concept of emotional well-being and involvement since it protects a child's emotional growth while promoting involvement for academic growth. The Leuven scale levels of engagement seeks to measure a child's level of enthusiasm to a given activity. (See Leuven scale attached in appendix A). The Leuven Scale's observational foundation and emphasis on placing the child at the centre of their own learning are two of its key features. The Leuven Scale makes sure that the approach does not fall into the trap of being a "one size fits all" pedagogical strategy that can be simply applied to every child by focusing on the child and their mental, social, and emotional wellness. It challenges professionals to be responsive to a child's needs and adaptive. The Leuven scale has drawn a lot of criticism for not effectively taking specific educational requirements or impairments in children into consideration. Given that children exhibit diverse behaviours in various cultures, this critique is equally applicable when examining cultural differences in children's behaviour and has many of the same weaknesses as John Bowlby's theory of attachment. The Leuven Scale's largest and possibly most significant benefit is that it gives parents and childcare workers a consistent, useful, and adaptable tool to measure engagement and learning.
One of the fundamental purposes of observing children is to enable adults to gain greater understanding of their needs. Every child is special in their own way. Recognizing children's differences and accepting that they have a right to be treated with respect are crucial if we are to properly address their specific needs. (Sheila Riddall-Leech 2008).
I observed four foundation phase children sitting on the floor in front of the teacher and measured their level of engagement with the teacher. The children sitting on the floor were in an arranged seating plan with the more confident children sitting at the back and the quieter and naughtier children sitting at the front. The seating plan consisted of four rows, and I observed one child from each row every ten minutes three times. In the first 10 minutes of the observation the child in the back row was the most engaged and the children in rows 1,2 and 3 were equally engaged. The following 10 minutes, the child in the front row and back row was most engaged with the children in the second and third row not engaged at all. In the last 10 minutes, the children in the front and back row were slowly losing interest and the children in the second and third row had lost interest. (Results shown in Appendix C) I also observed how frequent each child was at putting their hand up, engaging with the teacher, looking at the teacher and daydreaming. The findings are remarkably similar to the previous results and can be seen in the appendix D.
When conducting research there are ethical guidelines to follow. The term "ethics" refers to the moral standards that guide how specific behaviours or activities should be conducted. Research ethics standards uphold moral and social ideals. They include public health and safety, social responsibility, animal welfare, and human rights. They also involve conformity with the law. In recognition of both their rights and of differences resulting from age, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, class, nationality, cultural identity, partnership status, faith, disability, political belief, or any other significant characteristic, The British Educational Research Association (BERA) believes that Individuals should be treated fairly, sensitively, with dignity, and free from prejudice. Consent is a major matter when conducting research. However, as I am observing children without them knowing, I have not disclosed any names of the children in the school.  Researchers must follow ethical guidelines or risk creating questionable study findings. Research ethics are essential for a variety of reasons. They support the values needed for collaborative work, advance the goal of the study, and guarantee that researchers are answerable to the general audience.
In my research I found that it does matter where children are placed when sitting on the floor. The children sitting in the middle seem disinterested compared to the children sitting in the front and back row. I agree that seating plans should be in place, however I do think that they should change every so often so that every child gets equal opportunity to sit in each row to see if that enhances their learning. The data I gathered was qualitive data. The purpose of qualitative research is to collect and analyse non-numerical data. An advantage is that data from qualitative research is based on observations and experiences made by people. A disadvantage with qualitative research, it may be quite challenging to reproduce comparable results. This links with reliability. The consistency of the measurement is referred to as reliability. The information is credible if the obtained data produces consistent findings when examined using different methodologies and sample groups. The outcomes will be valid if your approach is reliable. The measurement's accuracy is referred to as validity. Validity demonstrates how a certain test is appropriate in each circumstance. The research is genuine if the findings support the researcher's condition, reasoning, and prediction. I used random sampling when choosing my participants. Results may have differed if I had used different children from each row. I conducted my observation in a field experiment, a natural, real life environment. I conducted a naturalistic observation in a real life setting which was covert as the children did not know that they were being observed. However, due to cofounding variables results may be different. No child is the same each day. For example, the children might be tired or hungry or something could have happened in the day that affects how they usually act. To improve this observation, I would conduct each observation at various times of the day. For example, in the morning, after lunch and at the end of the day. (Appendix E).
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Appendix 
A) Leuven Scale for involvement 
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B) Observation schedule blank version
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E) Professional Reflection 
The Research Days allowed you to start making connections between theory and practice.  Use this template to reflect on your experience as a researcher.  

1.Describe ONE of the observations you carried out.  What did you learn from it? 
I observed the children sitting on the mat in front of the teacher and observed their level of involvement. I learnt that some children had more attention spans than others. A lot of the children were continuously daydreaming and not concentrating. 

2.What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant observer in the classroom?
I found that a lot of the children kept trying to interact with me throughout the observation. 

3.In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool?
The Leuven Scale's largest and possibly most significant benefit is that it gives parents and childcare workers a consistent, useful, and adaptable tool to measure engagement and learning. The Leuven scale has drawn a lot of criticism for not adequately taking specific educational requirements or impairments in children into consideration.

4.What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? 
I found that it was useful. I found that different ways of teaching can influence the engagement of children. 

5.What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again?  Why?
To improve this observation, I would conduct each observation at various times of the day. For example, in the morning, after lunch and at the end of the day. This is because I would get more accurate results.

6.Discuss another method of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice.  What are the positives and negatives?
To improve my practise, I could do personal reflection. It aids in the development of fresh approaches to issues and the meaningful and structured exploration of such issues. This might lower risks in the future or offer a better solution to manage the same issue later. However, there is a disadvantage where you might not remember what happened in your past experiences.
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