


Certain government members have advocated for reform within the House of Lords or its complete abolition for over ten years. Lord McFall of Alcluith has contended that despite improvements, issues persist within the House of Lords, particularly concerning size Scott (2023). Whether the House of Lords is indispensable to the United Kingdom or useless to the public arises. Upon thoroughly examining research, evidence, and facts, it becomes evident that the House of Lords is an essential institution for the United Kingdom. However, enhancing its democratic principles through reforms and adjusting its rules and election processes would be highly advantageous.
The United Kingdom comprises three houses: Parliament, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords. Parliament's primary responsibilities are creating and amending legislation, conducting debates, scrutinising the work of the government, and checking and approving government spending. In addition, a parliament is the interim parliamentary period between general elections. The notion of parliamentary sovereignty is enshrined in the UK constitution. It establishes Parliament as the supreme legal authority in the United Kingdom, with the power to pass or repeal any legislation. In general, judges cannot overrule its legislation, and no Parliament can pass laws that future legislatures cannot change. The most significant aspect of the UK constitution is parliamentary sovereignty (UK Parliament, 2024).
The House of Lords constitutes the secondary legislative chamber of the United Kingdom Parliament, operating independently from the elected House of Commons and complementing its functions. Both bodies are tasked with the enactment of legislation and the scrutiny of government activities. The membership composition of the House of Lords is dynamic, with the number of seats fluctuating weekly due to individuals entering or departing. As of July 19, 2023, as indicated by Goddard (2023), the total membership stood at 827, of which 784 were eligible to participate in proceedings. Four judicial life peers and 784 life peers were appointed under the (Life Peerages Act 1958). This resulted in a total membership of 670, including 25 bishops and 89 hereditary members, and the establishment of the Appointments Commission of the House of Lords in 2000 marks an autonomous entity distinct from the House itself. This Commission is responsible for proposing non-partisan life peers and reviewing all life peer nominations, including those endorsed by UK political parties, to uphold the highest standards of integrity. Recommendations are subject to confirmation by the Prime Minister and formalised by the monarch. This process typically spans several weeks from the initial announcement by the House of Lords Appointments Commission or the Government. Before assuming membership, individuals must agree upon a title, and the issuance of Letters Patent and a Writ of Summons ensues. These documents, bearing royal approval upon sealing, confer a life peerage upon the recipient. Upon receipt of the sealed Letters Patent, individuals are entitled to be addressed within the House of Lords by their newly acquired title of Lord or Baroness. However, their entitlement to sit and vote in the chamber commences only after their formal introduction. 
The role and function of the House of Lords, operating independently from and in tandem with the House of Commons, are multifaceted and serve to shape legislation, scrutinise governmental actions, and uphold democratic principles. Three primary roles characterise this collective endeavour within the House. Its pivotal role resides in the legislative process, whereby members dedicate significant efforts to examining and refining proposed legislation, commonly known as bills, representing the initial stage in the formulation of laws. Both chambers of Parliament must deliberate on these bills comprehensively before they attain the status of Acts of Parliament. These legislative proposals directly affect societal welfare, including education, welfare, and healthcare. Secondly, the House of Lords assumes a crucial function in thoroughly examining public policies, leveraging the diverse expertise of its members to conduct detailed inquiries into matters of public interest. This investigative endeavour is undertaken predominantly by establishing select committees that systematically scrutinise specific policy domains. These committee proceedings are conducted transparently and are accessible to the public, thereby fostering accountability and enhancing the democratic process. In essence, the House of Lords plays an indispensable role in the legislative and policy-making landscape of the United Kingdom, offering expertise, scrutiny, and accountability in formulating and implementing laws and policies that significantly impact the everyday lives of citizens. The third critical role undertaken by the House of Lords pertains to its function in holding the government accountable (UK Parliament 2024). Hansard (2022) documented that during proceedings held on December 19, 2022, 5,244 amendments were made to 100 Bills. Members of the House actively raised concerns, exerted pressure on the government for remedial action, and subjected governmental decisions to rigorous scrutiny through extensive debates spanning over 3,350 hours of parliamentary business. Topics of discussion included pressing issues such as ambulance delays, mental health support for rough sleepers, and restoring the National Health Service (NHS) to pre-pandemic levels. Notably, amendments to the Health and Social Care Bill, which ultimately attained the status of an Act of Parliament on April 28, 2022, were particularly noteworthy. Members advocated for reconsideration on various fronts, including dispute resolution in children's palliative care, combating organ trafficking, ensuring safe discharge protocols from hospitals, permitting the administration of early medical abortions at home, and addressing human trafficking within the NHS supply chain. Through these deliberations, the House of Lords demonstrated its commitment to ensuring governmental accountability and fostering robust policy outcomes in the interest of public welfare. 
What are the merits of the House of Lords? Dunleavy, Park, and Taylor (2018) assert that notwithstanding some contentious peer appointments in recent years, there is a widespread perception among a significant segment of the populace, numerous Members of Parliament, and prominent figures within the House of Lords that peers contribute invaluable expertise to public affairs. Moreover, they posit that there has been a noticeable enhancement in the social diversity of the House of Lords membership over the past century. Another advantage highlighted is the 'Salisbury convention', which stipulates that the House of Lords will afford second readings to bills endorsed by the elected government in the House of Commons, provided they possess a majority and are consistent with manifesto commitments. Conversely, the critiques articulated by Dunleavy, Park, and Taylor (2018) warrant consideration. They contend that the House of Lords is perceived as undemocratic and lacking in diversity, notwithstanding indications of improved social inclusivity over the preceding decade. Numerous allegations of cronyism have been levied, particularly concerning the fact that individuals nominated for peerage remain entirely unelected. All peers are entitled to retain their seats for their lives, eluding citizen accountability or potential removal. However, a recent development allows peers to retire from the House of Lords voluntarily. Moreover, concerns persist regarding the efficacy of the scrutiny applied to peerage appointments, with observations suggesting that nominations are subject to only cursory and insufficient evaluation by the House of Lords Appointments Commission, a regulator perceived as lacking in robust oversight mechanisms. Many citizens believe that major party donors wield undue influence in securing peerages. Furthermore, Ministers in the House of Lords are not subjected to the same degree of accountability as their counterparts in the House of Commons. Allegations of misconduct against peers underscore the vulnerabilities inherent in a system where legislators operate with limited accountability and oversight, thereby exposing the institution to potential instances of corruption. (Dunleavy, Park, Taylor, 2018). The prevalence of patronage power wielded by prime ministers and party leaders has led to a significant expansion in the size of the House of Lords, accompanied by substantial costs, an article by Leo Benedictus in 2022 and data from the report reveals that members of the House of Lords attended an average of 68 days each, with average expense claims amounting to £11,830 per member during the fiscal year 2020/21. (Full Fact, 2022).
In a discourse delivered by the Lord Speaker, the Right Honourable Lord McFall of Alcluith, on December 7th, 2022, he articulated a conceptual framework alongside several incontrovertible observations pertinent to the contemporary House of Lords. Emphasising its distinctive role as a pivotal agent in enhancing parliamentary scrutiny and refinement, Lord McFall underscored the House of Lords' intrinsic value, positioning it as a complementary entity to, yet distinct from, the House of Commons. Furthermore, he expounded upon a fundamental truth: while acknowledging the House of Lords' potential to contribute significantly, addressing concerns regarding its composition is imperative. Lord McFall underscored the imperative of rectifying such issues, emphasising the pivotal role of democratic principles in fostering enhanced legislative efficacy and public policy formulation. Central to this discourse was the notion of augmenting the House of Lords' function in fortifying legislative quality and complementing the endeavours of House of Commons committees (Hansard, 2022). 
An analysis of the advantages and disadvantages inherent in the House of Lords suggests that a reform would be advantageous. In a guest paper by Meg Russell titled "House of Lords Reform: Navigating the Obstacles" (Institute for Government, 2023), Russell's framework outlines comprehensive reforms for the upper chamber, some of which can be enacted without legislative intervention. She critiques the Conservative government's perceived inaction on Lords reform and suggests Labour may lead in driving reforms. In this scenario, Starmer is expected to pursue a two-stage approach, aiming to reduce the chamber's size to align with the House of Commons. He also proposes empowering the House of Lords Appointments Commission to scrutinise peer nominations and address the presence of hereditary peers through removal or discontinuing by-elections. It is plausible to assert that the House of Lords represents a valuable and fundamental asset to the United Kingdom. A reform of the second chamber would not only mitigate current accusations of cronyism but also instil greater confidence among the public in their chosen government's ability to enhance the welfare and resilience of the nation.
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