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	Title of Dissertation:
How far can we determine whether it was the Jewish or Pagan communities of the Roman Empire who were more receptive to conversion to Christianity within the first and second centuries AD?


	Aims and Objectives:
· To consider evidence for the adoption of the Christian faith within the Jewish community, considering Jerusalem, Rome, and selected Jewish enclaves of the diaspora, both before and after the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, considering what factors facilitated Jewish conversions.
· To consider the evidence for the adoption of the Christian faith within the Pagan communities of the Roman empire, using the same cities of Jerusalem, Rome, and selected Jewish enclaves from the diaspora, considering the reasons that an historically, socially and politically polytheistic population, would choose Christianity.


Methodology:

A. Review New Testament content widely available before AD200 and evaluate references to the methodology and success of expansion of the church within the Roman Empire.  
B. Analyse primary sources for indicators of regional Roman reception of Christianity.  These sources to include contemporary writers including historians, philosophers, and politicians.  
C. To consider contemporary art and symbolism to identify the rate of growth of Christian representation, in Jewish and Pagan worship.
D. To consider available statistics for estimations of the growth rate of Christianity within the specified period within specified individual cities, or to form assumptions for such growth based on records for similar settlements. 
E. To reference assumptions from Socio-economic methodologies to provide a reference framework, and health-check for expansion assumptions.
F. To consider evidence for variances in the demographic profiles of Christian converts to 200 CE in terms of both Jewish and Pagan converts, considering historic assumptions that the growth of Christianity was predominantly amongst the lower echelons of society.





	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

In the immediate aftermath of the Roman execution of Jesus Christ in Circa 33 CE, it is difficult to believe that those other than his immediate and most ardent followers held much hope for the future of the New Covenant with God promised by Jesus. When Jesus was resurrected, he appeared only to small numbers of followers, not to a wider audience, and then disappeared entirely, replaced by the Holy Spirit, who would help spread the word of His ascension and ongoing role with humanity.  Although Jesus tasked his Apostles to spread the word, it must have seemed an unlikely goal for them to achieve, when considering an absent figure-head, a break from Judaism, a negative Jewish reception, an aggressive Roman reception, within a Roman Empire which was not only polytheistic, but within which; religions, and their associated infrastructures were not only sometimes state requirements, but more often significant financial and state supported institutions, with political importance. 

The key question is how did the Christian faith develop to 200AD, why did it successfully attract follower, how quickly did it do so, from which parts of Roman society did these followers come, and what was a Christian life for these converts within the Roman Empire?

Whilst the New Testament suggests impressive figures for successful conversions, ancient writers frequently exaggerated facts to make their desired point, and an inflation of numbers is likely.  Whilst we have the New Testament Apostolic correspondence with the growing churches, contemporary historical references from within the Roman Empire, frequently suggest a perception of Christian sedition from the Roman authorities, resulting in suspicion, and persecution. Traditionally, therefore, the growth of the Christian Church was considered to have been most successful amongst the disadvantaged, conducted largely in secret to protect adherents from Roman persecution and Jewish hostility.  

However, within this dissertation I will follow the model suggested by Rodney Stark, in “The Rise of Christianity”[footnoteRef:1] and argue that whilst the conversion rates suggested in the New Testament are exaggerated, later references to the likely numbers of Christian converts suggest a growth rate congruent with a successful, popular and even public cult within the Roman Empire.  Therefore, this dissertation will offer a consideration of both the helpful and limiting factors which influenced the growth of the Christian Church to 200AD amongst selected Jewish and Pagan communities within the Roman Empire.  I will consider evidence from the New Testament, contemporary writers, archaeological evidence, the influence of demographics, considering the reasons for the relative success of Christianity, within both Jewish and polytheistic communities, and argue that the popular view of a cruelly persecuted, secret Christian community, is not wholly supported by the evidence, and that with the application of socio-scientific methodology, we may consider a revised view of the successful growth of the Christian church within the Roman world, with converts from both the Jewish and pagan faiths, with differing demographics, worshipping openly. [1:  Stark, R.  The Rise of Christianity.  New York:  Princetown University Press. 1996.
] 
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