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About Me:
 
My name is Ben Matthews and I am 19 years old. I am from the Carmarthenshire area and live in Llangennech which is on the outskirts of Llanelli near the M4 corridor. 

Along with my studies at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, I also hold a keen interest in sport, which allows me to engage and interact with many different people from varied backgrounds. From an early age, I was always a keen competitive footballer, having played for my local Club every year from the ages of 7 to 18. In addition to playing football, I have previously assisted with coaching of younger age groups within the Club and refereed some of their football matches. 

In more recent years I have also played the sport of bowls. I play regularly for local Clubs both indoors and outdoors and have represented Wales at international level during each of the last 3 years. I have also won County and National titles and represented Wales at the British Isles Bowls Championships in 2015.  

Previous teaching experience:

Prior to starting my studies at UWTSD, I undertook a brief period of voluntary work experience at my local Primary School in Llangennech, which provided me with an initial insight into teaching within a Primary School setting.

During my first year at University, I enjoyed an extremely productive and challenging teaching placement at St Thomas Community Primary School in Swansea. Even though I have aspired to become a Primary School teacher since the age of 15, my experience during this placement re-affirmed that aspiration. The placement itself provided me with first-hand experience of the daily demands placed upon teachers, along with the many rewards and benefits of supporting children in a safe and effective learning environment. 

The overall experience was so positive, that at the conclusion of my first academic year at University, I approached the Headteacher at the school about the prospect of undertaking some voluntary work experience throughout the Summer Term. The additional experience gained during this period was invaluable, as it allowed me to not only engage further with children from different year groups, but also to gain further knowledge and insight from both teaching and support staff at the school. 

Academic history:

My academic studies to date have been many and varied and have enabled me to enter Higher education on a sound footing. My educational experience at Bryngwyn School in Llanelli was an extremely positive one. The school environment provided me with significant opportunities to develop both academically and socially. At the conclusion of my time at Bryngwyn School I had obtained 11 GCSE’s all at grades C or above.

In addition, at the beginning of my Key Stage 3 studies I had the opportunity to enter a bilingual stream class. In doing so, I was able to complete my Welsh GCSE qualification by the end of Year 9. Following on from this, I was provided with the opportunity to study Welsh at A/S level, gaining the qualification at the end of Year 11. My academic achievements at Bryngwyn allowed me to progress onto further education at Coleg Sir Gar in Llanelli. 

College itself was a completely different experience and challenged me to adopt a greater personal self-discipline around my studies. I studied A levels in Sociology and Business Studies along with the Welsh Baccalaureate qualification and achieved grades which enabled me to enter UWTSD.

My studies and qualifications gained at both school and college as detailed above provided me with excellent academic knowledge and a sound footing when I commenced at University. My well-developed skills set gained through my academic studies has also enabled me to interact positively and effectively with fellow students and Lecturers at University.    

Reasons for entering the teaching profession:

Throughout school, we were constantly encouraged to evaluate our options for future career paths. As someone who has always been happiest when engaging with other people, my chosen career path was always going to involve a role which worked with and supported people. In addition to this, interacting with younger people has always been a passion of mine.

Taking these aspects into account, by the age of 15, I had already decided that teaching within the primary sector would be the career I wanted to undertake. 

My decision to follow this career path has been further ratified following my first year at University and the experiences I have gained during my previous placement and subsequent voluntary work experience. Working with the children at school and helping them improve and develop throughout their early school years is extremely rewarding.

The kind of teacher I aspire to be:

I would describe myself as an extremely happy and sociable individual with a strong sense of purpose and a desire to always help and support others.

Throughout my PTE I would encourage pupils to adopt a similar ethos in their approach to school and other children and staff at school. I enjoy working and socialising within positive environments and I would aim to ensure that this was apparent at all times whilst undertaking my PTE. Even though I would encourage children to have fun within their learning environment, I would also strive to instil a sense of self-discipline and respect amongst all learners.

Finally, I would also encourage an environment which ensured that all pupils feel comfortable in approaching me for advice and support regardless of the nature of the issue. 
     
Areas/subjects I could teach:

The ability to teach a wide range of subject areas is a priority for all primary school teachers and the generic nature of this work is something which initially attracted me to the profession. Having said that, I also recognise that most teachers will have an area of expertise which they feel comfortable and confident to teach. 
From a personal perspective, having a strong interest in sport I hold a particular passion in improving the health and well-being of pupils within school life. As such, I would be interested in teaching Physical Education lessons with the aim of improving pupils’ basic skills in this area and encouraging a strong team ethos amongst all.
 
Also, I firmly believe that the use of Welsh as a language within primary schools in Wales is extremely important. I would be very interested in developing my teaching experience in this area to provide pupils with a basic understanding of the Welsh language and to support and encourage them to use Welsh in their daily lives, both within and outside of school. 

