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1.  Video based around the Brown Bear story and Tap, Tap the box to promote bilingualism Welsh and English used equally.  Video accessible via the link: IMG_8812.mov 

2. Essay based on bilingualism. 

3. Reference list. 


































The Importance of bilingualism.  
Xia et al (2022) states that bilingualism promotes the brain to function through the use of two languages, through communicating in more than one language it supports the child’s cognitive development in a enhanced level. Through the use of right prefrontal cortex also the left inferior frontal gyrus which works hand in hand when working seamlessly and effectively to allow the brain to change between two or more languages in order to change what you can hear in which you can verbally vocalize. In comparison to someone who communicates through the use of one language the brain is not required to function  as highly as a individual who communicates through more than one languages. According to Baker (2007) through the prolonged period of time spent in a early years education settings in addition to a due to the extended period of time spent as school in childhood this would allow the child to learn a new language and to become fluent which would allow them to communicate effectively with other individuals through promoting inclusion. However on the other hand baker (2017) states that individuals who communicate bilingually are more inclined to understand hints and clues when put in situations when problem solving is required, through communicating bilingually it promotes parts of the brain to work hard in order to communicate seamlessly through the use of two languages which then allows the individual brain to function at a higher pace when put in situations where problem solving is required. Through extensive research carried out by Pons et al (2015) stating that newborn babies  also babies ranging from four months to twelve months required to watch their parents or practitioners mouth and facial movements to differentiate what language is being spoken at a specific moment this is vital for young children as lip reading plays a vital role when learning a new language due to pronunciation. Lip reading for young children assist them in many different ways. Lip reading also supports communication to the individuals who are hard of hearing this allows them to observe communication between one and other through facial expressions and lip movement and also gestures. 
Benefits of being bilingual. 
 Senedd Cymru (no date) states that according to Baker (no date) through being bilingual comes with endless benefits for example he suggests that through being bilingual it boosts the children’s self esteem through changing and communicating through the use of more than one language it allows the child to feel a sense of worth and joy as they are able to successfully communicate with a vast group of people. However baker also states that it expands further to feeling at one in Wales through being able to communicate through the medium of the  Welsh language it gives the child a sense of Cynhefin where it also works hand in hand to ensure the child’s self-esteem has been boosted however it also provides the child a sense of belonging. On the other hand baker (no date) states that through being bilingual during early years it provides opportunities for children for the future due to employment often require Welsh language, being bilingual it provides endless employment opportunities with space to thrive and foster strong friendship also to ensure that a multicultural work space is being created and supported. The united nations convention on the rights of the child, UNCRC (1989) article 30 was created in order to support bilingualism for children and families. Article 30 underpins the rights of global minority in order for every individual to communicate freely in their chosen language. Through the policy put in place this supports the right for the child to choose what language preferred to be used when communicating throughout daily routines. 
Welsh additional language. 
Jones (2016) states that Welsh additional language is a setting or school based learning experience where the Welsh language is being taught. through the use of the Welsh early years policies these are placed in order for children to acquire different language than what is being spoke at home. Jones (2016) also states By learning a new language at a school setting children are able to then go home and further their parent and guardians language knowledge starting with key words which often leads to fluently communicating bilingually however this often takes time to beging to see progression to become fluent in a second language this often takes a estimate of 10 years before a child becomes fluent and confident to use their second language daily. Through working in partnership with the Senedd Cymru (no date) jones came to the conclusion that in Wales the number of children and adults who communicate through the Welsh language as declined however by 2050 the Senedd states that there will be one million Welsh speakers in Wales. By the increased of Welsh speakers this will further enhance feeling at one with the cynhefin and also the community around them. 

Divergent thinking and brain development in young children. 
The video linked of a activity the practitioner supports the importance of communicating bilingually through interconnecting the English first language but also through the use of repetition within the Welsh additional language being used consistently throughout the activity of brown bear, brown bear. To support the practitioners work throughout this activity Binks et al (2023) states that through the four step cycle this allows children to linking English words and Welsh words throughout provocations supports positive use of being two languages which promotes bilingualism in a early years setting through practitioners proudly communicating through the Welsh language children observe the practice and proudly begin to add simple yet affective Welsh phrases into their daily routine this is beneficial for young children’s minds as the listen and observe information used around then until they become confident to use the information in which over time the children become fluent and communicate bilingually. Binks et al (2023) states that the four step cycle stems from adult interactions dependent of the practitioners attitude, proficiency, fluency and confidence is dependent of the children’s attitude and wants to learn a new language also by using the four step cycle this ensures the child’s brains work at a higher speed to ensure that both languages are being heard then processes before verbally communicating.  However on the other hand Guilford (1967) four step process is based on fluency, flexibility, elaboration and originality. Similar to the binks and Thomas (2023) cycle Guilford states that his 4 stage process is highly beneficial due to  the child being able to express their language through being original. This process can be fulfilled through expressing language in a creative way through art or even language wise as there is endless ways to express your originality through exploration into becoming bilingual. In comparison Dr Bialystok (2015) states that not all originality stems from being creative she states that it is all based on children thinking divergently through using part of the brain to problem solve and think of life situations in a creative and imaginative way. Through the children sharing their unique ideas with other children this promotes the best form of learning as through working and communicating in groups more information is being gathered. As the practitioner shows through story time and tap tap the box this allows the children to choose and take turns of their favourite stories and music this allows the children to listen to others verbally sharing their favourites through the use of bilingual songs and or stories. However Bialystok and Guilford methods are similar to one another moreover Dr Bialystok (2015) believes that her theory is more beneficial to the children at the end result. 
Framework and policies
Within a early years settings one beneficial policy put in place is the UNCRC article 30 to ensure that a child is given the right and free will to choose which language they would prefer to be communicated through using. Also the3 Welsh language measure (2011) was put into place to ensure all children, parents and practitioners receive equal attitude and respect whether English is being spoken and also Welsh language as both  are required to be treated with equal respect. 

To conclude all theorist are passionate about supporting children through being bilingual. Due to living in Wales with the decreased numbers of Welsh speakers the local authorities and the local government would like to continue to support the use of Welsh languages to ensure that by 2050 Wales will have reached the target of one million Welsh speakers within early years sector due to the age of children adding familiar Welsh vocabulary will allow the children a stepping stone to achieve being bilingual whilst they reach a schooling age due to becoming bilingual being a process which may take various years for the child to build a range of vocabulary and feel confident to communicate within the second language.
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