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1. Brief + Introduction to the
Independent Project

2. What is a Theoretical Framework:
Underpinning your research

3. Referencing Conventions, Writing
an Intro & Conc, and Structure Writing

4. Research and Library Use with Emily Wild

Overview



1. To give you the brief.

2. To introduce the written component of
Independent Project Module (ADDA6006)

3. To explain the Module Aims, Learning
Outcomes and Assignment Specifications

AIMS of this session:



Assignment Brief

Do you remember your level 4 first assignment? 

Component 1 = 
DRI
5000 words 
20 credits

Component 2 
= External 
LIVE Projects

20 credits

40 credits

At least 15 sources in your bibliography. Mainly books but 



Component 1 of the 
Independent Project

=
Your Independent Design 

Research Inquiry or 
Extended Essay



What do I 
need to do 

for 
Component 1 

of the 
Independent 

Project?



Learning Aims 
To develop the ability of students to engage critically and innovatively 
with theory and/or practice relevant to their studied subject areas in 
order to produce a discipline-specific in-depth project.



Learning Outcomes 
- Demonstrate intellectual skills in the identification of an appropriate
topic, problem or challenge for investigation pertinent to their field of 
study and formulate a suitable plan for further research utilising 
relevant investigative methods in order to produce a response.

- Evidence in-depth knowledge and critical understanding of
principles necessary to underpin their education within their chosen 
field of study and problem solving techniques applicable to this. 

- Evidence independence of thought and critical evaluation in the
production of an independent piece of work, demonstrating 
transferable skills through exercising initiative and personal 
responsibility in planning own learning and self-management.

- Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of
media, and present their work appropriately in a manner that can be 
understood by specialist and non-specialist audiences. 



Design Crafts Independent Inquiry 
(5000 words).

External/Live 
brief Research

External/Live 
brief Project

Surface Pattern 
& Textiles

Independent Inquiry 
(5000 words).

External/Live 
brief Research

External/Live 
brief Project

Product & 
Furniture 
Design

Independent Inquiry 
(5000 words).

External/Live 
brief Project

External/Live 
brief Project

It is a 40 credit module in a portfolio format. 
There are 3 components:   

Part 1 = 50%, Part 2 and 3 = 50%



This project puts the emphasis on you to independently 

design and build a coherent piece of writing of 5,000 

words. Therefore, you develop a research question and 

create a structure that explores that question. 

Everything about the question and structure of the 

independent inquiry is negotiable with your supervisor, 

but you can employ the structure of a dissertation or 

extended essay. Whatever helps you to feel comfortable 

with your writing, but you must be aware of the 

following requirements: - 



Assessment and Feedback

Your presenta,on will be assessed using the following five criteria:

1. Engagement with Literature skills

3. Cogni<ve and Intellectual Skills



Brief 
At 5,000 words, the Design Research Inquiry is the most 
substantial piece of self-directed research you will undertake as an 
undergraduate. It gives you the opportunity to examine, in some 
detail, a topic of your choice - subject to agreement with your 
supervisor. To complete the Inquiry you will:

ü Define a topic
ü Identify appropriate source material and carry out the necessary

research 
ü Formulate key questions and evaluate and discuss your material
ü Organise material logically in order to produce a coherent

argument 
ü Present, reference and illustrate an argument to a high standard



Brief 

ü You must show, through your use of credible sources, that you can build
an informed piece of research that shows your understanding of a distinct 
subject area or field. 

ü Make sure that your chosen topic is identified in your question, which in
turn informs the shape of your text through your choice of structure, 
writing style and use of referencing. 

ü These elements make up your theoretical framework through which you
reach your informed conclusions. 

ü Your overall purpose is to show how the insights and understanding
contained in this text could link to your practice or the practices of others.



Brief 

Whatever the topic, your inquiry must be grounded in research. 
Books, journal articles, image banks, films, exhibitions/catalogues 
etc. are the most usual source of information and ideas. What we 
are looking for is a personal and critical evaluation of the relevant 
source material. A good inquiry, thesis or analysis is always 
supported by evidence. 



Guidance

Identify your choice of concepts and underlying principles and reflect upon 
them. Why and how would the solutions/conclusions you may be suggesting 
work? Think of your chapters as a set of themes to explore on a range of 
levels. How might what you are writing link to and impact on your practice? 



Guidance
*Please note:
*You submitted writing discussing your proposed topic at the end of
Level 5; however, your writing cannot be re-submitted in 
substantially the same form for assessment at level 6. 

*You should re-visit, explore and re-write your ideas with your
supervisor, rather than cutting and pasting previously assessed 
information into your dissertation. 

*If you resubmit previously assessed information this counts as self-
plagiarism and you will not receive a mark. 

Move away from the keywords. They served a 
research purpose. You are now working beyond 
them.



If you haven’t yet…

GET IT STARTED…



Questions?




