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Evaluate what are the primary factors that contribute to an individual’s vulnerability in the context of policing.

This essay will evaluate what are the primary factors that contribute to an individual's vulnerability in the context of policing, and how to prevent being targeted, while also showing examples of incidents that occur in the real world. It will also show how to prevent incidents affecting vulnerable people, and how to prevent people from becoming vulnerable in the context of policing. 
According to Cambridge (2024a) the definition of vulnerability is when the victim is easy to hurt, influence or be attacked physically or emotionally. Also, some of the primary factors that contribute to an individual's vulnerability are health, age, mental disabilities, physical disabilities and environment. The Police definition of vulnerable is when a person is at risk of violence abuse or neglect, or if the induvial needs protecting from violence, abuse and neglect (Wood et al., 2023: P281).
According to College of Policing (2021) THRIVE can be used to help the police recognise signs of vulnerability. THRIVE stands for threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability and engagement, and by using THRIVE a police officer can evaluate the risks faced by vulnerable people. So, the purpose of THRIVE is to see if an individual is capable of handling themselves in a public space, and it is to protect the vulnerable from harm and exploitation. In addition to this the primary factors that make someone vulnerable are things such as age, lack of knowledge, time of day, location and physical or mental disabilities.
The definition of deceived is when someone uses a lie to hide the truth for their own gain and have an advantage over someone else (Cambridge, 2024b) and the definition of fraud is the crime of getting money by deceiving people (Cambridge, 2024c).
A 2019-2020 survey by the College of Policing (2020) showed that there were 3.8 million incidents of fraud across the country, but they found out that most of those people who got deceived were elderly people.  To prevent further acts of fraud, the College of Policing attempted to help the elderly and general public as much as possible, by speaking to local doctors and clinics asking them to distribute magazines and leaflets to raise awareness of fraudulent behaviour, and know what to look out for, and this was done to help the elderly recognise online fraud (College of Policing, 2020).
Also, what makes an elderly person more vulnerable to a scam is the simple fact that when the human body gets older in some cases the user’s cognitive function slows down and makes them less aware of the situation. In addition to this the elderly can get emotional and in doing so they are more vulnerable to an act of fraud (Reimers, 2023). That is why the few people who defraud others choose to go after the elderly over a middle-aged person because they know the chance of getting what they want out of an elderly person is far greater. Age UK (2019) suggests that 8% of all elderly people in both England and Wales are victims of fraud which makes up a total of 800,000. Also, people are now more than three times likely to be deceived rather than mugged and with online fraud becoming so big it is suggested that every 40 seconds someone in the U.K is getting a fraud call or has been a victim of such. 
Human trafficking is today's version of Modern-day slavery because the people that are being transported are then forced to work for hours on end with little to no free time and they are working between 11-15 hours a day while being drastically underpaid. People with disabilities such as autism or other kinds of mental disabilities may be easier to control because they may think that working for 15 hours a day with little to no pay is normal. Mental disabilities can therefore be used by the traffickers to ensure that the person will follow orders as it is easier for the traffickers to convince them. People with learning disabilities may also be vulnerable to abuse because they may get abused by their traffickers for not understanding an instruction that a normal person would understand (OVCTTAC, 2024).
Religion could make someone vulnerable. An example of this is when Hamas attacked Israel which sparked a conflict between the Jewish community and others leading to the harassment of Jewish people in the UK while they were inside the synagogues, with them being called racist and death threats thrown their way. Being a part of a religion can make an individual susceptible to hate crime and it could lead to people being targeted, like the Jewish community, and becoming victims of hate crimes (BBC, 2023). It is not just Jewish people who get targeted for their belief, as Christians get hate as well with 840 total reports with 52 of them being violent attacks against another person because of their belief with another 55 threats made alongside 733 attacks against the property making 840 in total in 2022 in the UK (OSCE, 2022). Home Office (2016) are trying to prevent hate crime against communities by introducing packs of information to teachers in schools across the U.K., and they hope that teachers will discuss these subjects so that the next generation will be more respectful towards people and their beliefs.
The police definition of sexual assault is when person A touches person B sexually without consent (Wood et al., 2023, P. 409). Gender can play into vulnerability too because biologically women are physically weaker than men, so they are more vulnerable when it comes to assault or sexual assault. Research by Jones et al. (2008) analysed 766 cases of sexual assault, and found that 43% of the cases were girls under 18 from as low as 13 to as high as 17. In addition to this Elkin (2023) states that 3.3% of all women in England and Wales were victims of sexual assault in 2023, while 1.2% of men are sexually assaulted. In terms of numbers that is 798,000 females and 275,000 males sexually assaulted, so as the results show females are more likely to be targeted. According to the College of Policing (2024) due to a sudden increase in sexual assaults in Oxford, Thames Valley Police trained a group of officers to specifically prevent sexual assaults and rape. They do this by going out at night in plain clothes and constantly checking hotspots, and they have been trained to look for certain behaviours and to alert uniformed officers who can intervene. This is a brand-new operation and has not seen any results yet due to it being recently added.
According to College of Policing (2015) the environmental factors that could make someone more vulnerable would be less street lighting because in a deprived area a well-lit street can reduce crime by around 21%. Also, Welsh and Farrington (2009) states that CCTV can also be used to prevent crime in public places. If an area is deprived, this can lead to people’s safety being at risk. To prove this Townhill is the most deprived area in Swansea according to Welsh Government (2019), and the crimes committed in Townhill as of this year is currently 15 cases of anti-social behaviour and 34 violence and sexual offences, but if the individual happens to live in Mumbles, which is a wealthy area, instead of Townhill then the person would be statistically safer because in mumbles this year the worst crime that got committed was Anti-social behaviour and it happed 7 times, so as the reader can see if someone lived in Townhill they are twice as likely to be a victim or experience Anti-social behaviour and that is how an individual's environment can affect them (Police.UK, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_2Oq2AYuG]based on South-Wales. Police, (2022) The may hill riots that occurred done by mostly teenagers that took part, but the more important part is that the teenagers that took part was throwing rocks and other items at people's houses breaking their windows and ruining their property and the environment was not the best it was deprived and it had an impact on the communities vulnerability. This shows that the environment can have a big impact on the person's life and based on where that person lives, they may be more or less likely to be attacked or experience any form of ASB. A more detailed example would be burglaries and the rate at which they occur is solely based on the community and the place that the person lives in for example, in Townhill located in Swansea there were 57 burglaries in the last 3 years while in mumbles also located in Swansea only 22 burglaries occurred over the last 3 years and as the reader can see the individual is more vulnerable based on location and community and the odds of the individual being burgled are twice as likely. Another example would be Sketty, because over the last 3 years they have had 83 incidents of burglary while other communities such as Manselton have had 40 burglaries which is half of Sketty’s for the last 3 years and the communities with more crime tend to be more vulnerable and have less trusting people, for example they might stay inside and lock their doors because they do not trust their neighbours or area (Police UK, 2021).
The issue with this kind of crime is that anyone can fall victim to it, therefore, countermeasures need to be put in place to prevent burglary. These could include using a doorbell camera to see who is there, but if that does not work then the homeowner should ask their neighbours to call the police or ask the neighbours to alert the homeowner if they see someone approach the property who looks unfamiliar, and lastly it is best to keep the home visible because thieves do not want to be seen or identified by police or people so they will most likely choose the houses that are hidden such as the ones that are high up or have hedges blocking the view of the house, so it is best to have a home that is visible to the public eye because it has a lesser chance of being broken into (Police, 2024).
If possible when traveling home try and stay visible to the public or at the very least travel with a friend if possible and stay away from areas which are considered rough, because a person is more likely to be vulnerable if the person is by themselves, and traveling with a friend can reduce the persons chances of getting attacked or any personal items stolen and living in a good caring neighbourhood is preferable. (West Yorkshire Police, 2024).
This essay has looked at THRIVE which is the policing strategy used to identify vulnerable individuals. There are several things that could make someone vulnerable. These include age for example the elderly are often the victims of fraud.  Also, people who become victims of human trafficking often have a mental disability which makes them more vulnerable and easier to control. Being a part of any religion can make anyone vulnerable to hate crime or even assault. Gender can make the individual vulnerable because females are targeted for sexual assault and rape. The environment can affect the person’s vulnerability by not having adequate street lighting and areas of deprivation can make the person vulnerable depending on location. In conclusion anyone can be a victim, but to stay safe the person can protect themselves if they are armed with the knowledge of the area they are going to and act accordingly, because if the person went to a deprived area such as Townhill, they should expect to see ASB because of the recent reports that the police have had from that area. So, if possible, travel with a friend and if that is not possible, then only go during the day and walk where the public can see the person so that person will be safe, because if that person does get assaulted there will be eyewitnesses and the police will be able to get statements from the eye witnesses so that they can identify the attacker or attackers responsible and deal with them accordingly (Police UK, 2021).
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