                       Video review on the BBC Documentary Weekend Nazi’s 
This review will cover a 2007 BBC documentary Called Weekend Nazis. This Documentary followed people at a World War 1 and World War 2 reenactment weekend event. The documentary showed how some of the people present at the event not only dressed up in Nazi regalia, sold Nazi relics, memorabilia and propaganda while sharing ideals with the Nazi Party. Overall, there are many factors that the BBC investigated during this Documentary such as the moral issues that surround dressing up as the people that murdered over 17 million people and committed mass genocide. 
[bookmark: _Int_K4umqnRA]Weekend Nazis shows a historical reenactment event in Kent in 2007 it comprised of multiple performances that showed battles from both the First and second world wars as well as hosting non performance reenactment tents and vendors selling World War 1 and World War 2 themed goods and Battlefield relics.
[bookmark: _Int_F3zgWq6j][bookmark: _Int_5g4c4LAO]The Documentary opens with a dramatic montage of the weekend's reenactment shows. It shows men in several variations of Army uniforms firing guns at each other from trenches as well as running around woodlands with smoke bombs. This in itself creates the question of what the purpose of the weekend actually is. whether it is to be used as an educational event that showcases the different battles that took place during World War 1 and World War 2 or if it is just an excuse for enthusiasts to live their fantasies of being in the military. 
[bookmark: _Int_9s2o7nzq]While the weekend is mainly focused on military vehicles with hundreds of types on show from all over the world the documentary focuses on the people who are behind the wheel.  men and women of all ages come together to dress up in replica militaria and run around a fake battlefield however this documentary looks into the darker side of these events and how while for many it is a fun afternoon where they can educate people on the events and battles that happened during the First and Second world wars but according to the documentary they have also been used as meeting grounds for Neo Nazi groups all over Europe. 
[bookmark: _Int_9GXdb2fp][bookmark: _Int_rMgMMWDK]The Documentary is able to showcase this multiple times and, in many cases, though not only the reenactors but also the sellers. In one example the BBC journalist went undercover to an afterparty where many of the Nazi reenactors freely shared their extremely far right political views. Views that if expressed publicly would cause condemnation but when in what they considered a safe space with like minded people they felt the need to express these opinions. However, during the prior day of filming many of the people present vehemently announced that they disagreed with the views of the far right however some refused to comment at all acting uncivil towards both the film crew as well as the journalist who was trying to interview them. 
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[bookmark: _Int_6zcPoKWa][bookmark: _Int_LVyAR14G]Another topic that was covered by Weekend Nazis is the selling of not only Nazi memorabilia, propaganda but also relics. These relics spanned from items such as posters all the way to an SS stamped wooden dolly that had been used in a concentration camp. When asked how he got a hold of an item with such a difficult background the seller was not able to give a historical ownership or say how it got into his hands this aids in the documentaries attempt to show how these events have a dark side as well as the fetishisation of warfare and Genocide. 
[image: ](BBC, n.d.) 
The way in which the journalist is able to showcase the normalisation of the potential misdoings by the event coordinator is interesting. In this particular event a writer and historian named David Irving was present selling and signing copies of many of his books. David Irvings books focus on mainly topics such as World War 2 and Nazi Germany. He promotes ideology such as Holocaust Denial and it is ideas such as this that have garnered him favour with many Neo-Nazi groups within Europe. While the coordinators stated that they did not allow for discrimination they still allowed Irving to sell his books praising Heinrich Himmler and Adolf Hitler. Just after this interaction the Documentary shows a tent full of Nazi and Anti-Semitic propaganda while this most definitely falls under discrimination it too was still allowed to be sold.  
In conclusion this documentary is able to effectively show the two sides of events such as World War 1 and World War 2 reenactment events. They can be used for educational reasons, to bring awareness to events from the past as well as just being some fun for the family on a weekend. however, they were also able to showcase the darker side of these events where people with Far right ideologies that match those of the Nazi party are able to come together and share these views under the guise of being in character. This documentary is able to show how teaching history is still so important in insuring that the past doesn’t repeat itself. The collection of people all with the same far right malicious ideology that are able to converse with others with the same ideals can cause uprisings such as those by the Nazi party.
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