Approaches to Research and Academic Communication (BMDP7000)
Week 1	Search Strategy
Some of you have already noticed that for traditional or standard literature reviews no one has proposed a confirmed literature search strategy / approach.  However, in a systematic literature review the PRISMA and PICO strategies are always employed.  These strategies are not widely used in the traditional literature review.  As a guide here is an approach for you to follow and amend as you design your search strategy.

You will have decided on the main question.
Unpick the main question for suitable keyword’s to use in online search repositories such as 
· Google Scholar
· ResearchGate
· Adacemia.edu
· UWTSD research repository
· EBSCOhost
· ScienceDirect
· JSTOR
· Marketline
· IEEE Xplore
· Government Agency Reports …
Examples of GenAI tools
GenAI tools (some demo, some free, some limited use)  Outside of ChatGPT here are a few useful tools for searching and researching for the literature review. (just use the free functions)
· LitMaps
· R Discovery
· Scite
· Connected Papers

It is possible to use the attached file [Literature search strategy template.pd] and create the table to record the keywords used, tools used and note the numbers output for each.  Then restate keywords to show what is more important and even exclusion criteria. This table can be included in your appendices. (Don’t be concerned about word count as appendices’ are not included in the word count, so use these sections fo the report as necessary).

An example guide of what to state in the main report  (you add citations as necessary and amend as necessary)
The explanation of the search strategy that you then include in the main body of the literature review report should be able to confirm the titles of the 10 papers selected, and provide a summary of the key words used. Here you can also state if there are some themes that group papers, so paper 1, 4 and 5 are concerned with such and such a theme, where paper 1, 3 and 7 are concerned with another theme, while paper 10 is a seminal paper, always cited as it covers a main concept that led to new theory in the areas and is central to the research question.  State the tools used.  Confirm that the 10 papers are peer-reviewed, current (within the last 10 years) and algin with themes that lend well to address the research question..  The papers should also have a citation associated with these and important to be able to state how well cited they are to give an idea of the strength of the authors impact in the research discipline. It may well be the case that some of the papers selected have few current citations, so the traction with audience engagement is low.  There may be reasons for that such as the publication has only been made available in the last 5 months, so its recency would affect it having good citation. So be able to state and qualify the 10 papers selected.

Note – Listen to and view the materials in the GenAI tile.
If you use GenAI tools to aid the searching and researching element of the assessment then do state the acknowledgement that is provided in the GenAI tile. This acknowledgment should be reported above the References section in the main report.
