An analysis of the Temple and cult of the Goddess Isis in Pompeii.
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The purpose of this analysis is to determine the extent of the worship of the goddess Isis within the city of Pompeii. I will be looking into why Isis was worshiped there as well as the overall popularity of her cult within the city. The reason for this is that I want to lay out a more in-depth discussion surrounding the Egyptian goddess’s role in Roman and world religion as a whole with work serving as a minor look into the evolution of the goddess within a Roman city. The reason that I chose Pompeii is due to how well preserved it is and the clear presence of the Goddess within the city.
I will be looking at archaeological artefacts related to the goddess at the temple of Isis as well as other sites around the city of Pompeii where we might find evidence of her worship or the influence of her cult. From this I will be looking primarily at the artworks that were found within her temple which include, landscapes, scenes from Greek and Egyptian mythology among others. Also, I will be looking at evidence of Isis worship within the homes of the people of Pompeii such as in the house of Golden cups[endnoteRef:1]. I will also be discussing at the other interpretations of the reason behind the presence of the cult of Isis, as well as the different interpretations of the function of the cult by various scholars in order to form a wider picture of the scope of the cult of Isis in Pompeii in the 1st century AD. [1:  Guzzo G (1998) p.146] 

I am starting from the premise that Egyptian culture was regarded with a certain amount of fascination by the Romans[endnoteRef:2]. In my view this is epitomised by the worship of the cult of Isis within Rome. Her temple in Pompeii being only one example of how much her worship had managed to spread out across the Greco-Roman world. I expect that I will find many ways in which the Romans linked Isis to their own gods, with Isis taking over their role in some areas.  [2:  Vout C (2008) p.181
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This study is only a small part of a broader topic that I want to look into further regarding the role that Isis played in the development of the modern-day Christian view of the female divine. It is during the Roman period in my view the worship of Isis was in a transitional phase from what it was in Egypt, to what it would become when Christianity develops into the dominant force in Europe. To look at her in Pompeii would be a small, well preserved glimpse into this phase of her worship.
