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UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME
APPLICATION FOR FELLOW

Before you start, you will need to refer to the following documents/guidance:
[bookmark: _Int_BhH7HEMT]The Advance HE Fellowship Category Tool will help you to determine whether Fellow is the most appropriate category of Fellowship for you at this point;
+ The Professional Standards Framework for teaching and supporting learning in higher education (PSF 2023) – the award of Fellow is based on the criteria of Descriptor 2 (PSF 2023) being evidenced;
+ Fellowship Applicant Guidance and Guide to the PSF 2023 Dimensions -  Fellowship (D2).

	Fellow is based on meeting Descriptor 2 (D2) of the PSF 2023.

Your application for Fellow consists of:

· a 3,000-word reflective narrative shared across all five Areas of Activity plus citations 
There is a 3,000 word limit plus citations (overall maximum of 3,500 words). Please note that Academic Office checks the word count as part of the submission process. 
In addition, Supporting Statements from two referees (see Applicant Guidance) will need to be submitted with your application. The Supporting Statements will verify and endorse that what you write about in your Account of Professional Practice represents your practice in a genuine way.
 
Descriptor 2 is suitable for individuals whose practice with learners has breadth and depth, enabling them to evidence all Dimensions. Effectiveness of practice in teaching and/or support of high-quality learning is demonstrated through evidence of:

D2.1: Use of all five Professional Values
D2.2: Application of all five forms of Core Knowledge
D2.3: Effective and inclusive practice in all five Areas of Activity

You will need to continue to refer to the applicant guidance and Descriptor 2 of the PSF 2023 as you draft your application to ensure that you are writing to meet the requirements.
You must structure your Reflective Narrative around all five of the PSF 2023 Areas of Activity. You will be able to use the relevant boxes below to complete your draft application
When you have finalised your application you will need to send the completed form to your referees so that they can write their Supporting Statements. Please direct your referees to the Fellowship Guidance for Referees writing a Supporting Statement. The referees need to return their Supporting Statements for you to upload with your application. 

Your application is submitted first to the Academic Office via the appropriate submission link on Moodle (Advance HE Fellowship module).







SECTION ONE:

	NAME
	Suresh Shanmugasundaram


	INSTITUTE/CENTRE/UNIT

	UWTSD, Institute of Inner City Learning, London


	POSITION (E.g. Lecturer/Senior Lecturer/Principal Lecturer/Director of Discipline/Other (please specify)

	Lecturer- Computing


	ROLE (E.g. Lecturer/Programme Director/Admissions Tutor/Module Leader/Other (please specify)

	Module Leader


	Referees
Please could you tick the box if you have sent in your referees’ statements (Please be aware if we do not receive your referees’ statements at the time of the submission or a maximum of 2 days after the panel submission date then your application will be passed to the next Panel meeting).
If your supporting statements are not included with your application, you must ensure your referees send their supporting statements to the Academic Office by the deadline. The Academic Office will not chase referees.
	

Yes    ☐                         No √

	Date of Training
	27-09-2024

	Mentor
	






Context statement: 


	Write your Context statement here (up to 300 words)

I am working as Computing Lecturer at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London campus since June 2024 and my primary roles and responsibilities are to design and delivery of computing curricula for students pursuing level 4 to level 7 qualifications, providing the learners an inclusive and stimulating learning environment, and applying innovative pedagogical strategies to enhance learners’ experience. I am also working as an Associate Lecturer at The Open University from September 2023 tutoring the module Algorithms, Data Structures, and Computability for students pursuing BSc in Applied Computing. Before joining University of Wales Trinity Saint David, I was working as a Teaching Fellow at Swansea University primarily teaching Degree Apprenticeship students who were pursuing BSc in Applied Software Engineering from December 2022 to August 2024. I started teaching in the year 2001 and with 21 years of teaching experience in computing, I have had the privilege of educating and mentoring students across diverse cultural and educational landscapes, including India, Botswana, Canada before coming to the UK.
I teach at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels across multiple modules. 
My current teaching portfolio includes undergraduate modules such as Analysing and Solving Problems, Introduction to Web and Database Concepts, Learning in the Digital Era and Digital Skills and research Methods. I lecture to groups of around 40 undergraduate students weekly. In addition to lectures, I conduct weekly support sessions with groups of 10-15 students. I am also supervising Project module four students who are pursuing BSc Cloud Computing programme. This academic year, I have taken on the responsibility to coordinate the Introduction to Web and Database Concepts module across different campuses. My role includes designing teaching materials, developing assessment methods, and ensuring compliance with quality assurance standards.




























Evidencing Area of Activity 1 (A1): Design and plan learning activities and/or programmes 
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

Designing and planning effective learning activities and programs are central to my academic practice in computer science. My approach is grounded in an understanding of how learners acquire knowledge, both generally and within specific subjects (K1), which allows me to develop relevant and engaging module content. When planning, I consider the diverse backgrounds and learning styles of students (V1), ensuring that activities are inclusive. For example, in the Database Systems module, I design introductory sessions for beginners while incorporating advanced tasks for more experienced students. This approach promotes an inclusive learning environment, respecting individual learners and diverse groups (V1). To enhance student engagement and equity of opportunity (V2), I utilize a variety of teaching methods tailored to the specific needs of each module (K2). In the Analysis and Solving Problems module, I employ interactive labs and group projects to maintain high levels of involvement. For the Digital Skills and Research Methods module, I use flipped classroom approach, where students review materials online before their lectures as this method is effective for adult learners, fostering self-directed learning (K2) and ensuring that all students can demonstrate their understanding (Chis, Moldovan, Murphy, Pathak & Muntean, 2018). Critical evaluation is a key component of my teaching strategy (K3). In the Analysis and Solving Problems module, I implement problem-based learning, where students work on case studies reflecting real-world scenarios (K1). This approach, informed by cognitive theories like constructivism, encourages students to actively engage with the material (Sentance & Csizmadia, 2017). I continually update my curriculum by integrating the latest research and industry practices (V3), particularly during Project Supervision, where I guide students in applying contemporary studies and research methodologies to real-world problems. Recognizing the broader context of higher education (V4), I use Moodle to facilitate online discussions and provide learning resources (K4), ensuring all students have access to necessary tools. I also collaborate with industry professionals in the Database Systems and programming modules to deliver hands-on workshops, allowing students to engage with current industry trends (V5). This collaboration with industry and colleagues enhances practice and ensures that my teaching remains relevant and impactful. I prioritize quality assurance by regularly reviewing student feedback and performance data, organizing additional support sessions, and aligning assessments with learning outcomes (K5). This process maintains transparency, fairness, and ensures that my teaching methods are continuously improving.
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Evidencing Area of Activity 2 (A2): Teach and/or support learning through appropriate approaches and environments
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

By providing a range of learning resources, such as Panopto video recording, detailed lecture notes, and interactive quizzes, I respect the individual learning preferences and backgrounds of my students. Additionally, I make myself available for one-on-one consultations, ensuring that each student receives personalized support (V1). As students benefit from experiential learning (Mayer and Schwemmle, 2023), I provide opportunities for them to experiment with coding and database management, I support their understanding of complex concepts through practice (K1). For the computing modules, I incorporate coding challenges and quizzes that allow students to apply their skills in a fun and competitive way. This approach not only increases engagement but also ensures that all students, regardless of their starting point, can appreciate the concepts (V2) and for advanced students who are preparing for independent research projects they are encouraged to tackle real-world research questions and develop their methodologies (K2). As my teaching is based on the latest research, it ensures that the content is relevant and fosters a research-informed approach to learning, encouraging students to critically engage with the material(V3) and to reflect upon the current challenges faced by professionals in the field, such as data security and ethical hacking(V4). I encourage critical thinking and evaluation (K3) in all my modules, but it is particularly emphasized in the Analysis and Solving Problems module. Students are required to critically assess the effectiveness of different algorithms and problem-solving approaches through online forums and discussion boards to facilitate asynchronous learning(K4). I encourage peer collaboration among students through group projects and study groups, fostering a collaborative learning environment (V5). As quality assurance is key consideration in my teaching practice(K5), I implement changes in my teaching approach based on student feedback. This iterative process helped to incorporate more interactive elements and reducing the emphasis on traditional lectures for the Digital Skills and Research Methods module.























Evidencing Area of Activity 3 (A3): Assess and give feedback for learning
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

I approach assessment with sensitivity to the diverse backgrounds and learning needs of my students. By incorporating varied assessment methods—such as formative quizzes, project-based evaluations, and peer assessments—I ensure that all students, regardless of their background, have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their understanding (V1). My assessments are designed with a deep understanding of how learners process and apply knowledge (K1). By considering cognitive and developmental theories, I tailor my feedback to support diverse learning styles and stages of understanding. For instance, I include practical projects where students create their own websites or database schemas. In Digital Skills and Research Methods, I implement a range of assessments, including quizzes, research proposals, and digital portfolios. These varied methods ensure that all students have opportunities to showcase their learning (V2). Formative assessments, such as draft submissions, provide ongoing feedback, helping students address issues early and promoting equity by offering required support to progress. In Project Supervision for BSc Applied Computing students, I use evidence-based practices such as iterative feedback and milestone reviews (V3). Regular check-ins and detailed feedback on project progress are informed by current research on effective project management and student supervision. I continually assess the effectiveness of my feedback practices by analysing student performance data (K3) and review the outcomes to refine assessment criteria and feedback mechanisms. By staying updated on trends and integrating them into the curriculum, I ensure that students’ assessments are relevant and reflective of current professional practices (V4). For one of the MSc Data Science modules- Database Systems, the students were tasked to design a database solution using MongoDB, a contemporary database management system and I use online platforms for assignment submissions and to provide feedback through integrated tools (K4) for more interactive and timely feedback. I adhere to institutional guidelines for quality assurance in assessments (K5) by ensuring that all my assessments are reviewed and approved according to quality assurance standards to maintain consistency. I collaborate with colleagues (V5) to review assessment criteria and refine my assessment strategies.




















Evidencing Area of Activity 4 (A4): Support and guide learners
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.
In my role, I have supervised numerous student research projects and provided one-on-one guidance tailored to the unique needs of each student (V1). For example, during the Research Methods module and for Project Supervision, I adapt my supervision style to accommodate diverse learning preferences, ensuring that each student, whether a visual learner or a hands-on practitioner, receives the guidance they need(K1). My respect for individual learners is also reflected in my efforts to understand their backgrounds and tailor my support sessions and feedback, accordingly, fostering an inclusive learning environment (K2). To ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to perform well, I employ a variety of engaging teaching strategies. For instance, in the Research Digital Skills module, I use of online forums and digital collaboration tools to allow students to participate and contribute pervasively(K4). By incorporating interactive coding challenges and group projects, I ensure that students from all backgrounds can engage with the material in ways that suit their strengths, thereby promoting equity of opportunity (V2) and use this as a metric to self-evaluate my teaching approach and refine it based on the performance of the learners (K3). My teaching is informed by the latest research in computer science education(V3). In the Database Systems module, for instance, I integrate current academic studies and industry practices into the curriculum, ensuring that my students are exposed to the most up-to-date knowledge and methodologies. I regularly revise my teaching materials based on new research findings and provide references and encourage students to use RefWorks, Google scholar etc., that are the primary sources for further exposure(K4), which enhances the learning experience and models the importance of staying current in the rapidly evolving field of computer science. Recognizing the broader trends in higher education and the tech industry (V4), I have adapted my teaching practices to align with the increasing emphasis on digital literacy and cybersecurity. In the Analysis and Solving Problems module, I incorporate case studies that reflect contemporary issues such as data privacy and ethical hacking (K4), preparing students to apply their knowledge in real-world scenarios (Chen, Lu & Cui, 2023). Collaboration with colleagues and industry professionals is a key aspect of my teaching philosophy and allows to adapt best practices to improvise the way in which I guide my students (V5). I regularly participate in departmental meetings and workshops where we share best teaching and learning approaches, support paradigms and develop interdisciplinary approaches to teaching, ensuring continuous improvement in our collective teaching practices to meet the required standards set by the University(K5).
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Evidencing Area of Activity 5 (A5): Enhance practice through own continuing professional development 
	Write your Reflective Narrative here.
References and citations are to be listed in a dedicated field below.

I regularly engage in professional development activities that develop my understanding of how students learn, both generally and within the context of Computer Science(K1). For instance, I have completed courses on inclusive teaching practices, which have equipped me with strategies to better respect and support diverse groups of learners. These strategies have been instrumental in tailoring my approach to accommodate students from various cultural and educational backgrounds, ensuring that all students have an equal opportunity to succeed in my modules(V1). My participation in workshops and seminars focused on innovative teaching methods has significantly enhanced my ability to engage students and promote equity in learning at different levels (K2). For example, after attending a workshop on active learning techniques, I integrated these approaches into the Digital Skills and Database Systems modules. This not only increased student engagement but also provided multiple pathways for students to demonstrate their understanding, thereby promoting equity of opportunity for all learners (V2). I am an active participant in scholarly communities, regularly attending conferences and publishing my research in Journals. For instance, I had presented on ‘Design Principles for Pedagogical Improvisation’ in IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers) AFRICON2023 conference, and this study helped me to understand the importance of instructional design to increase the usability (Shanmugasundaram and Chidambaram, 2023) of learning management system(V3). This engagement with current scholarship informs my teaching practice, allowing me to add contents in Moodle following the instructional design principles to promote independent learning among students (K3, K4). Also, insights gained from recent studies on effective problem-solving techniques have been incorporated into the Analysis and Solving Problems module, enhancing my students' ability to critically evaluate and apply their knowledge. I have completed training in the use of emerging digital technologies and have incorporated these tools into my teaching practice. For instance, I have recently started using cloud-based platforms for real-time collaboration in the Research Methods and Project Supervision module responding to the educational trends and industry demands (V4). I actively participate in quality assurance processes within my department(V5), contributing to curriculum reviews and updates. This collaborative approach ensures that my practice not only improves but also aligns with departmental and institutional standards for quality teaching(K5).
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	Write any references or citations used in any Areas of Activity here:
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Your application (including the two Supporting Statements from your referees) is submitted first to the Academic Office via the appropriate submission link on Moodle (Advance HE Fellowship module).
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