1922421 – Jake Reynish 
Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)

In this assignment, I will be highlighting the most prevalent forms of criminal activity present on the road network. I will also be discussing the importance of disrupting these activities via the road network and evaluating the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. 
Many criminals use the road network in the planning and commission of their crimes. Proactive road policing can deny them the unchallenged use of the roads and is an effective measure for containing and deterring crime.
(West Yorkshire Police, 2022)
When you look at what types of criminality are most on the roads, it can be rather wide ranging. It includes those committing minor motoring offences such as document offences, low-level offences such as minor thefts where vehicles and the road network is used in the facilitation or commission of the offence. Or most significantly, serious offences involving the potential for organised crime groups where the use of the road is either a major or essential component of the nature of the offence. This could include drug smuggling / supply, human trafficking, modern slavery or child sexual exploitation amongst others. All these serious offences require use of the road network to conduct their operations. Persons involved in drug supply or county lines must be able to transport their product to both other dealers and to the customer. Human trafficking and OCG’s involved in child sexual exploitation must transport their victims by some means. As such, actively disrupting these activities by effective policing of the roads is essential and it is also vital for there be a clear strategy in place.
The National Police Chiefs Council (2017) three-year strategy for 2018-2021 had “securing roads free from the threat of serious crime and terrorism” as one of its three principal objectives. This shows how roads policing has developed from its initial phases which were more centrally focussed on dealing with motoring offences towards a more widespread approach to tackling criminality overall. The police and partner agencies have a wide array of tactics to disrupt criminality on the roads. All the territorial forces in the UK will have some variation of a roads policing team set up to assist in carrying out these aims. 
Utilization of roads policing is a core aspect of disrupting criminality on the roads. Studies by Broughton (2007) shows a very strong relationship between those involved in non-motoring criminality and those involved in serious motoring offences. This means there is clearly good evidence to support dealing with motoring offences robustly. These types of offences could include serious document offences including driving whilst disqualified or similar offences to more serious offences of dangerous or careless driving. Prosecution for these offences can carry both financial penalties and could result in loss of licence depending on the offence and/or totting up. If a person who is involved in serious or organised crime loses their licence as a result of committing traffic offences, this will ultimately mean that that member is less overtly able to use the road network. Second to this, any person who commits an offence in which there was a significant use of a motor vehicle for its commission, could potentially also be disqualified from driving by the courts, once again making the offender’s job more difficult. 
 
Subsequently, if either of these people are caught driving contrary to any disqualification, any vehicle they are driving may be seized under powers contained with Section 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988. The same legislation also contains a number of essential basic powers for officers.  Sections 163 allows any uniformed officer to stop any vehicle and makes it an offence for any person to fail to do so. This is a very important statutory power and when used in conjunction with S164/165 (powers to require documentation) can be an essential tool. This is a sharp contrast with stopping a person on the street, in which a police constable will often have no real power to demand documentation. When used tactically, often targeted and based off intelligence, these simple powers can be incredibly powerful at disrupting criminal activity on the roads. On the other hand, whilst these are useful powers, concerns are often raised about misuse of these powers as they do not require any level of suspicion to trigger and do not require recording. Certain non-government organisations such as StopWatch (2016) highlight concerns that these powers may be used to target ethnic minorities. On the balance, however, when used fairly and proportionately as every policing power should, these powers are effective at both detecting offences and being a deterrent. 

One of the most effective means of countering criminality on the roads is the effective use of the many different forms of technology open to police. “Technology can transform how the police tackle criminality on the roads. It can also assist in counter-terrorism activity.” (College of Policing, 2019) One of the most currently effective types of technology used is that of automatic number plate recognition.  “The prevention and detection of crimes such as burglary, drug offences, sexual assaults and murder can all be very significantly aided by ANPR.” (National Police Chiefs Council, 2012) This can be used as both an investigatory and a reactive tool. Typically, ANPR is used by police forces in three ways. Firstly. To identify vehicles which are used by criminals and to subsequently disrupt that activity. Secondly, for the purpose of gathering intelligence and thirdly, for the purpose of investigating crime. 
ANPR equipment can either be static, often situated at points along motorways or other A roads, or indeed attached to certain police vehicles (often solely vehicles used by roads policing teams or other specialist sections). Specific static locations of ANPR will be decided upon by many different factors but will often include being as a result of the tasking and coordination group process. This equipment will automatically ‘run’ numberplates through the system, showing the operator information relating to that vehicle that is held on databases such as the police national computer and those held by the Driver and Vehicle Licencing Agency. When a vehicle is registered by an ANPR camera, it will also keep a record of that detection, showing where that vehicle was at that moment in time. “At present ANPR cameras nationally, submit on average around 60 million ANPR ‘read’ records to national ANPR systems daily.” (Police.uk, 2021) This data is then stored with the National ANPR Data Centre. When a vehicle is suspected of being linked to serious criminality, ANPR systems can be used to check when where that vehicle has been travelling. This can be of particular use in cases involving the movement of drugs or persons and can be used to identify locations of interest. This resource will also allow law enforcement agencies to locate a vehicle in real time, when it passes a camera. If intelligence is received from a covert human intelligence source (CHIS) or indeed from any other source that, for example, a large quantity of drugs is being moved at a specific time/date in a specific vehicle, officers will be able to use that intelligence to intercept that vehicle whilst it’s on the road network. 
ANPR systems are linked with the police national computer, allowing (ACT) ‘markers’ to be placed on a vehicle to flag that a vehicle requires intervention. If such a marker is in place, when it passes an ANPR system, this will act as an alarm. This will show the operator that information has been placed on the vehicle, usually requesting some form of intervention. This can be used in a wide range of circumstances including abductions or other incidents where life is at risk down to low level investigations where the occupants may need to be spoken to for any number of different reasons.
ANPR systems have been an essential tool for police agencies across the UK. Automatic number plate recognition cameras are an incredibly useful asset for police forces up and down the country. As we live in an ever-connected world, monitoring of the roads that connect us all will continue to be an extremely important means of investigation. Arguably, one benefit of ANPR systems is how it supports an intelligence led approach. “It also allows officers’ attention to be drawn to offending vehicles whilst allowing law abiding drivers to go about their business unhindered.” (Dorset Police, 2022) This should suggest a more ethical approach leading to an increase in fairness and theoretically should lead to more consistency as a result of that targeted approach.  
Some concerns have been raised by activists in relation to privacy violations and human rights. To combat this, use of ANPR is strictly controlled by codes of practice and national standards. It is also covered under key legislation such as the Data Protection Act 2018. Ultimately, the ANPR network is still developing and it will likely continue to do so over the following decades as more and more vehicles become active on the UK roads. Constantly reviewing the efficiency of the systems will continue to be key to maintaining effective use in the future. The head of Roads Policing at ACPO, Richard Brunstrom (2021) stated “We intend to make full use of modern technology to detect, disrupt and challenge criminal use of the roads, and by doing so revolutionise road policing.” It is clear this technology is not going to disappear anytime soon.
It is reasonable to expect that further developments in technology will play an important role in disrupting criminal activity both on and off the roads in the near future. One of the more intriguing systems coming into use is that of Facial Recognition. These systems capture live images of persons and reference them across a database of wanted people. While these systems are still early in their use and it is not yet clear to see how they will integrate with roads policing specifically, it would seem obvious that it would have a similar role.
One other key area of disrupting criminality on the roads is the use of multi-agency joint working. This is a key principle in lots of areas of UK policing and is contained within the problem-solving approach. Some agencies have standard operating procedures and information sharing agreements in place with the police to help facilitate these arrangements. Agencies such as the DVLA play an active role in disrupting criminality. As the agency responsible for licencing, they are important in the process of ensuring that both criminals have either the required licenses and checks or indeed play the role in getting them disqualified when offences have been identified by the police. Police forces will have a DVLA liaison officer who can assist in ensuring best use is made of this connection.
As stated above, if a person using the road for purpose of criminality has lost their licence, this makes their use of the road much more difficult. One way they will often try to get around this is via the use of taxi and private hire companies. This will allow them to travel without committing any motoring offences and with a perceived anonymity. This is where it is essential for joint working with the local authority who is responsible for licencing these companies. Taxis and private hires are required by regulations to keep records of drivers, bookings and journeys. “Identifying these commonly used taxi companies can provide disruption abilities and impact on a OCGs travel methods” (College of Policing, 2021) Effective monitoring of these records can allow police to gather intelligence relating to the places often visited by these criminals. 

In conclusion, there is a wide range of tactics available to the authorities in relation to disrupting criminal use of the roads. All police forces and other authorities such as the National Crime Agency have a keen interest in both identifying the most suitable means and developing further means to for the future. Core roads policing, ensuring safe roads and dealing with minor traffic offences still has its place in helping to deal with more serious crime as there is a clear correlation between the two. Technology is now one of the primary means of disrupting criminal activity on the road. The world is constantly evolving, and criminals will also consistently find new ways to keep up and develop their strategies. As we move further into the digital age, development of new technology will be key in countering this. Over the last several decades, development of these technologies has been essential on doing this. Whether it be the police national computer, record management databases or automatic number plate recognition systems, these systems will continue to be at the forefront. 
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Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

In this assignment, I will be discussing the importance of fostering and maintaining community cohesion, the implications and examples of failing to do so along with the important role modern community and neighbourhood policing strategies play in maintaining this cohesion.
Community policing is not a concept that has a single agreed definition. It is often viewed as a strategy that encompasses on using an array of tactics such as public meetings, high visibility foot patrols to develop a good relationship and presence within the community. This is then expected to develop into a more trusted relationship which arguably should result in more engagement from the community. “Community policing is a philosophy and practice that treats police–community interaction and communication as a main basis for reductions in crime and fear of crime” (Orum and Cossyleon, 2019) This policing strategy directly contrasts with other modern theories. Whilst others are generally focused on targeting criminality whether it be hot-spot policing or intelligence-led policing, community policing is unprecedented in its ability to provide public reassurance. “Community/neighbourhood policing strategies are particularly important in that no other strategy has such potential to engender community cohesion and confidence and reduce the fear of crime.” (Bryant and Bryant, P153)
There are several reasons why it is important for policing agencies to foster good relationships with the general public. Fundamentally, maintaining these relationships is a core principle of the policing model in the UK. When Sir Robert Peel created the Metropolitan Police Force in 1829, his nine policing principles highlighted and recognised the important role the public plays in the criminal justice system.
The three main principles that relate to community policing are, 
The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon public approval of police actions
Police must secure the willing co-operation of the public in voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain the respect of the public
Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police; the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence
(The Crime Prevention Website, 2013)
Simply put, if the general body of the public does not support police actions then this will directly hamper the police’s ability to carry out their role efficiently. If no one is willing to support or provide information to the police on a voluntary basis, then investigations would be considerably more difficult to carry out. Alongside this, it is reasonable to expect that if the public both have no respect for the law and the persons enforcing it, they will be less likely to voluntarily observe the law which could lead to an increase in crime and disorder. 
There are a number of very serious incidents recorded in recent UK history that highlight the impacts of failing to maintain community cohesion. Events such as the Brixton Riots, the Notting Hill disorders or even more recently the unrest caused by the death of George Floyd. In each instance, serious failings of the police to recognise and respond to the concerns of their citizens in an appropriate and timely manner have led to serious backlash. The protests/riots rising from these injustices have resulted in both police and civilian casualties along with millions of pounds/dollars worth of property damage. During the latter decades of the 20th century, police forces around the UK generally utilised an “enforcement” model of policing, which focused more heavily on a reactive approach, where officers would solely respond to calls from the community. Most commentators agree that the model of policing that developed in the 1980s and 1990s discouraged community participation in policing, particularly among minority ethnic communities. (Myhill, 2006, P13) This type of policing led to a call for a more personal style of policing suited to the communities which was less centralised and less statistics orientated. 
This change in style ultimately culminated in the early 2000s and saw the introduction of modern neighbourhood policing teams. These teams were used to foster community cohesion in several ways but firstly by internalising the core principles of community policing. They were designed to gain the trust and confidence of all the different sections contained within their community. One of the most significant ways, police attempted to further public relations, was the introduction of the police community support officer. “Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) act as a key liaison point between local communities and policing. Publicly facing, they provide a visible, accessible and approachable uniformed presence” (College of Policing, 2022) The introduction of PCSOs into the policing framework allowed for a frontline uniformed presence whose sole focus was developing and maintaining community cohesion. They achieve this in a number of ways. The importance of a visible presence on the UK streets by uniformed police staff is highlighted in the HMICFRS 2018 report into public perceptions of policing. This report showed a direct correlation between a member of the public not seeing uniformed officers “on the beat” and levels of dissatisfaction. PCSOs play a role in rectifying this by undertaking a number of foot patrols, ensuring both visibility but also allowing for them to engage in conversations with the public, providing reassurance and crime prevention advice whilst obtaining intelligence and developing networks. Another way in which community cohesion can be hindered, is through increases of anti-social behaviour (ASB). The National Policing Improvement Agency (2020) states that high levels of ASB negatively affect a community’s cohesion. PCSO’s are armed with a number of powers to tackle this type of behaviour such as issuing fixed penalty notices (under some forces), demanding the name and address of people engaging in anti-social behaviour or confiscating alcohol off persons under 18. 
Another one of the primary ways community policing teams work to foster and maintain community cohesion is by developing open two-way communication with an emphasis of involving the community towards achieving local policing priorities and also by involving them in the process for setting these priorities. Section 34 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 makes it a responsibility for the chief officers to make arrangements for obtaining the views of the public about crime and disorder in their area and how they intend to deal with them. This is often achieved through official public forums alongside police and crime commissioners who share the responsibility. On smaller scales however, neighbourhood teams often engage in public meetings on a local level to discuss the issues alongside the public and other agencies. 
These neighbourhood teams try to look at the reasons why crime and disorder are occurring in their area and look to resolve this rather than simply dealing with the symptoms. Whilst community policing ideologies and problem-oriented policing are often seen as opposing processes, modern community policing constantly uses a problem-solving approach through the OSARA model. This is a major difference between them and response teams. Many different factors can have an impact on community cohesion including deprivation within the community, housing issues and a lack of general facilities for persons in the area. Whilst this is not a conclusive list, this does indicate some of the areas that neighbourhood teams tackle through partnership working. These bodies can include both public and private sector agencies but often includes both the local council and housing departments. “Linking local authorities with neighbourhood policing teams is vital in improving cohesion.” (NPIA, 2020It will be clear to most people that police will not always be the best agency to deal with the above issues.  Working with partner agencies continues to be a key part of the community policing and is a statutory requirement under The Crime and Disorder Act 1998.) Other agencies that are often included in the process are drugs and alcohol support agencies, the education sector youth clubs and private companies.  By targeting the root causes of the local issues in conjunction with these other bodies, the intent is to provide effective early intervention and divert offenders away whilst protecting the most vulnerable in society. Partnership working is widely considered a defining feature of community policing. 
The means in which community policing has also changed as we delve further into the digital age. Most police forces, their specialist teams and local neighbourhood teams will have varied social media presences. These forces use social media to share important news or developing incidents with the community as well as allowing a more direct channel of communication. “Social media enables the police to engage better and to build relationships, as well as to gather information and intelligence.” (Police Foundation, 2014) This has arguably simplified the process of communicating with communities significantly as it is now possible to demonstrate and evidence police activity without the need for a person to witness it first-hand. This can have benefits for building trust and cohesion within the community as well as providing reassurance that police are working to target criminals. “An online presence in a modern world is as important as traditional policing methods such as walking the beat” (Keane, 2014)

In conclusion, the principles of community policing are a core part of the British Policing model. There is clear strong evidence to suggest that strong community participation in the prevention and detection of crime has a correlation with reductions in fear of crime. The benefits of fostering and maintaining good relationships with public is plain to see and is more easily evidenced through the implications of what happens when you fail to do so. The introduction of neighbourhood policing teams, staffed with constables assigned to a particular locale or PCSOs has been a massively beneficial development. As general demand on policing continues, response officers remain unable to have to the time/resources necessary to actively solve the problems that affect community cohesion. The use of these specialist teams to be able to undertake this work has undoubtedly had a positive effect on public perception of police. The tactics and strategies used in order to continue developing public relations will undoubtedly adapt over the coming decades and further emphasis may be placed on a digital presence where generally, as a society, we are spending more and more of our time. The National Police Chief’s Council’s Policing Vision 2025 states “The link between communities and the police will continue to form the bedrock of British policing. Local policing will be tailored to society’s complex and diverse needs”. As such, it is reasonable to expect that community policing will continue to be relevant for years to come. Ultimately, one of the biggest threats to maintaining a good community approach is the reduction in policing numbers. Both PCSO and PC numbers had been decimated throughout recent years and will undoubtedly have a severe effect on public perceptions of police effectiveness.   
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