Bibliographical exercise
Part I
Book title: Tes Kaines diathekes hapanta : Nouum Testamentum ex bibliotheca regia. (PHI 04758)
The transcription of the title page:
THΣ KAINHΣ | Δκα γήνης ἄπφτα. | Nouum Te⌠tomentum.| IX BIBLIOTHECA REGIA. | [ornamental type illustration of Robert Estienne’s pressmark of a spear with an olive branch and a serpent wrapped around it] | Βασιλεῖ τ’ ὰλαγῶ νρατερῶ τ’ αἰχμητῆ. | L V T E I T Æ, | Ex officina Roberti Stephani typographi | Regii typis Regis. | M. D. L X I X. |
The transcription of the colophon:
EXCVDEBAT ROB. STE- | PHANVS TYPOGRA- | PHVS REGIVS PA- | RISIIS IDIE. | IANVAR. AN- | NO M. D. | L X I X. |
Author: Estienne Robert (1503?-1559)
Publisher: Ex officina Roberti Stephani typographi regij, typis Regijs
Date: 1569 (M. D. L X I. In colophon)
Book format: Octavo
The collation: *8 (with one extra blank page), **8, a8-z8, A8-H8, aa8-zz8, Aa8
The signatures are all regular octavo with the exception of the first signature, which has an extra blank page. The signatures start with an asterisk, then a double asterisk, then go through the 23 letters of the alphabet in lowercase, then switches to uppercase alphabet but only until ‘h’, then goes through the 23 letters of the alphabet again but using double lowercase, with the last signature being an uppercase and a lowercase ‘a’.
Pagination: 441 leaves, 882 pages














Part II
Robert Estienne and his Pressmarks
Robert Estienne, Latinised as Robert Stephanus and Anglicised Robert Stephens, was born in 1503 in Paris to a renowned painter. He became well known for his translations of the Bible into Latin, particularly Jerome’s Vulgate Bible, which caused many to feel he was a heretic. Estienne was appointed by the King of France, Francis I as the royale printer of Latin, Hebrew and Greek. In 1540, Estienne started to add wood block print illustrations to his Bible of subjects and objects from the Bible with intricate details. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Edward D. Andrews, Robert Estienne (Stephanus): A Printer Who Left His Mark, <https://uasvbible.org/2023/05/14/robert-estienne-stephanus-a-printer-who-left-his-mark/> [Accessed 4 February 2026]] 

[image: ][image: ]The printer’s mark or pressmark of Estienne’s printing firm depicts a man reaching out to an olive tree with falling branches. This is a representation of the metaphor told by the apostle Paul in Romans 11:20, where the olive tree represents the people of God, the falling branches being those who have broken away from God due to non belief, and the grafted on branches are the Gentiles, those who have to faith later in life. The motto on the banner, ‘Noli Altum Sapere’, translates to ‘Do Not Become Proud’. The man in the pressmark is likely Saint Paul, but he could also be Saint Stephan due to the stones near his feet being something associated with Saint Stephan. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Dordt College Department of Art and Design, Design History: Robert Estienne (Roberti Stephani), (2009), <https://dcaiga.blogspot.com/2009/05/design-history-robert-estienne-roberti_9928.html> [Accessed 4 February 2026]] 

Another one of Estienne’s pressmarks is a spear with a serpent and an olive branch wrapped around it. The motto below it, ‘Βασιλεῖ τ’ ἀγαθῷ κρατερῷ τ’ αἰχμητῇ’’, translates to ‘To the Wise King and The Valiant Warrior’.Figure 2: Robert Estienne's printing presses pressmark



Figure 1: Robert Estienne's pressmark
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