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[bookmark: _GoBack]Access to education is an important and key aspect of our lives.  From the age of three, children are brought up within some sort of educational environment.  Nick Gibb addresses the reasons behind education within a conference about the reform.  He felt that education is essential to creating a ‘fairer society’.  This is due to the wide range of opportunity that can be shared through forms of education.  For example, through educating children about diverse individuals, we learn to accept those among us who may have differences.  The government firmly believes that individuals should be given the chance at all angles to achieve their full potential.  For instance, those who struggle in certain aspects of learning whether it is due to them having additional needs or otherwise, are often given support where to address these issues early on in their school career.  Nick puts this into perspective by stating that ‘100,00 more 6-year-olds’ due to the extra emphasis that is put into areas such as phonics and reading.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Nick Gibb (2015) Schools minister Nick Gibb addresses the Education Reform Summit, Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-purpose-of-education, (Accessed: 14th October 2019)] 

Education is not just about teaching knowledge to others but can be used to expand and develop many skills.  From a young age, our parents taught us many key values which we continue to use in day-to-day life such as culinary skills or morals.  Environments such as school also allow individuals to mix with a variety of other individuals which may or may not be the same age as us but all the more reason why it allows us to develop in social aspects.  Children often mix with individuals from different backgrounds or cultures and are raised to accept the differences within others.  Socially, education helps us learn to communicate with others in a way that is socially accepted through the use of body language, gestures and other key skills we do not even think about using.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ranga.nr (2019), Importance of Education in Life and Society, Available at: https://www.studyread.com/importance-of-education/, (Accessed: 14th October 2019)] 

Nelson Mandela once said, ‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world’.[footnoteRef:3]  Education helps us to develop the knowledge and skills that can be essential to gaining qualifications.  Through someone’s school career, one is able to develop their understanding in the world around them but also, develop in their knowledge of key areas such as maths and English.  Not only are these areas key to daily life but are essential to developing key skills and qualifications to allow individuals to get good jobs when they are older.  The government, over the years, has put more time and money into developing the education system because they believe that education is key to allowing individuals to compete on a level playing field in the workforce.  However, not just this but, due to the changing world, technology is becoming an aspect that is largely used in day to day life.  This means, if individuals do not know how to use even the simplest technology, they may find it a struggle to keep up in the workforce.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Loo, C. (2018) ‘Top Nine Nelson Mandela Quotes About Education’, Connie Loo [blog]. 18 March. Available at: https://borgenproject.org/nelson-mandela-quotes-about-education/, (Accessed: 14th October 2019)]  [4:  Pearson, The Importance of Education, Available at: https://www.pearson.com/corporate/about-pearson/the-importance-of-education.html, (Accessed: 14th October 2019) ] 

In conclusion, education is an essential part on our development which we continue to use throughout our lives.
