WHAT QUESTION[S] AM I ASKING OF THIS TEXT?
 
1. This theoretical / research / practice / policy paper [What type of literature is this?]
addresses an investigation of what happens when / what is wrong with / how well a particular policy, intervention or service works in practice

2. The authors’ claims and overall argument is stated in an abstract / stated in the introduction or conclusion / and is clear / unclear in that …

3. Three significant statements encompass much of the detail of the paper….
(1)
(2)
(3)
4. The main knowledge claims that the authors are making relate to theoretical knowledge / research knowledge / practice knowledge 

5. What is being argued is that …… [summarise in a sentence]

6. [bookmark: _Hlk495346704]The authors’ mode of working is through a social science or a practical orientation / choice of methodology and methods / an interest in understanding, or in improving practice

7. [bookmark: _Hlk495346816]The value stance adopted is relatively impartial / critical / positive / unclear 

8. The research generates theory / is atheoretical / develops social science theory / develops practical theory 


9. The authors do not adequately / adequately describe their methodology/methods in that….

10. The authors do not criticise / criticise policy in that …

11. The authors do not make recommendations for action / make recommendations for action in that…

12. Key prescriptions for improving policy or practice are not made / are made in that …

13. With what degree of certainty/uncertainty do the authors make their claims?  Do they:

Indicate tentativeness / qualify their claims by acknowledging limitations of their evidence acknowledge others counter evidence
Acknowledge that the situation may have changed since data collection  

14. How generalised are the authors claims?  

Limited to the specific context from which the claims were derived  / other similar contexts / a national system / a culture / universal  

15. The degree of generalisation is implied / implicit / unspecified 

16. How consistent are the authors’ claims with each other?

Claims fit together in supporting an argument / Some claims contradict each other

17. Sources are not used / used to back the claims, such as …. 

18. Do the authors use any of the following to back their claims?

First-hand experience / the authors own practice knowledge or research / literature about reviews of practice knowledge or research

19. Whose practice or policy is the focus of interest?

20. If claims are at least partly based on the authors’ own research:


21. How robust is the evidence?

22. Methodological limitations or flaws in the methods are acknowledged / not acknowledged in that….

23. The sample size and is large enough / too small to support the claims being made 

24. There is a detailed account of data collection and analysis / data collection and analysis is not addressed in great detail

25. An account of participants is not provided / is provided?

26. There is no summary of all findings / a summary of all findings is provided 

27. Is there a conceptual framework guiding data collection and analysis?

28. Does a particular perspective focus attention on some aspects and under emphasise others?

29. If more than one perspective is used, how coherently do the different perspectives relate to each other?

30. To what extent does any value stance adopted impact upon claims? 
Have the authors prejudged the phenomena discussed?
Are they biased?

31. To what extent are claims supported or challenged by others work?
Do the authors relate their claims to others work?
Do the authors refer to others’ published evidence, theoretical orientations or value stances to support their claims?
Do they acknowledge others’ counter evidence? 
32. Ethical considerations are not addressed / are addressed, including …

33. The article/text ‘fits’ / does not fit in the context of the broad issue in that… It is dated / It is current….

34. This text is convincing / not convincing in that…
.
35. Its strengths are……………………..Its weaknesses are……………………

36. The importance of this research can be seen in……………………. [So what?]
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