[bookmark: _GoBack]In this essay we will we explaining the advantages and disadvantages of Magistrates in the exercise of justice. We will cover important key points and topics such as what is a Magistrate, what are their main roles and responsibilities as well our thesis and what possible reforms could be implemented in order to improve upon the Magistrates exercise of justice within the UK. Before beginning to delve into the advantages and disadvantages of a Magistrate it’s important to understand just what exactly a magistrate is. Magstates are volunteers who sit in court and listen to criminal and  family cases and then based off off of the information gathered from thses proceedings will deliberate with each other and come to a verdict regarding the outcpme of the case and how it should be settled. ‘’A Magistrate volunteer can be any person from any walk of life, they can volunteer for atleast 13 days a year to hear court proceedings and give their judgments, they do not require any skills or legal qualifications to volunteer and can particapate anywhere from the age of 18 to 75. It's also important to note that Magistrate volunteers are unpaid in their roles as a Magistrate and are usually in full time or part time employment already when they decide to volunteer.’’ Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023). Now that we know what a Magistrate is we should delve deeper into what their main responsibilities are when carrying out their duties. As mentioned earlier on some of the main key task and responsibilities a Magistrate may face involve having to attend legal proceedings in a magistrate's court that will involve either criminal or civil cases. When the magistrates attend a case in a Magistrates court they will need to ‘’listen carefully to all evidence given in court and follow structured decision-making processes and case law to reach fair decisions, they are advised on points of law by a legal adviser who sits in court with them.’’ Magistrates Association (2023). While carrying out their duties in court they will come across different situations and cases, for example ‘’when attending Criminal cases a Magistrate may have to deal with varying crimes such as minor assaults, motoring offences, theft, handling stolen goods, tv licence evasion and may also be allowed to give out punishments such as fines, unpaid work in the community or even prison for up to 12 months for one crime. A magistrate may also deal with family cases in a family court in which case they will again be allowed to make varying decisions to decide the outcome of the court case proceedings, some these include, ‘arranging for a child to be put into care or put up for adoption, help separated parents make arrangements for their children, enforce child maintenance orders, make court orders to prevent domestic abuse. The magistrates that attend these family cases will receive advice from the child’s guardian or a family court advisor during the case.’’ Gov.uk (2023). Our thesis is that Magistrates an incredibly important component of modern day court proceedings and play a must have role in the court justice system as their key inputs into cases that involve the community as members of the community themselves help reflect the thinking and judgement making of society as a whole and help create a balanced and impartial justice system to help deliver accurate fair punishments and outcomes in court cases. There are multiple advantages to involving Magistrates in the exercise of justice within the UK, for instance ‘’they have the authority to impose higher sentences to the accused for severe offences, which will most likely stop or prevent that individual from committing the same or any other illegalities in the future.’’ Defence Solicitors London (November 2022). Other advantages involve as mentioned before the Magistrates ability to reflect the true thoughts and feelings of the community during court cases and can also serve as a way to help represent and diversify ethnic minorities as the role of magistrates made for volunteers and anyone can be one regardless of their ethnic background or religious beliefs, this representation and diversity is incredibly important since statistics show that ‘’ as of April 1st 2022 as little as 5% of judges were from Asian backgrounds, 1% were from black backgrounds, 2% were from mixed ethnic backgrounds and 1% were from other ethnic backgrounds.’’ Gov.uk (2022). These statistics breaking down ethnic representation of BAME backgrounds was incredibly low in proportion to the magistrates more diversified ethnic representation which showed that ‘’as of April 1st, 2022, at least 14% of Magistrates were from an ethnic minority background’’ Gov.uk (2022). These accurate statistics prove that the presence of Magistrates and them exercising justice serves to encourage people of all ethnicity types to come together and work towards creating a safer crime free community. Another simple advantage of Magistrates is that they are cheap and cost effective as they will likely already in full time or part time employment and won’t receive compensation for volunteering as magistrates, making them far more cost efficient compared to professional judges. Magistrates are also vaster in number compared to actual judges considering that anyone can be a magistrate without needing any previous qualifications which allows the use of them to handle large amounts of cases at a time while leaving the few more serious cases to those with training and experience. There are disadvantages to Magistrates seeing over court proceedings however as their lack of training and experience may also serve as detrimental to their ability to handle cases which could lead to complications to them understanding the application of law and the understanding of complicated legal issues resulting in mor outside help being needed from experienced legal counsellors. Another disadvantage is that Magistrates are limited to working in low level courts and dealing with less important cases resulting in less support, funding and facilities being provided to them. The Vast number of low-level cases they must deal with could also serve as a detriment since the workload could very well result in burnout, stress and poor decisions being made over times as mental fatigue continues to accrue. Magistrates may not require any legal knowledge or qualifications to volunteer but the government may seek certain qualities in applicants such as ‘' a good character, understanding and communication, social awareness, maturity and sound temperament, sound judgment as well as commitment and reliability.’’ Judiciary of England and Wales (2015). ‘’since 2010 at least 164 magistrates' courts out of the total 320 have been closed (51%) in order to reduce the need for physical attendance at certain types of hearings.’’ commonslibrary.parliament.uk (2020). These closures could serve as a detriment however as they would most definitely increase the workload for the remaining magistrates’ courts and this added stress and fatigue could very well result in poor decision making in the future which would in turn further result in affecting the reliability and efficiency of magistrates in cases they participate in. We believe that a suitable reform to increase the efficiency of Magistrates in the exercise of justice would be to increase the amount magistrates’ courts currently open or reopen those that were closed in order to decrease and spread out the workload that the smaller amount of magistrates’ courts face on a day-to-day basis. This reform could also be implemented in a way to save government and taxpayer spending if the government only focused on increasing the amount of active magistrate courts in areas of high crime rate in an effort to reduce said crime by providing more resources to magistrates who deal with a considerable amount more of cases compared to other courts, in fact in 2021 alone ‘’magistrate courts in England and Wales received 1.14 million cases and crown courts received 98,000 cases.’’commonslibrary.parliament.uk (2023). In conclusion we believe that Magistrates exercise on justice is necessary in today's society where ethnic minority representation is more important than ever and magistrates have a much better chance at representing these ethnic minorities. Magistrates have also already been proven to receive and have the responsibility of dealing with a much greater number of cases than other courts making their presence in the justice system invaluable. 
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