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	HND COMPUTING PORTFOLIO ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATION 



	Student name:
	
	Student P number:
	

	Programme:
	HND Computing Portfolio

	Module:
	Computer and Network Architecture
	Module Level (4, 5, 6, 7):
	4

	Module code:
	M1X8605
	Contribution to Overall 
Module Assessment (%):
	25%

	Lecturer:
	Graham Rees-Evans
	Internal Verifier:
	Lee J Cobley

	Assignment Title:
	Network Design Assignment
	Assignment No:
	2

	Hand Out Date:
	WC 13th February 2012
	Submission deadline:
	30th March 2012

	Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 40%.  Over one week late, Refer.


	Referencing:
	In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research your work is based (numeric system of referencing)). Append to your submission a reference list / bibliography that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have read or quoted in order to complete this assignment (initials of author and surname, title of book/article, edition, publisher: place of publication, date of publication).

	Disclosure: 

	I declare that this assignment is all my own work and that I will acknowledge all materials used from the published or unpublished works of other people.

	Student’s Signature:

	
	
Date:
	



	Learning Outcomes tested
(from module/unit syllabus)
	Assessment Criteria  To achieve each outcome a student must demonstrate the ability to:

	1. Develop fundamental understanding of network basics in terms of architecture, devices, application and protocols.
	· Design a local area network for an organization and produce a coherent argument as to the advantages and disadvantages of using certain network technologies.




· Please submit the assignment parts in a suitable report folder - not in polypockets.  
· The assignment specification (including tasks, marking scheme and coursework feedback form) should be at the front of the submission.  Assignments will not be accepted without a specification as it is a requirement that you sign the disclosure regarding referencing convention.

	COURSEWORK FEEDBACK TO STUDENTS



	
Lecturer’s General Comments:

	

	     
















	
Final Grade:

	

	Lecturer’s Signature:
	
	
Date:
	




	
Second Marker’s Comments:

	

	

	Second Marker’s Signature:

	
	
Date:
	



Task 1 - Group Presentation:									
As a group (of between 4 and 7) research and present a topic of your choice to your peers.
You will be marked on research evidence, topic knowledge, presentation composition and fluency of delivery.
This will form a group mark.

Task 2 - Network Design: 									

The School of Computing is planning to deploy a new network structure to accommodate the following scenario. Please make suggestions on how this LAN can be designed based on the floor map. 

Network devices such as hub, bridge, switch, router, router switch, and wireless devices can be used in combination. 

The network design should offer high performance for the lab users and convenience for the staffs. Meanwhile, the cost of building and maintaining the designated network should be kept low.

A design proposal should be delivered at this stage, which contains the following contents:

· Illustrations of the LAN design as well as necessary annotations and comments. 
· Justifications of the current design, i.e. reasons for choosing devices and structures.
· Discuss whether this is a practical approach for the required scenario from the following aspects:
· Network devices, Network topology, Performance, Cost, Convenience, Sharing of network resources, Any alternative solutions?
· Supplies list including sources of purchase, 
· Model numbers, web links, cost, etc. 
· The total cost for the network deployment (except for the PCs) should also be finalized.
· Distinguish between Network Devices, Computers and Servers.
Task 3 - Network Creation: 									

Upon the completion of Task 1, use Packet Tracer software to model the network that you have designed, and configure the network to make sure it is running properly. 

The following requirements should be met:

· All the PCs except the ones in the server room are workstations. 
In the server room, there is a Web Server and a DNS Server. 
· Test network connections between any two PCs, and provide evidence.
· Assign appropriate IP addresses for all the workstations and servers in the network.
· Configure the DNS server and the web server. 
Make sure any PC in the network can load the webpage from the web server properly. 
The work of Task 2 and 3 needs to be submitted in the electronic format. 
Please include the Packet Tracer file in the submission. Screenshots should be included in the report.

The document should be:
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Total word count approximately 1800 words in length
· Word processed
· Inclusive of a list of references / bibliography (where applicable), following the Numeric Referencing System
· Presented to the School Office on the submission date given with an electronic copy provided on a CD or Memory stick.
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	Grading criteria

	Grade
	Characteristics/Possible evidence
	Tick
if met
	Comment

	Pass

The outcomes indicated in the assessment must be achieved at a satisfactory level
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an acceptable standard at the current the level of your programme. Work demonstrates some familiarity with and grasp of a factual/conceptual knowledge base for the field of study and/or ability to employ specialist skills, but only just meeting threshold standards. Work may be characterised by some significant errors, omissions or problems, but there will be sufficient evidence of development and competence. Writing may be poorly presented without properly laid out referencing/bibliography, or in the case of quantitative work, it may not be possible to follow the logic and reasoning leading to the results obtained and the conclusions reached.




	
	

	Merit

In order to achieve a merit the student must exhibit with reasonable consistency across the unit the characteristics listed opposite.
	The work is of a very good standard at the current level of your programme. Work demonstrates ability to evaluate new information, concepts and evidence from a range of sources and generate ideas through the analysis of concepts at an abstract level. Arguments and issues will be discussed and referenced, but these may not be fully documented or detailed. The work will be mostly accurate and provide some evidence of the ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate and apply required methods/techniques. There will be no serious omissions or inaccuracies. There will be good evidence of ability to take responsibility for own learning including the selection and use of relevant techniques and applying creative skills. With Quantitative work it should be possible to follow the logical steps leading to the answer obtained and the conclusions reached. 




	
	

	Distinction

In order to achieve a distinction the student must exhibit with reasonable consistency across the unit the characteristics for a merit plus the characteristics listed opposite.
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an excellent standard for the current level of your programme.  Work is based on a rigorous and broad knowledge base, demonstrating ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate concepts and/or interpret and describe the creative expression and the associated workflow process including both the design and development/production considerations. 
The work will go beyond that provided on reading lists and include independent work.  There will be strong evidence of competence across a range of specialised skills and the capability to operate autonomously. The work will exhibit excellent levels of knowledge and understanding, with elements of originality and flair.
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