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The skeletal record In forenS|c
archaeology

Can the dead bear withess to past events?
Just what can the dead tell us?



Change of views as far as the
body: IS concerned

Early medieval: body is not
important — soul is to be saved at e TUNr e only
the cost of the body SN

= Little distinction between man
and beast in terms of body .
(Gerald of Wales c. AD 1146 — ¢ == 707
1223) f‘s"*“ '

= Suicide punished by
decapitation, buried in un-
consecrated ground body
violated in order for the soul to
reside in forever punishment =
belief — based in canonical law.




|L.ater medieval/early modern

Modern period (15 ‘autopsy’) period of
rationalism — body: is of value. 1308
Chiara ofi Montefalco dissected to reveal
her saintliness. Cremona in 1286 an
dUtopsy Was performed on a cadaver, a
victimi off the plague, in order to find the
cause ofi death.

By Renaissance body can bear witness



Today?

(Coresk Fpﬁm
VoLume ONE

FOR THE DEAD
AND THE LIVING,

WE MUST BEAR
WITNESS.

ELIE WIESEL

SEWISHRIREATS)

Elie Wiesel, 1989 Noble Peace Prize
winner, quote from his acceptance
speech




Fratelli Alinari (The brothers Alinari), the
famous Italian photographers. Ca 1870,
became first to capture this scientifically

ALINARI

PHOTOGRAPHERS OF FLORENCE
1852~1920



http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_H3JPqpNHK9w/RvatWeOGOnI/AAAAAAAAACM/7xkeDTeCPQc/s1600-h/AlinariBrosFratelli1870.jpg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Alinari+Brothers+photographers&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=A6xvOfqMtNkjwM&tbnid=Y0FYtk9F82CG0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.andmeisterbooks.co.uk/?page%3Dshop/flypage%26product_id%3D9098&ei=GA03UbSzBPG10QWpzoHQBw&psig=AFQjCNG0U6QjyTJsnf5lCK4aBuzp4RU4Ug&ust=1362648584870552
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Alinari+Brothers+photographers&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=96ScxJ6bSWi9kM&tbnid=-Xd6oLXixinxHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.artvalue.com/auctionresult--alinari-brothers-1852-italy-view-of-palazzo-medici-florenc-2197571.htm&ei=Rg03UZTALoit0QXIqICoCQ&psig=AFQjCNG0U6QjyTJsnf5lCK4aBuzp4RU4Ug&ust=1362648584870552
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FINDING _THE MUTiLATED BODY IN MITRE SQARE

Optograms: The second victim of Jack the Ripper — Annie Chapman in
(1888). Taking her retinal image (optogram) was mooted as an idea but
the police surgeon denied this possibility



‘anatomic characterology”

: the determination off character, personality
traits and criminality. on the basis of the shape of the heaad

Principle is you are what your skeleton says you are


http://pages.britishlibrary.net/phrenology/images.html
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Left: La Ferrassie a Neandertnal, and rgnt: a early: modern
numan. Botn e {,er)l‘—b from France and net so dissimilar in
date at around 35-40 thousand years old.



Popularizing phrenology

e € The notorious Australian
A , : bushranger who! fell foul ofite

» the law: died in 1880,
r- Victoria, Australia

Post-mortem examination of: %
IS death mask (in itselfia (T
.\ long and wellloved tradition)
\\ established his criminal
proclivities — his skull said he
Was a bad boy.



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ned+kelly+armour+facts&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eor96UGI9wIw6M&tbnid=FUe_1z2vr745gM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://defensetech.org/2009/11/19/pinnacles-new-armor/&ei=dis2UZr9Eeqq0QWWooGQBw&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGUcm__uFQo4twT-ZsMs_S4fGTLIA&ust=1362590941576588

The Moral Microbe
The criminal gene Or ]ust d cr|m|naI|
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The search for the body to predict, reveal or determine behaviour is still with us


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=wayland+prison&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tdhJK362x3VEMM&tbnid=KIpqxu6Q_AtR1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.edp24.co.uk/news/crime/new_wing_opens_at_wayland_prison_to_help_prevent_supply_of_drugs_1_1195414&ei=nxE3UdCuHOrJ0QXjtYHwCA&psig=AFQjCNFIw8of1Q-0QJNlNBSTQEBqdZFZkQ&ust=1362649854211486

The ability to read a skeleton relies on
there being a skeleton

I Sky burials are commoniin
.1 Tibet where it is important
@ for the ritual not to be

# " & disturbed or the birds
_linterrupted


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=sky+burials&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HmDCIVdbcNT6zM&tbnid=t2DAUW6LyIHQOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thebsreport.wordpress.com/2010/02/09/is-jack-nicholson-for-the-birds-star-considering-a-sky-burial/&ei=tR82UbeiJ-3M0AXT2oGwBA&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEL6R577XPw3GFQcZZ8asdhkG6ZUA&ust=1362587891286438

Many people are never recovered

Scott’s fateful expedition to the Antarctic, Scott probably the last of the five
explorers to have died in March 1912, The body of one of his number,
Captain Oates, was never recovered.


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scott of the antartic&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zhbikAPZVex7sM&tbnid=WkSXnH_aTXz-fM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.paulvallely.com/?p%3D1812&ei=hCE2UYH-Aail0QXf4oHQBQ&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFR4J0h25SKnnslMkFgoxcTz8D-kw&ust=1362588405354777
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scott+of+the+antartic+base+camp&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=M7BZUW9YcU119M&tbnid=2A32KMpFRz2iXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/42-15855581/princess-anne-visits-scotts-antarctic-base-camp&ei=ISI2UduUJoPS0QWzg4H4DA&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGiJFfqdmvcZPir0VxMcL5S025Q5Q&ust=1362588548880553

It is not just about acts of violence

Coroner: aim to establish and record
the cause of death, and to determine
if there is any criminal intent in cases
where death.

IS sudden

IS unexpected

OCCUrs abroad

IS suspicious

occurs under the control of a
central authority

Not just about crime and getting
someone to do the time!



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=itchy+and+scratchy+cartoons&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Xe56X-iibGmieM&tbnid=INk-BLXpEWq7XM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://wiw.org/~jess/archives/2007/07/25/springfield-25/&ei=VCg2UdnOGqm-0QWY5IG4Bw&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEqe8vn6Cn-VwFin8sMt1BXWCtuuw&ust=1362590077831759

What are the main guestions relating

to skeletal remains?
Are they human?

IHow' many. are there?
Who are they?

How' Iong have they been dead?

How! did they die?

What practices are evident?

Such guestions can be remarkably difficult to
answer!


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=skeltons+cartoon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=UXOETWunG7ukIM&tbnid=bLIyF2Aci2G02M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://depositphotos.com/3720438/stock-illustration-Cartoon-skeleton.html&ei=ZCc2UffoCKKM0wXGv4H4Dg&bvm=bv.43148975,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNE3xt6iDENTCGtsBwQLFMQxwkdLYQ&ust=1362589900334475

1. Biological identity

ethnic affiliation, sex, age and stature of individuals

Mays, S. 2002 The Archaeology of Human Bones. Routledge
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