Critical engagement with Benjamin Ives Gillman’s ‘The Design Argument Survives Darwinism’

When it comes to the discussion of the design argument there are many viewpoints such as Charles Darwin’s theory of Origin of Species (1859) which provides alternative reasoning on creation and evolution without the use of religion nor faith. Benjamin Ives Gilman engages with the Darwinian way of thought with his paper ‘The Design Argument Survives Darwinism’. 
Gillman argues that ‘science is our name for inquiries subject to test by observation, and the belief in another mind can not be tested by observation, since another mind is not observable.’[footnoteRef:1] Therefore, biology and science are not able to observe the mind appropriately whereas faith stems from the mind. Thus I believe that while science is separate, it can coexist with faith as equal approaches to life.  [1: Benjamin Ives Gilman, ‘The Design Argument Survives Darwinism’, The Journal of Philosophy, 21.2 (1924), pp.29-36 (p. 32). Subsequent references to this source are given in the text as ‘Gilman’ followed by the page number.] 

This is further reinforced by Gilman’s claim that ‘the course of variation in the history in life bears marks of the conduct of a mind on a planetary scale,’ which goes ‘beyond science.’ (Gilman, pp. 32-33) From the information gathered I now believe that science has its limits when it comes to the life while faith transcends those limits. Therefore, faith and science do not share the same boundaries. 
While science may stop at the observation of the mind, faith has its roots in the mind and cannot be judged on the same scale - ‘If faith is a type of evidence, it serves as a basis for beliefs. It is a ground of conviction, assurance, or certainty,’ which I believe every person should have. (Gilman, p. 36)
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