Martial was born, Marcus Valerius Martialis, on March 1st between 38 and 41 AD. He was born in Spain in the town of Bilbilis. Martial did not come to Rome until around 64 AD, after being educated and brought up within Spain.  Once in Rome Martial found friendship within the circles of Seneca, a younger fellow Spaniard who was at “the height of his career at the imperial court.” (Gagarin, 2010). However many of those within these circles suffered during the Pisonian conspiracy in 65 AD. Martial became known for his literary works in 80 AD when he published a book of epigrams to celebrate the opening games of the new Flavian amphitheatre, the epigrams were titled Epigrammaton liber. He wrote a further two collections, Xenia and Apophoreta, before 86 AD when he published twelve books of epigrams, named Epigrammaton libri XII, this consisted of around 1,175 poems. Martial maintained his relationship with the imperial court and wrote about the emperors Titus and Domitian, however after Domitian was assassinated he revised the works he had mentioned the aforementioned emperor in and removed every detail about him. Martial returned to Spain after becoming unhappy with his life in the city, he was given a residence by a female patron, he remained in Spain until his death around 101 AD. 
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