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A feminist view on abortions.
This assessment will explore the key features of feminism and their views on abortions. It will explore the history of feminism, what the United Kingdom laws on abortion are and explore why women have abortions. It will explore abortions through a feminist lens. 
According to Guy-Evans the ‘feminist theory is a major branch of sociology’. It comes under the umbrella of structural conflict theory, which views society as conflict between male and female. It is believed that females are oppressed or disadvantaged by various social institutes. Guy-Evans suggests that feminists promote sexual freedom which means that women can have control over their own bodies. This includes ensuring everyone has access to safe abortions.
‘Feminism is a wide range of political movements, ideologies and social movements that share a common goal to define, establish, and achieve political, economic, personal and social equality of sexes’ (Raina J 2017) The assumption for feminism is to seek women’s equality. According to Raina (2017) ‘the fundamental beliefs beyond feminist theory is from the beginning of human civilization, women are given a non-essential status by masculine dominant social disclosure’. Research by Ranjan R suggest that the first wave of feminism came in the 19th to the early 20th century and the subjects that were raised during this time were working conditions, suffrage, and educational rights. Women won the right to vote in the 1920’s after that women’s movement became less active until the late 1960s and early 1970s where women in the southern civil rights movements became interested in the women’s rights which is still active today (Sociology: Understanding and changing the social world 2010) 
‘Abortion is when someone chooses to end a pregnancy. It is sometimes called a termination.’ (Brook Young People 2023) People choose to end a pregnancy for a whole lot of reasons. For example, they are not in a financial place to support a child, they don’t want children or because it is medically unsafe for them to have a child. Whatever someone’s reason for abortion, it is their choice and right to do so. Abortion is a very safe procedure. The earlier on in a pregnancy you decide to have an abortion the safer it is. But like any medical procedure it does carry risks (Brook Young People 2023) There are two types of ending an unwanted pregnancy these are medical abortion and surgical abortion. The medical abortion method can be used up to 10 weeks this is also known as the ‘abortion pill’. The surgical abortion is given between 10-15 weeks and is called the vacuum aspiration also know as the ‘suction method’. Abortions after 15 weeks is less common, but a medical abortion can be carried out up to 24 weeks of pregnancy in the United Kingdom (Brook young people 2023). 
In 2017 the British Medical Association (BMA) agreed that abortions should be managed the same as any other medical treatment. ‘The policy stated that abortion 1) should be decriminalised in respect of health professionals administrating abortions within the context of their clinical practice 2) should be decriminalised in respect of women procuring and administering the means of their own abortion’. The law in England, Scotland and Wales on abortion is governed by the Abortion Act 1967. The act provides exceptions to the crime of administering or procuring an abortion (BMA 2023). ‘The Abortion Act 1967 allows a pregnancy to be lawfully terminated by a registered medical practitioner in an National Health Service (NHS) hospital or premises approved for this purpose.’ If two medical practitioners are of the opinion, formed in good faith that the abortion is justified under one of the following grounds. ‘Ground A, that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk to the life of the pregnant woman greater than if the pregnancy was terminated, Ground B, that the termination is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to physical or mental health of the pregnant woman. Ground C, That the pregnancy has not exceeded its 24 week and that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk greater than if the pregnancy were terminated of injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant women. Ground D, That the pregnancy has not exceeded its 24th week and that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve risk, greater than if the pregnancy were terminated, of injury to the physical or mental health of any existing child(ren) of the family of the pregnant woman. Ground E, that there is substantial risk that if the child were born it would suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped. Ground F, to save the life of the pregnant woman.  Ground G, to prevent grave permanent injury to the physical or mental health of the pregnant woman.’ The Abortion Act will not allow a pregnancy to be terminated after 24 weeks.  The BMA suggests that it is critical for women to be given the time to make a right decision for themselves. The BMA believes that women should have the right to decide whether or not to continue with a pregnancy in the second or third trimester, when given a diagnosis of a serious or fatal abnormality is made. 
The EFC suggest many reasons why women decide to have an abortion. A threat to life, if the life of a mother is at risk due to the pregnancy. If the case is life threatening abortion can be legally justified. Risk to mental health, if a woman has a long-term mental health problem it is thought to be a considerable risk to continue with the pregnancy and this is grounds for an abortion. Inability to care for a child, women who suffer from mental health, disabled or have poorly paid jobs do not feel the can provide for a child and seek abortion rather than bring them in to a miserable world. Rape, some women who have been abused and raped will go ahead with abortion, the thought of carrying their rapist or abusers child is too traumatic. Incest, incest is illegal in the UK and is a legal ground for an abortion. Age, a woman older than 40 carries a higher risk of miscarriage or potential complications during pregnancy and birth. Some women are advised to have an abortion due to the risks being too high. Mental impairment where some women are considered to be mentally unfit to carry a child, this may be due to having low intelligence or brain damage. In these cases a judge would rule on the fitness of the mother to be. 
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(NBC News 2022)
According to the EFC calling abortion murder is sure to make a lot of people upset. It is a reasonable conclusion to make. It depends on your own perspective. If an individual sees a child as being a child from conception, then aborting he or she would be considered murder. Anti-abortion activist group Right to Life was founded by Phyllis Bowman. Bowman was one of the first major campaigners to look into the abortion issue globally. Bowman launched her work to protect unborn children and increase support for women who were facing unplanned pregnancies. Bowman leaded a large network of people across the UK to undertake political, educational and media work to defend the right to life of every human being (Right to Life 2023).
The United Nations Human Rights group (UN) ‘express concerns about severe challenges to the universality of women’s right in the global community.’ They suggest that ‘these challenges come from economic crisis, austerity measures as well as cultural and religious conservatism.’ The Working Group fight for women’s human rights, which include the rights without discrimination to: dignity, equality, information, autonomy, bodily integrity, the highest attainable standard of health, including reproductive and sexual health and the freedom from torture, cruel and inhuman treatment. The right of a woman to make decisions about her own body and reproductive functions is the central of a woman’s basic rights to privacy, equality and bodily integrity. Equality in reproductive health includes access to affordable contraception which includes emergency contraception. ‘ The decision as to whether to continue a pregnancy or terminate it may shape a women’s entire future.’ (UN 2023) 
Feminist theorists present a number of various perspectives on how best to expand and protect women’s rights. ‘Formal equality theorists posit that society should treat individuals according to their actual characteristics, regardless of gender, rather than accentuating individual differences and reinforcing societal assumptions based on stereotypes.’ (Brown L 2005) Liberal feminists cannot decide whether women and men should be treated the same in an attempt to institute equality or treated in the same way that results in equality. Though modern legal authorities are sceptical of that argument that unrelated standards actually can result in equality, they nonetheless have taken in to account the importance of personal autonomy and privacy in the reproductive rights area by upholding a woman’s right to have a termination of pregnancy. 
According to the Feminists for life of America organisation the feminist movement was born more than two hundred years ago by Mary Wollstonecraft who wrote “A vindication of the Rights of Women.” Wollstonecraft condemned those who would “either destroy the embryo in the womb, or cast it off when born.” Shortly after that abortion become illegal in Great Britain. The feminists of the 19th century were also against abortion due to their belief in worth of all human lives. Even though they were aware of the damage done to a woman through constant child-baring the did not oppose. The early American feminists damned abortion in the strongest possible way. Susan B. Anthony’s suggested in her newsletter, The Revolution, that abortion was “child murder”. Elizabeth Cady Stanton who organized the first woman’s rights convention said “When you consider that women have been treated as property, it is degrading to women that we should treat our children as property to be disposed of as we see fit.”  The goals of the recent NOW-led women’s movement regarding abortion would have infuriated the early feminists. Betty Friedan reawakened feminism in the 1960’s with her book, The Feminine Mystique, even this book did not mention abortion. It wasn’t until 1966 that NOW included abortion in its list of goals. Even back then abortion was low on the list of priorities. ‘Feminists for Life of America now recognise that abortion is a symptom of, not a solution to, the continuing struggles women face in the workplace, at home or in society.’ 
To conclude feminism comes under the umbrella of the structural conflict theory which views the conflict between men and women. Feminists seek equality for women. Feminists promote sexual freedom and to have control over their own bodies, this included making sure everyone has the right to a safe abortion, that wasn’t always the case though. Back two hundred years ago and even up to the 19th century feminists frowned upon abortion and even went as far as calling it “child murder.” Abortion is a safe procedure that women choose to have due to many reasons. In the UK it is legal to have an abortion up until 24 weeks of pregnancy. The present Feminists are all for a woman having the choice of an abortion. They agree with a woman having the rights to choose whether to continue with a pregnancy. In the UK there are certain grounds a healthcare specialist will need to consider when a woman is seeking an abortion. 
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