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Nestled in South Wales and partly touching the Brecon Beacons National Park is Blaenavon, a small town that is plentiful with history. In 2000, the town was named a World Heritage Site by UNESCO as the town was the birthplace of the industrial revolution in South Wales and played the main part in the country’s coal trade (Visitblaenavon.co.uk, 2018). In the early 1600’s businessmen decided to invest in the countryside as it has a vast amount of iron ore, coal outcrops and limestone which made Blaenavon a mining town. 
In 1789, the Blaenavon Ironworks was erected, and it was a very risky venture which would cost “a considerable amount” (Visitblaenavon.co.uk, 2018) in today’s money. The iron industry’s success meant that the growth of Blaenavon followed and as the industry developed, the demand for iron increased dramatically. Despite this, Blaenavon Ironworks “began to lose its significance” (Visitblaenavon.co.uk, 2018) as the iron industry slowly decreased over time and another steelwork was erected elsewhere. When the mines closed, the ironworks was transformed into a museum, much like the Big Pit, and the government historic environment service Cadw has been directing it since 2008.
Within the town of Blaenavon, there is a multitude of places of worship but the main church, St. Peter’s was built by the ironmasters in 1 year. Despite this, the town’s people went to the chapels instead which were known as “nonconformists” (Visitblaenavon.co.uk, 2018). St Peter’s church bears many features of the iron industry which can be seen in the “cast iron font, pillars, supporting the balcony, door sills and even on the tombs in the graveyard” (Visitblaenavon.co.uk, 2018). 
	One of the most famous parts of Blaenavon is the old viaduct. The landscape of Blaenavon has dramatically changed since the industrial revolution first started because the town used to be in a valley. For tradesmen to travel easily across the valley, a viaduct was erected but the waste from the ironworks and the mines were dumped there. Soon enough, the valley was filled and started to cover the viaduct. Now we drive on the old waste as it made the old valley flat. Recently, the program Time Team excavated the valley and 12 feet below the surface the viaduct was uncovered. It was deemed too dangerous to enter but the camera was lowered and shows a peek (Classic.mapme.com, 2018). 
	“One of the most impressive buildings” in Blaenavon is the Workman’s Hall. The hall was funded by the miners themselves as a weekly subscription from their wages. The Victorian architecture is a stark contrast to the rest of the buildings in Blaenavon and it held a multitude of recreational facilities like a billiard room, committee rooms, magazine room, newspaper room etc. The hall now hosts a variety of events, group/society meetings and a cinema room which the town’s people use constantly (forgottenlandscapes.org.uk, 2018).
The Big Pit is a national landmark and one of the main tourist attractions in South Wales and in Blaenavon. What most people don’t know is that the Big Pit “stands on the site of an earlier mine, the “Kearsley Pit”, the Big Pit came into existence when the mine reaches 89 metres. The mine widened and incorporated other parts of the “Mine Slope” and the “Forge Level” which is another way out of the mine if the elevator breaks. Many mines were dug by hand and used animals to horde the coal and iron ore out of the mine. The miners used canaries to test the air for carbon monoxide gas to prevent the mine from igniting and killing hundreds of miners. If the canaries sang, the air was clear, if the Canaries were quiet and distressed, the miners would high-tail it out of there without creating a spark. Pit ponies were used to haul the trams through the coal mine and transport it out, however, the pit ponies were only allowed outside the mine once a year and their eyes were covered as they would’ve gone blind due to the sudden light (S. Berwick, 2018). When the miners’ shifts finished, they would go home covered in filth from the mines. This had a great impact on the lives of the miners and their families as before, the miners would return home dirty, damp and smelly which may have had health impacts. When the pithead baths were introduced, the miners could wash and get changed into fresh clothes before making the route home, because of this the miners would have two lockers called, “clean and dirty lockers”. The miners would take off their ordinary clothes and put them into the clean locker, then take a towel and bar of soap to the dirty locker for when they would finish their shift to have a shower. During the second world war, the miners would have an extra ration of soap as the coal they were mining would power steam engines, fireplaces, furnaces etc. The pithead baths at the Big Pit are now transformed into an exhibition to teach the population on the miners’ stories (Bbc.co.uk, 2018).
	When the miners went on strike in the early 1900’s, the UK government acted very aggressively toward them by flooding the coalfield with the military and open fired on the strikers. This happened again in South Wales as the miners were furious that the government were first lowering their wages and then starting to get rid of their jobs as it was cheaper for the UK to import coal rather than use their own resources (Sites.google.com, 2018). In 1966, the Big Pit was the only deep mine left in the area and by 1980, the mine was closed with the workforce being reduced to only 250. In April 1983, the Big Pit was opened as a visitor centre and part of the World Heritage features across the world due to the start of the industrial revolution (S. Berwick, 2018).
	In conclusion, Blaenavon was the start of the industrial revolution in South Wales started by the wealthy businessmen who saw a business opportunity and decided to invest in the area. This started the timeline which evolved into a successful industry and unfortunately hit a downfall mid-1900’s and caused a large rate of unemployment, a destroyed community and very unhappy miners. 
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