A typical experimental report structure would usually include, where relevant, the following sections:

	Title Page  - As detailed above

	Abstract - This should be three or four sentences, summarising what you did, how you did it, what the results (and uncertainties) were and what your conclusions were. In practice, you will write this last, so leave about half a page at the beginning of your write-up in which to put an abstract later.

	Contents

	Apparatus - List the apparatus with a diagram where necessary. Describe in particular anything different or additional to that in the script.

	Introduction/Method/Procedure - Explain very briefly what the experiment is about. Record what you did - particularly if it differs from the script. Include problems and disasters.

	Measurements and Graphs of Raw measurements - Record all raw measurements (good, bad or indifferent) as and when you obtained them.  If the raw data or calculations are voluminous, they could be summarised here and included in their entirety in an appendix. It is often worthwhile to plot a graph of your measurements as you go. This can save time since it indicates quickly if you need to repeat readings or if you need more.

	Calculations and error estimates - Describe the calculations or other processing of your results. Explain what equations you used and include a sample calculation, even if you use a spreadsheet programme to carry out the calculations. Discuss the sources of error in your measurements and use these to estimate the uncertainties (or experimental error) on your final results. Include any graphs used in your analysis.

	Results and Discussion - Discuss the interpretation of your results. The questions in the experimental script usually lead you through what is required, so you should record your responses to these questions as you come to them. Clearly state your results with estimated errors and units. This is where you should compare your results with accepted values from reference books or other sources.

	Conclusion and bibliography - Write a conclusion drawing the results together, discussing their physical implications, the validity of the theory and the methods, and scope for improvement of the experiment.  Remember to list the books, articles or web pages that you used for reference in a bibliography at the end.

	Appendix - Most reports will not require appendix as tables of data, calculations and graphs of results should normally be included in the main body of the report to create a coherent whole. Only relegate large volumes of data to the appendix if absolutely necessary. 
Don’t forget to go back and write the abstract.
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