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	Targedau / Targets
	Sut rydych wedi gweithio ar hwn /
How you have worked on this
	Ceir enghraifft ar /
An example can be found on

	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
Revise Harvard referencing

	· Using the Athrofa handbook. 
	One example can be found on page 4. 


	Targed/Target 2
Read more widely - academic peer-reviewed

	· Reading more academic work. 
· More research to have a good understanding. 
	One example can be found on page 3.

	Targed/Target 3
Develop your criticality skills by engaging more deeply with conflicting perspectives and theoretical aspects.

	Researching the strengths and weakness that may arise in the intervention. 
	An example can be found on page 7. 



Choose an intervention that supports the learning and development of a pupil. Reflect critically on its potential for ensuring pupil progress and the possible challenges that may arise.

The purpose of this assignment is to critically evaluate the child’s language and literacy development intervention of my choosing which is an intervention that is done online which is called ‘Nessy.’ 
An intervention is intended to assist the development and growth of a pupil and should be adapted to the pupil's unique requirements and areas of strength. (WN Bender, C Shores, 2007).

I will adhere to the BERA guidelines and will refer to the pupil as Child A and the school as School X for confidentiality reasons (British Educational Research Association, 2018).
Child A is a year three pupil who is in a small school in South Wales, he has been diagnosed with dyslexia and the COVID-19 pandemic has had a direct effect on his language and literacy development. A particular type of learning disability called dyslexia is believed to be present from birth and to have long-term consequences. Dyslexic learners are likely to experience substantial challenges since dyslexia typically impairs the development of literacy and language-related abilities (Supporting young learners with dyslexia: A guide for teachers 2 3, n.d.). 

Child A finds classwork challenging, but he likes being in school with his friends and participating in sports. 
Child A’s dyslexia has presented many difficulties, he avoids reading and writing, which has significantly impacted his language and literacy in the classroom. Child A began to connect with the Nessy Software as part of the school intervention program as he likes the games and interactive learning. Since implementing this intervention, child A’s teachers have noticed improvements in his learning as he is beginning to read more fluently and is becoming more certain when completing written tasks however when writing on paper, he struggles with controlling the pencil, resulting in poor spelling.
I believe that giving child A simple instructions to complete an activity is the most effective strategy. Additionally, breaking up challenging tasks into manageable steps.

Nessy is my chosen intervention since child A likes to engage in this sort of activity. Nessy is an educational programme developed to aid pupils in improving their literacy skills, specifically those who struggle with dyslexia. It makes use of a multisensory learning strategy that involves games, exercises, and activities to improve spelling, writing, and reading comprehension (Moats & Farrell, 2005; Brooks et al, 2008).
Although any child can use it, Nessy was created by working with the Bristol Dyslexia Centre to support people with dyslexia. Nessy strives to support self-directed learning in children by teaching them to read and spell. Whether a child is dyslexic or not, it has been reported in several good evaluations on its website (www.nessy.com) to have advanced literacy among numerous children (www.nessy.com, n.d.). 


[bookmark: _Int_NlpsahZg][bookmark: _Int_UR107ZvO] I’ve chosen to do this intervention as literacy and language is more common due to COVID-19. The COVID-19 pandemic has presented complications to the language and literacy development of children, reinforcing the importance of specific interventions and support (EEF,2022). As a result, I’ve chosen to do this intervention by observing how Nessy is implemented as an intervention on placement, I saw that he was spelling words on his own, which demonstrated that Child A is developing his literacy skills slowly. 
[bookmark: _Int_vAGeUUOQ]Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the interruption of teaching in 2020, teachers were forced to incorporate online learning in a short period of time as the country went into lockdown quickly. The Pandemic effects on education made the one-to-one device program unavoidable, but it continued when in-person teaching started again at the end of 2020. Consequently, it is now more important for schools to incorporate technology effectively. The way and amount to which one learning process depends on the teachers’ opinions and perspectives on technology incorporation (Hamilton, 2017).




Main Body. 

Language and literacy are vital for development and educational achievement. In a digital connected information world, literacy involves more than just reading and writing, it also includes identification, understanding, intervention and communication. (Literacy across learning Principles and practice, n.d.)
Vygotsky argues that literacy is a social and cultural activity which is more than just the ability to read and write. According to literature, literacy is the ability to understand and use language in appropriate circumstances within a certain setting (Goodman YM, Goodman KS.).
Vygotsky and Bruner both highlighted the value of social interaction, cultural background as well as language and literacy scaffolding. Both theorists saw language as a tool for cognitive development and emphasized the importance of a rich, relevant context for learning to promote literacy abilities (THOMAS, 2018).
[bookmark: _Int_mNzwdRCr][bookmark: _Int_ARW7vZ89]Each child learns differently, they all develop at various stages. By promoting an intervention based on language and literacy, teachers enable children to effectively explore, communicate, and express themselves. If a child has the right support throughout their education, they will all advance at their own pace. (Department for Education, 2021). I observed that teachers at School X need to promote a supportive and encouraging environment, offer individualised education, as well as acknowledge every pupil's distinctive skills to successfully teach pupils with dyslexia. Teachers can assist pupils with dyslexia in successfully adjusting to the school setting by having an in-depth understanding of their particular challenges (Hodge, P.L. (2000). 
[bookmark: _Int_3cNXk8l0][bookmark: _Int_KxW9y0YY]Child A has more difficulty in class with his reading and speaking since he has been diagnosed with dyslexia. I saw that child A was making good progress when he received one-on-one learning help. Although when he wasn't, Child A became less confident and distracted, which prevented him from doing any work within class.
According to the literature, pupils with dyslexia have different difficulties therefore, teachers should concentrate on creating an inclusive and encouraging learning atmosphere. Literature defines Inclusion as “a sense of belonging: feeling respected, valued for who you are, feeling a level of supportive energy and commitment from others so that you can do your best work” (Miller & Katz 2002). 
[bookmark: _Int_6iwmifoT]When deciding how to meet the learning requirements of dyslexic student, Crombie (2002) sets out a few fundamental principles to keep in consideration. The author raises the argument that teachers are frequently reluctant to diagnose dyslexia in children. She believes that in order for pupils to achieve success despite having a slow start in their education, effective interventions for struggling readers are essential (Crombie, 2002).
According to Crombie (2002), each child has the right to access any resources that would fulfil their requirements. According to her study, class teachers are in a crucial position and therefore they require to have access to a variety of interventions including ICT assistance  and the program Nessy that School X uses for Child A (Crombie, 2002). 

[bookmark: _Int_xerb9m3Z]The teacher or teacher assistants can implement different techniques to support child A to ensure there is awareness of child A’s unique challenges and how they may impact his performance in the classroom. Teachers working with dyslexic children must be adaptable in their approach and try to discover a strategy that works for each individual for them to progress in their learning (Hodge, P.L. (2000). 

[bookmark: _Int_Z5GxqDU1][bookmark: _Int_R2GFJ38k]In order to meet the specific needs of dyslexic children, it is stated that Vygotsky’s theory promotes individual support, collaborative learning and different tools. Vygotsky suggests that schools can provide inclusive environment that supports cognitive growth and gives dyslexic children the support they need to thrive in their education (Mcleod, 2024). 
According to the literature, engaging with peers who work well with each other and share different methods can be more beneficial for children with dyslexia. It allows all pupils to have a good understanding and feel involved in their education (Mcleod, 2024).
Bruner agrees with Vygotsky as both theorists highlight the crucial part that language plays in cognitive development (Anon, 2024).
This theory links to child A as he has one-to-one support, but also uses different learning tools in his education helping him progress in his language and literacy to move up levels. All Child A’s teachers adapt all the teaching strategies that work best for them. 
[bookmark: _Int_e0ePXtcQ]After receiving a dyslexia diagnosis, Child A has experienced difficulties with spelling and reading. Although, since employing Nessy’s intervention and taking into account Vygotsky’s theory, he has become stronger in this area of learning and has gained confidence.
 
Skinner argued that the concept of operant conditioning, which influences behaviour through rewards or punishments, might explain the acquisition of language (Ebrary, n.d). 
As suggested in Skinner’s book “Verbal Behaviour” that observable behaviours like imitation, reinforcement and conditioning might be used to explain language (Skinner, B. F. (1957).
[bookmark: _Int_ZSVKZuzD]Skinner explains how environmental influences have a significant role in affecting language development. He implies that the same rules that apply to other behaviours also apply to the acquisition of languages (Social Sci LibreTexts, 2019).
Skinner's structured reinforcement strategies for teaching and language skills were the main concentration of his approach to reading and language in learning. He promoted limiting the use of punishment and enhancing the use of positive reinforcement, such as praise or prises, to promote desired language behaviours (Nickerson, 2022).
Nevertheless, Skinner’s theory illustrates that various hypotheses have come across criticism, especially for oversimplifying the complexities of language acquisition and minimising the significance of underlying cognitive processes. 
[bookmark: _Int_TLumH9jd]In the final analysis, Skinner’s approach has relevance to real life, but further studies are needed to adequately address the conceptual weaknesses of his evaluation. In contrast to Skinner's behavioural approach, Chomsky emphasises the natural biological foundation of development of the language (Meindl, J. N., Miller, N. D., & Ivy, J. W. (2018).

According to Chomsky’s theory, children pick up language structures on their own without explicit teaching when they are exposed to language in their surroundings. 
Although Chomsky emphasises the intrinsic features of language acquisition, he also highlighted the importance of outside factors that influence language development. His views have an impact on language and literacy learning (Main, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_d4FI0WF8]Despite Chomsky's argument that language has intrinsic qualities, child A found it difficult to identify and apply them. As I have previously mentioned child A is also affected by his inability to control a pencil correctly due to his lack of physical development. Child A requires specific writing tools that are appropriate for him in order to improve his handwriting Due to his difficulties with fine motor.


Progression is the main aim of assessment and is shown in the statements of what matters and the descriptors of learning for each of these statements (Welsh Government, 2021). 
Considering every person learns at various rates, pupils will advance in their learning at their own pace. The progression steps offer an adjustable structure for promoting the development of individual learners (Education Wales, 2018).
[bookmark: _Int_lcYlBU65][bookmark: _Int_oy7XO4bA][bookmark: _Int_A6Jp6VY5]In Donaldson’s’ report he recommends employing “progression steps” to maintain the position of inflexible key statues. Child A is currently at progression step two of the curriculum as he can learn through play with letters, numbers and words. Books suitable for his age can be read by himself. Child A must, however, be able to participate in discussions when listening, reading or using language in a variety of situations to be able to go on to progression step three (hwb.gov.wales, n.d.). To explore this further educators must discuss learning so child A can gain a better understanding and promote analysis and critical thinking. 
[bookmark: _Int_YRagdfRa]Generally, progression steps relate to age expectations of five, eight, eleven, fourteen and sixteen (Evans, 2015). It is stated in Donaldson's document that progression steps are used to provide valuable points of interest for teachers, guardians and pupils providing a customised plan of action for tailored instruction (Donaldson, 2015).
[bookmark: _Int_ZWsyHPHF]Professor Graham Donaldson produced a study named “Successful Futures” in 2015. It promotes a holistic approach to pupil development, focusing balanced importance on school achievement and personal development, skill acquisition and well-being (Donaldson, 2015).
[bookmark: _Int_RDbr8g2Q]The suggestions that were made by Donaldson have had a positive effect on the curriculum's ongoing modification in Wales with a focus on creativity, critical thinking and adaptability (Donaldson, 2015). 
Overall, Graham Donaldson’s study emphasises the significance of seeing development as a dynamic process and directs teachers in the right direction of more adaptable teaching and learning strategies (Evans, 2015).


The improvements individuals achieve as they develop language and literacy abilities, such as reading, writing, speaking, and listening, is referred to as progress in literacy and language development. It involves the growth of fundamental talents as well as more complex understanding and communication skills (hwb.gov.wales, n.d.).
“Language is the essence of thinking and is integral, not just to effective communication, but to learning, reflection and creativity.” (EAS, n.d.)
[bookmark: _Int_FTcVaQm9]According to Skinner's behaviourist theory of language development, language is learned through operant conditioning. Children pick up language by imitation and are rewarded for right answers, according to Skinner (Skinner, B.F.). The study of operant conditioning enables us to comprehend how rewards and punishments help us learn new actions. It is an effective factor that influences how we behave in everyday circumstances and situations that are experimental (Cherry, 2023). According to research through focused help, pupils will advance at their own pace to achieve their full academic potential. Progression implies that all students are making progress in their learning. Utilising progression, teachers will assess their pupils' present learning level and set new goals to satisfy all of their requirements (hwb.gov.wales, n.d.). 

 
Child A finds this intervention entertaining and engages with it effectively, which creates the impression he likes doing it. Child A was able to clarify for me that he liked engaging in this exercise one morning a week as he states, "it is like playing a game." According to published literature, boys today are more likely to allocate time for online entertainment than read books, which has impacted their engagement for reading. (Jama and Dugdale 2012). 
[bookmark: _Int_oOdiVWP8]Research has stated that, children have a memorable time using Nessy because they can receive prises, access new levels, and overcome challenges.  Children love learning as a result of Nessy's unique combination of positive reinforcement, personalisation, and interaction. (www.nessy.com, n.d.)

[bookmark: _Int_jYTnirS8]The intervention Nessy is customised so can adjust to each child's unique requirements and help them develop at their own pace. In order to effectively help pupils who, struggle with reading and spelling, teachers need to regularly assess the progress reports of their students on Nessy. Following that, teachers can practice it with them in class. (www.nessy.com, n.d.)

[bookmark: _Int_2oM55rCL]When pupils start using the Nessy intervention, it evaluates their current level of ability. In total there are one hundred lessons within the Nessy program. An assessment is done during the first class to assess child A's abilities and track development. In each lesson when Nessy is implemented, a unique term associated with child A identifies when an area of teaching has been learnt.  The intervention allows teachers to create a report on their pupil’s capabilities as it highlights areas of development, and they are able to analyse their students' achievements (www.nessy.com, 2021).
To track the growth of children, Nessy is completed once a week in school x with a teacher assistant who is trained in this intervention. 

The literature has shown, that by using one-to-one devices, in schools and use a wide range of educational resources to more effectively individualise and differentiate educators. (Bippert & Harmon, 2017; Harper & Milman, 2016; McKnight et al., 2016). Teachers may support students with various learning requirements and adjust lessons with the help of Nessy. The adapted approach and engaging tasks enhance reading abilities and boost overall academic results (www.structural-learning.com, n.d.).


[bookmark: _Int_QdapXAmO][bookmark: _Int_9yHrpyaX][bookmark: _Int_9UjY5mOL]In my opinion, Nessy is the most beneficial for child A, because it employs a multisensory approach that utilises the auditory, visual and kinaesthetic aspects to activate different styles of learning and improve child A’s understanding of language concepts (Vincent, K., 2020.).
[bookmark: _Int_e8SSFuuT]I selected this intervention because it is an effective tool in the classroom and provides assistance for child A's particular educational requirements.  
Nessy offers pupils interesting and entertaining interactive games, films, and activities that make learning exciting and motivational (www.structural-learning.com, n.d.).

Due to this intervention Child A has had excellent educational opportunities which demonstrates the advantages of utilising Nessy. Child A’s educators have observed him having difficulties with language and literacy but are now, more confident in his ability to learn. All children’s academic needs are being met, and educators can modify the programme since it is adaptable (Dyslexia Daily, n.d.).


Nessy is a software with multiple benefits, since children value it, and it makes learning more fun by using interactive games, videos and activities that keep pupils interested and motivated. Nessy offers individualised training and progress monitoring that may be customised to fit each pupil's needs. Nessy intervention is more successful since many of its components are based on dyslexic evidence-based methods (Modulo, n.d.).
Child A benefits from this intervention since it is game based, and he enjoys doing it online. When Child A receives one-to-one support instead of whole class teaching, he finds that this intervention enables him to learn more successfully since he can complete the task in his own time, has more guidance and support and is on his own. 
This intervention enables Child A to successfully independently learn, complete tasks at his own pace and receive more guidance, due to the one-to one support which has been more beneficial than being taught with the whole class.

Unfortunately, Nessy presents several difficulties such as, it is quite expensive, which limits accessibility for certain pupils who may benefit from it. In addition, it can also be costly for schools that do not have the funding for it. It might take a lot of time and resources to train educators to utilise Nessy effectively (Modulo, n.d.). 
While Nessy can assist with some dyslexia-related skills, it may be difficult to apply these resources to reading and writing tasks outside the classroom. This will affect Child A as he struggles with writing on paper and holding a pencil. Overall, this intervention shows potential for helping dyslexic children, however overcoming these obstacles is essential to enhancing its success. 

As I have previously indicated Nessy is an online learning environment created to support pupils who struggle with their learning. Teacher assistants (TA) in school X does this intervention to guide and support pupils. Although, teacher assistants are essential in helping pupils but if they do not implement Nessy correctly or use resources appropriately it can affect how successful the intervention is. (EEF, n.d.). All teacher assistants in school x received specialised training to enable them to fulfil the specific needs of the pupils.

There are many benefits of teacher assistants doing interventions in school. Teacher assistants can significantly improve student outcomes by providing organised interventions and receiving the appropriate training. This is comparable to around four extra months of progressions over the year (Sharples, Webster and Blatchford, 2015).
Teacher assistants can guide and support learners who are struggling to catch up by addressing their learning requirements and offering small group or one-to-one intervention. This is beneficial to Child A given that it supports him, enabling him to catch up and prevent him from learning on his own. 
Spending money towards teacher assistants’ professional development so that TAs can provide established intervention is potentially a cost-effective method to raise pupil achievement. (EEF, n.d.).


Nevertheless, using teaching assistants for school interventions has limitations. According to research, pupils who attend lessons with teacher assistants do not always do better than those who do not. Ensuring that TAs do not detract from valuable interactions between students and their classroom teacher is crucial. The success of TAs is dependent on receiving effective training and support. Without an appropriate direction, their influence could be restricted (Hodge, 2015).
Teacher assistants tend to be less interested in supporting students to strengthen their learning and more focused on getting tasks done, according to the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) research. Studies have indicated that students who had more TA help did not advance as much as those pupils who had little or no TA support. (EEF, n.d.). 
Overall, teaching assistants have the potential to positively impact learning outcomes; nevertheless, their effective deployment, training and integration into the classroom environment are essential (Hodge, 2015). 

[bookmark: _Int_iONh2iAq]The teaching assistants at School X significantly influence students’ learning, fostering an engaging and understanding environments for all students. Child A has benefited from this intervention because it offers individualised support and guidance adapted to his unique requirements and learning preferences. I have observed that School X has benefitted Child A by controlling distractions and promoting a positive learning setting. However, when the teacher assistant is helping child A it means that the rest of the class are missing out on extra support. The software will continue to be used, according to teacher assistants at School X, who have observed multiple pupils make progress and have greater confidence in their education. 

Wales Foundation Phase curriculum aims to improve and strengthen young children’s reading and language abilities by the means of the use of effective teaching practices (Welsh Government, 2015).
[bookmark: _Int_4lmRWGnx][bookmark: _Int_UAU98XJZ]To help teachers understand the developmental stages of their pupil's current learning, the foundation phase is utilized as a baseline evaluation. In primary schools, this is done to enable early detection of potential speech, and literacy and language delays. This can make it possible to give children who require it the right level of assistance (Welsh Government 2017). Similar to child A, he was identified as having dyslexia at a young age, allowing him to receive the appropriate help he needed to advance in his education. This is confirmed by Tickell (2011), who argued that the best way to assist underprivileged children is to identify low literacy development in children ‘s early years of learning and to provide the best support and appropriate help to develop (Tickell, C. (2011).


To conclude, child A has benefitted from this intervention as his language, literacy and development has enhanced according to his teachers. His confidence has grown in his reading and writing abilities. This form of intervention entails tailored support and curriculum designed to fit every pupil’s distinctive requirement. Implementing it throughout every aspect of school could reduce its effectiveness since it could fail to appropriately address every pupil’s particular educational challenges. 

As each child learns differently, they should have access to a variety of learning resources and settings, during their education. Teacher assistants are essential because evidence indicates that providing individual support for pupils who have difficulty learning in class promotes and increases student engagement and interest in the lessons (Sabri, M.I.M., Blanchfield, P. and Hopkins, G., 2013.).
 Schools typically design settings that are rich in literacy. Utilization of language by pupils in school which employ a holistic carefully planned subject approach in addition to make them ready for a Welsh Curriculum. 

[bookmark: _Int_wgWhal7O][bookmark: _Int_hi0GRI4T]Since I observed that many pupils in school X use and enjoy this intervention, I would advocate for it. With this intervention, the majority of pupils saw good results, and teachers have observed growth in their learning. 

[bookmark: _Int_CJSXJPjQ]Nessy enables pupils who are falling in their education an effective approach through the use of innovative thinking, technology, and understanding. Implementing Nessy in the classroom enables educators to support pupils overcome any obstacles and realise their full potential. Nessy is an all-inclusive intervention as it helps children of all ages, not just those with dyslexia, become more educated in their literacy (www.structural-learning.com, n.d.).
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