Dissertation Proposal, Carrianne Ralph: 2020
The language of Dance, ethnographic investigations into the role of dance as a language and form of social interaction.
Using Ethnochoreology, and ethnomusicology; 
The working hypothesis for this research is that the physicality of the experience of dance creates ‘communitas’ (Turner, 2012), and this is used in all areas of life, including development and tourism (For example, the India and Pakistan Attari border ceremonies).
It is envisaged that the research will take place in three locations; Kayonza, Rwanda, Lampeter, Wales, and Gozo, Malta. 
Research is planned to take place through non participant/ observant participant  and participant observation, over a period of three weeks in each, Rwanda, Gozo/ Malta and Wales.
[bookmark: _GoBack] In Rwanda, I will be at a girls orphanage as part of my undergraduate degree programme to understand grassroot development programs. During my time there, I will be dancing on a weekly basis with the women and girls at the orphanage, and will use this time to discuss the importance of dance through interviews and focus groups. Paying particular attention to the music/sound used and personal accounts of dance. I will be in Gozo in July 2019 as part of a three week summer school placement, and whilst there, I will be conducting ethnographic fieldwork from which I will present a piece of writing regarding a personally chosen subject, this subject will be dance and it’s a/effects in Gozo’s culture and tourism. I aim to gain ethnographic fieldwork from these experiences through meeting people, and conducting ethnographic interviews and focus groups at local dance academies, and dance groups in Gozo. Although the summer school is located in Gozo, I aim to further any research to Malta if possible/ applicable. I am part of a dance group in Lampeter, Wales, and thus will be able to conduct observant participation with this group as well as focus groups and ethnographic interviews. Furthermore, I will be investigating the role (if there is one) of dance in development and tourism, and how this personal and communal experience is capitalised upon, furthermore, what the social impacts of this are.
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