
In 200 words write the storytellers story
One day as the sun shone brightly in the sky, Persephone, beautiful daughter to Zeus and the spring goddess Demeter was stolen away by Hades. Terrified of her fate she wailed for help but no one but her mother could seem to sense her distress.
Demeter raved to find her daughter but when she arrived there was no sign of her and no one could offer her any information. For nine whole days she searched for Persephone before finally she was approached by Hecate who offered her assistance. Together they sought out Helios who sees both gods and mortals through his rays of light. With a heavy heart he told her that with permission from his brother Zeus, Hades had taken the younger goddess to become his bride.
With these words grief consumed Demeter and so she vowed that until she was reunited with her daughter she would not let the fruit of men grow, nor would she return to Olympus. 
Hearing of the famine spreading across the land, Zeus relented and sent forth Hermes in hopes of Hades’ releasing his bride. 
Hades agreed to let Persephone return but she would not leave before ingesting pomegranate seeds, thus tying her to the Underworld and to him for a third of the year.
Upon seeing her daughter Demeter relented in her anger and allowed for the fruit of men to bear again.

In 300 words explain, using appropriate evidence, whether the story supports or subverts Athenian mores.
Within this essay I will be identifying how and why this story, based off of the Homeric Hymn ‘To Demeter’[footnoteRef:1], either supports Athenian mores or subverts them. In doing this I will be using outside sources to provide an insight as to what some Athenian mores were and explain their parallels or difference to the story.  [1:  H.Hom] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe that the story is in support of Athenian mores as it demonstrates parallels to Athenian customs and when they are adhered to there are positive outcomes. 
An example of a parallel is that the story tells of how Persephone was married off to Hades by Zeus without her consent; during classical Athens marriages were arranged by the father or male guardian of a girl and she had to abide their decision[footnoteRef:2]. Although reluctant at first Persephone does in fact obey her father’s wishes to be bride to Hades and as such she is rewarded by being able to see her mother again. [2:  Pomeroy, 1995, pp.63-64] 

Moreover, Demeter’s wish to be reunited with her daughter comes to fruition as she demonstrates her love and her devotion for her daughter; this would be a supporting factor as Athenians had very strong beliefs in regards to the importance of the Oikos[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Roy, 1999, p.2] 

The story itself seems to be about the importance of compromise and the importance of treating a wife as a partner. For example although Zeus and Demeter had different thoughts as to the fate of their daughter they found a way to fit the situation to suit everyone. This idea of a partnership was also an aspect of the Oikos as women were often their husbands’ most trusted confidants[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Lys.1.6] 




	Name
	Abbreviation
	Work

	Homer
	H.Hom
	Homeric Hymns: To Demeter

	Lysias
	Lys.
	On the Murder of Eratosthenes
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