WIAV Italian vocal coaching
Week 2 – 1 Oct

Cosa facciamo oggi?
- recap on vowels
- learn the basics of Italian conversation in (and outside!) the classroom
- learn how to introduce ourselves and greet others in different situations
- learn how to read and write words with Cs and Gs

Tip: use the expressions we learn, even the easiest ones, on a regular basis. This will help you setting your mouth into ‘Italian mode’, with me being also able to listen to your pronunciation and correct it if needed. It also means that we can effectively TALK IN ITALIAN for quite a while. 

Greetings (SALUTI)
Like English, Italian changes a lot based on REGISTER, i.e. the situation and level of formality implied. You talk formally to: older people, teachers and professors, professionals, in general any adult you do not know. You talk informally to: your friends, family, students and in general other young people. Whereas English makes use of different expressions and courtesy formulas, Italian also uses different verbs and pronouns, so:

	
	ITALIAN
	ENGLISH

	FORMAL
	Lei (capital L)
	you

	INFORMAL
	tu
	you


 
Watch out: ‘Lei’ needs to always be spelled with a capital ‘L’, otherwise it will be identical to ‘lei’ meaning she (all verbs are the same as well, so you need to highlight the difference at least in writing):

	Per caso Lei è una studentessa?
	Are you possibly a student?

	Per caso lei è una studentessa?
	Is she possibly a student?



You select the right way to greet a person based on how formal the situation is AND which part of the day you are in. Is it mattina, primo pomeriggio, tardo pomeriggio o sera? 
Let’s do a little esercizio:
[image: ]

And now on to names!
In Italian, we do not say ‘I am called’ or ‘My name is’, but we literally ‘I call myself’: that ‘myself is called a reflexive pronoun and changes depending on who is speaking. See below a table showing you the different ways in which Italian and other languages express this:

	English
	Italian
	French
	German

	My name is
	Io mi chiamo
	Je m’appelle
	Ich heiβe

	Your name is
	Tu ti chiami
	Tu t’appelles
	Du heiβt

	Your name is
	Lei si chiama
(nb lei si chiama = her name is)
	Vous vous appelez
	Sie heiβen 



Cs and Gs
Here are some words that can help you deal with reading and writing the sounds /k/, /g/, /tʃ/ and /dʒ/ (more IPA symbols to learn as well!).
Let’s first listen to them, try to write them down as you hear them:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
And now that’s check…
Words with a /k/ sound:

Words with a /g/ sound:

Words with a /tʃ/ sound:

Words with a /dʒ/ sound:

How do you think this works?

And finally, let’s practice with a little game…
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