Through the use of 1-3 images, critically reflect upon how social media can influence current representations of family within society.
Student Number:1806353
According to Saunders (2019) in the past a typical family was seen as a Mum, Dad and 2.5 children. This was classed as ‘normal’, and anything outside of this circle was not classed as a family. This would have included gay parents, divorced parents, foster or adopted children, single mothers or fathers, broken families were not seen as a family, and was frowned upon and brought shame and embarrassment to the family, even the relatives of the immediate family (Saunders, 2019).
Gov.uk, (2022) explained that when a child was born into a family including a Mum, Dad and brothers or sisters they were seen to be more able to succeed in life, emotionally, professionally and financially. Parents were made to believe that divorcing or separating could damage the child or children’s mental health, developmental growth, and put shame onto the family including the children which then could lead to bullying and exclusion of friends in school. Back in the past there were no financial help for single parents, or divorced single parents, therefore this decision was made harder and sometimes taken out of their control to leave their spouse even in the case of abuse or neglect. Even the grandparents would encourage the parents to stay together in order to prevent shame, disgust and embarrassment brought to the families (Gov.UK, 2022).
R and M Loving (Gov.UK, 2022) stated that during the 60’s different race couples or married race couples were frowned upon because of segregation or an international marriage. Interracial marriage involved people in a relationship with different races or racialized ethnicities. It was known that people rated international marriage with a higher potential of ending in divorces compared to same race couples. Interracial marriages only came into law in 1967. R and M Loving brought the law into force fighting for equality to legalise it. In the 1950’s different race marriages only had a 5% survival estimate of not ending in divorce, however by 2000, the rating shot up to 80%. It was stated that different race marriage were disapproved of and not accepted by society (Gov.UK, 2022).
According to Virginia Bottomely (2019) the Health Minister, stepchildren or stepparents were not categorised as a real family in society, but more so a broken family. Society in the past did not hold high respect for single parents in new relationships as they believed the children would have more problems in society such as school. They were facing problems at home, as they believed the children came from a broken home due to their parents’ decisions. However, in this situation a child could be missing a parent due to loss, or never knowing the other parents, with no fault of their own and this should not affect or influence how the child is treated within society (Bottomely, 2019). Bottomely further expresses that children presently are not possessions and have rights of their own.
Furthermore, in the 21st century, laws and society have changed drastically, to improve the lives of people. Women work these days rather than stay home with the children, as opposed to the past where the father went to work and rarely interacted with the children. Women have rights to benefits for their children while working or not working and can receive maternity pay making it easier to afford living costs to raise their children. This can empower parents to leave an abusive relationship without feeling entrapment, financially or mentally (Census, 2021).
New law has been enforced by R and M Loving in 1967 enabling equality regarding international marriage, making this acceptable in society where people could form a relationship with a person with a different race to themselves, and not being judged by society. Same sex couples are accepted which encourages them to be themselves rather than living up to other people’s expectations (Biography.com Editors, 2022).
The first image represents how families are presented in the 21st century, and it is not the typical 2.5 children, but gay parents adopting children with different race and welcoming them to be a part of the family.



(Cruz, 2015).
In the 1960’s until the mid-1980’s the gay liberation movement came into force to encourage lesbians and gay men to fight for their rights and to prevent embarrassment for their sexuality. The “StoneWall” happened in 1969 where a riot happened where gay people fought community services in a weeklong riot. (Lemmey, 2020). Through establishing and enforcing people to be comfortable with their sexuality, society designed a social interaction called “Gay Pride”. The “Gay Pride” encouraged gay people to celebrate their sexuality and gay culture, rather than feeling ashamed through societies opinions. The celebration would take place with a festival once a year. This was a start of equality and diversity within the LGBT (Lesbians, Gays, Bi-sexual, and Transexuals) community (Lemmey, 2020).  This was an ongoing battle for decades within the LGBT community, gay marriages were against the law until 2014. Gov. UK (2014) brought an act in England and Wales which made gay marriages legal in 2014, this allowed same sex relationships to marry in churches, and enabling married people to change their legal gender without having to divorce (Gov.Uk, 2014). Society coming together can make a difference in enabling people to be free with who they are and can empower people to make a difference such as changing the law in 2014. In the past same sex parents were not classed as a family, however since the new law was established society now accepts them as a family (Gov.Uk, 2014).
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Lee, (2021).
Social media can be addictive for both parents and children. Parents can be as guilty as children in focusing their time on social media. This can be described as learned behaviour, children will learn by what they see not what they are told. A and R.H.Lurie (2020) suggested that social media can be time consuming which means less time with family and friends. They continue to suggest that through ignoring their children, they can develop an anti-social behaviour and become withdrawn with themselves (Ann and Robert.H.Lurie, 2020).
Social media has its benefits including staying connected with friends, educational needs, D.I.Y tutorials, or reporting missing people or animals. However, social media can also have negative affect such as online bullying, being ‘hacked’, exploitation to paedophiles, and neglect from parent to child (NSPCC, 2022).
Social media has had an effect on society and mental capacity regarding what is acceptable. Some parents crave social media attention and will post anything on social media, more so their children. The parents then crave for “likes” to boost their self-esteem, after spending hours on the “perfect picture” rather than spending memorable time with their children. This then will teach the children how to behave in the same way as their parents, rather than learning how to interact with adults. Furthermore, the children can be left to feel neglected and can develop anxiety or crave approval and become needy with other people (NSPCC, 2022).
Parents are often naturally proud of their children and feel the need to share their progressions or growth. However, parents who share pictures of their children’s first day at school can make them an easy target for paedophiles, as the parents have shared the child’s school, location, age and sometimes even whether they are a single parent or in a relationship. This then can allow the paedophile to find their location, making it easier to kidnap the child if they know the Mother is on her own. The information also allows them to know where they are and when they will be at home or not, knowing what school times are (NSPCC, 2022).
When teenagers make their location public through sharing it, it can make it easier for paedophiles to locate their homes, schools or social gatherings. NSPCC (2022) stated that the most common risks for children online are:
 “oversharing, sharing their location, talking to people they do not know, sending or receiving inappropriate content, unrealistic sense of body image or reality and obsessive focus on likes and comments” (NSPCC, 2022). 
Through sharing their location, they can increase their chances of making themselves a target of online bullying, stalking or unwanted attention. There are numerous ways to stay safe online, parents can help prevent this by researching procedures as well as policies and gaining knowledge of privacy settings and the age limit to protect their children, and also preventing people being ‘hacked’ (NSPCC, 2022).
Smith (2022) stated numerous suggestions of what not to upload online regarding their children, in order to prevent releasing personal details and making it accessible for strangers to access their details or paedophiles gaining easy access to their children. These suggestions includes: “Your location, personal identities. any state of undressing, vulnerability or embarrassing moments, acting out, behavioural struggles, or poor grades”. (Smith, 2022).
These are all valid suggestions of what not to do as a parents posting information regarding their children online, as they can be seen vulnerable and an easy target, both parent and child. Some parents might not be aware of the danger when posting online information regarding their child and might see it as having the opposite effect, as boosting their child’s confidence. They may also become obsessed with “likes” from their social media “friends”. This can make parents oblivious to the dangers they are putting their child under, making their child a target (Smith, 2022).
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(Alan, 2019)
Cyber bulling or online bullying is something that happens when an individual or a group bullies another individual through an online device such as a laptop, or a phone. This bullying occurs more between teenagers, and can happen at any time, and anywhere (Childnet, 2021). Teenagers might hide the fact they are being bullied online to their parents as they could be made to feel embarrassed from what the online bullies have exploited. In a situation when a child is being bullied online there could be signs of a change in their behaviour, these could include:
 “higher levels of emotions such as anger, changes in mood, problems sleeping and eating, low self- esteem, self-harm, withdrawal from online activities, sudden changes in behaviour, bullying others” (Childnet, 2021).
Cambridge University Press, (2021) explains that children can become obsessed with being online as this is what their peers do, and being influenced by society, however, some children do not understand the impact of the things they post online. Once an individual has posted something of themselves online, it then becomes public, and the post does no longer belong to them, making it anyone’s property. This image then can be shared to anyone including strangers, and can be a target for bullying, paedophiles, and public humiliation (Cambridge University Press, 2021). Inappropriate images being uploaded online can spread very quickly and could reach people they do not want access to it. In 2012 it became illegal to share inappropriate images of children under the age of 18, including if they were in a relationship. The children are protected under “Section 1 of the Protection of Children Act 1978 (PCA 1978); and Section 160 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (CJA 1988)”. The Children Act 1978 covers illegal sources, this would include any image or video of a child under 18 years old. This includes the downloading and researching of information regarding under age children (Cambridge University Press, 2021).
The Criminal Justice Act 1988 covers illegal activities such as if they can prove the individual have requested inappropriate images of children sent to them or on their behalf. This illegal activity can serve up to five years in prison (Cambridge University Press, 2021).
Social media has become a way to be included in society and especially with the younger generation (millennials), as it can have a positive impact. However, it has also made it easier for online bullying, leading individuals to become very distressed, scared and anxious. Online bullying can lead individuals between the ages of 16 and 25 years old to suicide or suicidal thoughts (Gov.uk, 2022). Online bullying has led children, mostly teenagers to suicidal thoughts, attempted suicide or worst-case scenario succeeded in suicide. Individuals seem braver when they are bullying behind a screen rather than ‘face to face’ as they did when people did not rely on social media as much (Gov.uk, 2022).
Social media has influenced society, including how they see and judge family representation. Social media has had a positive effect regarding educating parents and children in certain aspects such as educational games, connecting with long distance family and friends, D.I.Y, and enabling them to seek advice or search of a missing person or animals (Gov.uk, 2022). It has made people more accepting of people’s morals, believes and sexuality, changing the way people behave towards others who are different to themselves, and how family is seen in the present. A family is not seen as a Mum, Dad and 2.5 children anymore, but anyone who cares for those people as family members would, such as stepparents, gay parents, adopted, single parents and fostered children (Gov.uk, 2022). 
However, the negative side of social media is parents and children becoming obsessed with social media, creating a distance between parents and children, furthermore, building social anxiety and effecting their wellbeing (Gov.uk, 2022). There are also risks within social media where strangers can easily access information regarding children online making it accessible for paedophiles, and as online social media sites can easily be hacked. Children can be a target of online bullying, as well as adults (Gov.uk, 2022).
Therefore, social media can and have affected current representations of family within society positively for beliefs and acceptance, preventing bullying due to identity. However, it has had a negative effect on family time, bonding between children and their parents and encouraging online bullying, leading to children contemplating or in some cases achieving suicide (Gov.uk, 2022).
In the future parents and children should be made more aware of the dangers relating to how social media can affect individuals. Parents could be made aware of the privacy settings on laptops and set appropriate age limits. Children could be educated more in a school environment, helping them to become aware of the dangers.
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