Character Dossier 

I will be playing the part of the head of the merchants of Alexandria, who is also part of the chiefs of the union of Alexandrian merchants. My character is Greek due to the cultural problems prevalent in Alexandria at the time, Alexandria was considered Greek / Macedonian by the greater part of the population, due to being founded by Alexander the Great, therefore it is necessary and relevant for my character to be Greek so that he is historically accurate with being allowed into the court and to act as a city official.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Fraser, P. 1972.] 


This is how I imagine my character: he has brown hair and brown eyes with a slightly tanned complexion, which is exaggerated by further prolonged exposure to the sun, which he is not that happy about as the imminent danger of skin cancer weighs heavily on his mind, he prays to Serapis[footnoteRef:2] daily for help in preventing such terrible skin diseases. His name is Stephanos Polikakas.  [2:  Escoffey, 2012.] 


There are inscriptions that serve as evidence of a wide range of trade during the second century B.C.[footnoteRef:3] While Rome was becoming a bigger power in Egypt during this time, trade did not seem affected for the worst in Alexandria even though the merchants had to follow the trade routes favoured by the Romans, meaning the Red Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:4] Alexandria possessed an international company of sorts charged with the importation of aromata from Punt, a papyrus informs us of a maritime loan contract with twelve different names representing a creditor, debtors, guarantors and a banker.[footnoteRef:5] There was an interest on the importation of precious stones as well as frankincense.[footnoteRef:6] [3:  Durrbach, Choix Ins. Delos 108 (127-116 BC)
Rev. Et. Gr. 52 (1939) p. 483 no. 235 from Callatis (NW of the Black Sea)]  [4:  E. Bevan 4.2]  [5:  Sammelbuch 7169]  [6:  Dittenberger, O.G.I.S. 132] 

 
My character is responsible for the trade in Alexandria, including that which occurs due to the merchants based out of the city; given that trade on the Red Sea would have happened for the most part outside of Alexandria.[footnoteRef:7] Additionally, my character is also a court official of Alexandria, this means he is tasked with petitioning the court and king when necessary. Since Alexandria was the centre of trade and had two main harbours[footnoteRef:8] my character is also responsible for making sure that trade happens smoothly, and oversees the movement of grain as well as other imported and exported goods such as: spices, ivory, bronze lamps, perfumes, and carpets.[footnoteRef:9] The major exports of Alexandria include: textiles (especially linen), papyri, glassware, mosaics, bronze sculptures, and jewellery made with silver and gold, however this gold and silver was imported into Alexandria first. [7:  Diodorus. 3.47.9]  [8:  Strabo 17.1.7]  [9:  Strabo 17] 


As an overseer of the mining production my character is responsible for maintaining the quarries of porphyry and granite in the region, as well as the quarries and mines of emerald, topaz, turquoise, amethyst, and other precious stones located within the reach of the kingdom. 

One of the aims of my character is to initiate direct trade with India, so that Alexandrian merchants are able to travel to India directly without Indian merchants having to first trade with other merchants before the goods can be brought to Alexandria.[footnoteRef:10] This is a large task to undertake as up until this point Alexandrian and Egyptian ships would not dare to sail directly to India, and if they did they would do so by hugging the shoreline to stay close to land.[footnoteRef:11] The secondary aim of this is to establish one of the merchants of Alexandria as the Commander of the Red and Indian Seas, which is historically accurate via an inscription found near Koptos.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Dio 3.47.9]  [11:  L. Casson – The Periplus Maris Erythraei 26 .26-32]  [12:  Buch 8036 or 2264] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]My character wishes to petition the King of Egypt and the officials Rome to invest in this project to send Alexandrian merchants sailing across the Indian Sea. The direct sailing to India for trade is historically backed by an inscription,[footnoteRef:13] which is said to have been found near Koptos and is dated to either 110/109 BC or 74/73 BC.  [13:  Sammel buch 8036 Koptos 110/09 BC or 74/73 BC and 2264] 


Moreover, another of the aims of my character is to provide a festival for the King and the visiting roman officials in Alexandria. As a merchant my character is responsible for providing food and wine for this festival; including foods cultivated in the Nile Delta such as cereals, beans, lentils, vines, olives, radishes, cucumbers et cetera.[footnoteRef:14] As well as the production of wines made in the region and imported vines from Greece to make wines of different qualities to satisfy all tastes. My character is also in charge of sourcing marble and other hard stone materials that were commissioned into sculptures for the festival, and petitioning the royal court for the money to produce said sculptures.  [14:  Escoffey, 2012.] 

 
Historically Alexandria was plagued by riots,[footnoteRef:15] so in order to maintain historical accuracy my character’s role and responsibility (and therefore my own within the group) is to be in charge of any riots that need to happen, these can happen for any reasons in order to obtain whatever the people of Alexandria want or need from their king. Among other responsibilities I have within the group is to make sure that the priest has enough resources to perform all tasks necessary to their station, historically the Alexandrians would search the ships for any books and bring them to the library,[footnoteRef:16] it is my responsibility to make sure that they are received by the head librarian, as well as overlooking the deals made between the head librarian and other cities regarding books for the Alexandrian library.  [15:  Walbank, 1981.]  [16:  Fraser, P. 1972.] 
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