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INTRODUCTION:

Domestic abuse remains a critical issue that affects people across all genders, ethnicity and sexual orientations. However, in the context of the LGBTQ+ community, domestic abuse remains an under researched issue for a variety of factors (Mulvaney, 2022). To gain an understanding of the complexity of the issue, I am proposing to research the subject of ‘Has domestic abuse risen in the LGBTQ+ community in the last 10 years?’.

Over the past decade the awareness of domestic abuse has risen, with increasing attention being focused on different vulnerable communities (Ard & Makadon, 2011).  One vulnerable community that has yet to receive sufficient attention is the LGBTQ+ community. Whilst domestic abuse itself is a complex issue, some research suggests that domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community has risen over the last decade and that there is adequate support in place for victims to come forward (reference).

Whilst individuals within the LGBTQ+ community still experience common forms of domestic abuse seen in heterosexual relationships (GALOP.UK, 2021), LQBTQ+ individuals also face unique challenges which further exploits their vulnerability (IDAS, 2020). For instance, abusive partners in the LGBTQ+ may use homophobic / transphobic rhetorics as a form of control to manipulate victims to remain in dangerous relationships.

This topic is worthy of research due to domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community remaining significantly unexplored and to gain an understanding as to some of the reasons why individuals within the community feel under supported (Mulvaney, 2022).  This research will explore whether domestic abuse has increased within the community in the last decade and identify areas to support victims. This research will also show how society’s approach towards individuals experiencing domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community has changed with the last decade and if these measures have been successful in supporting victims coming forward. Additionally, this dissertation will examine how such abuse is reported, recorded, addressed and investigated by the police.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The primary aim of this research is to assess whether domestic abuse has increased within the LGBTQ+ community over the last ten years. In this research I intend to explore causes and types of domestic abuse individuals face within the LGBTQ+ community. 

To conduct this research effectively, I intend to examine separate sections of the question in detail, conducting research into supporting and opposing arguments as well as looking at evidence obtained through statistics.

Additionally, I will look at what unique challenges vulnerable victims from within the LGBTQ+ face when attempting to flee and report domestic abuse relationships. I will also summarize the support offered to LGBTQ+ victims of domestic abuse from a variety of agencies and what, if any has changed over the last decade.

Following completion of the research I hope to be able to identify any anomalies and be able to assess to what extent the research is accurate.





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

In recent years, domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community has been more widely researched by academics, increasing societal awareness to the issue (Alex, 2023). Whilst domestic abuse in heterosexual couples is widely researched with the prevalence understood, research focusing on LGBTQ+ community has remained under researched until recently (Alex, 2023).
 
The college of policing has several articles on domestic abuse and vulnerable groups, including articles that focus specifically on the LGBTQ+ community that I intend to use in this research. Additionally, I intend to use information from the Office of National Statistics as they have obtained data from before 2015, which I intend to use to compare with the results of my survey (Bradbury, 2021).
 
 
It is important that the information gathered and used in this research is accurate and correct, to allow an accurate conclusion to be drawn (Leite et al., 2019). I intend to verify this information by using statistics and data from approved websites, journals, books and charities which have already had their information verified.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:

For my dissertation, I will use a survey method to gather data on the prevalence and experiences of domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community over the past decade. I will use a quantitative survey method to examine the prevalence and patterns of domestic abuse within the LGTBQ+ community over the last decade. Although, qualitative data can be a good way to gain an insight into direct experiences, it is often difficult to summarize and make precise.


To gain specific results of data, I will focus on collecting numerical data which will be obtained via a questionnaire. In the questionnaire I will be using closed questions to help obtain a specific result. 

Additionally, questionnaires aimed at collecting quantitative date can be less time consuming to create, distribute and analyze. To create the questionnaire, I intend to use an internet platform which can provide me with a direct link to the survey. This link can then be shared on a variety of platforms to reach a large audience quickly. The quick dissemination of the survey will allow a large audience to provide a variety of different results which will help draw a conclusion to the research.



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To ensure any data and information collected, it is important to ensure the right audience is chosen to obtain accurate information. Due to the nature of the survey and the research, I intend to target police officers who have been in the role for over 10 years within the Swansea, Neath and Port Talbot area.

I intend to obtain a sample size of at least 50 participants from officers with different lengths of service and from a variety of roles to gather substantial results.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
In this dissertation, I intend to complete research on sensitive topics such as domestic abuse within the LGBTQ+ community. I am aware that by researching this sensitive issue, several ethical issues must be carefully considered to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all participants involved in this research.


Given the sensitive nature of domestic abuse and the questions asked in the survey, it is vital to guarantee confidentiality and anonymity to participants to ensure accurate results. Participants may fear the exposure of their personal experiences, particularly within a marginalized community, therefore guaranteeing confidentiality is paramount. 

Additionally, another significant ethical concern is the psychological impact of discussing and reading sensitive topics. I intend to include support resources within my questionnaire such as contact information for specialist support groups as-well as direct access to online police reporting to ensure that participants feel comfortable and supported.

All data collected from the survey will be stored securely on my work laptop, which has encryption security settings and is password protected.



	TIME SCALE:

I intend to complete this research in an orderly and timely manner by 7th of April 2025.
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