Create a community profile for your PTE1. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school make use of its location and community to support pupil learning. 
Evie Davies 2404663
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_ItTeASmI][bookmark: _Int_VLFdH67H][bookmark: _Int_ERyiWGE9]It can be suggested that understanding how a school connects with its surrounding area and community can be vital when it comes to creating a supportive and fulfilling learning environment for all pupils (Welsh Government, 2018). In this assignment, I will be focussing on the location of my PTE1 school, which I will be referring to as School X throughout, also exploring its cultural and social background. I will be referring to my PTE1 school as School X as Bera considers that educational researchers should not name who they are researching as everyone involved should be treated with respect and fairness (BERA, 2024). I will be creating a detailed community profile supported by relevant research explaining how each factor influences the school's environment, I will also be providing suggestions on how my PTE1 school could enhance their community engagement by identifying strategies to strengthen connections with their pupils' families and different local organisations. 
Community profile 
[bookmark: _Int_GdYya2I7][bookmark: _Int_Nx92hPIU][bookmark: _Int_14zLBiC4][bookmark: _Int_WDB7mZYs][bookmark: _Int_tCtz9D0g][bookmark: _Int_0OtUKzEC][bookmark: _Int_JqO6VBTn][bookmark: _Int_e2kix93S][bookmark: _Int_5nC6QXAP][bookmark: _Int_l6S9Fpv9][bookmark: _Int_MiX1Tl7w][bookmark: _Int_Vt21GlE3][bookmark: _Int_WTVobNDp][bookmark: _Int_LCoWbSEA][bookmark: _Int_y5r4A71y][bookmark: _Int_IqPbd9sl]School X is part of an urban area within a rural county. School X currently educates around 620 pupils, these numbers will continue to rise throughout the academic year. The school has 23 different classes. The school is located in a highly deprived area in West Wales, where many families are facing poverty and low income. According to the current statistics, 34% of pupils are eligible for free school meals (EFSM). A report from the Centre of Economic and Social Inclusion shows that almost 70% of the pupils who attend School X have come from families with a low income, meaning many households are facing financial difficulty. Additionally, 45.5% of pupils are living in homes where their parents or guardians are unemployed (Hwb Welsh Government, n.d). It can be suggested that children who come from families with little to no income households, often face challenges that may negatively affect their education. These children may be facing more levels of stress, food issues and poor living conditions all of which can have an impact on their cognitive, social, and emotional development, making it more difficult for these children to learn effectively in a school setting (Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2013). School X have created a designated safe space and learning environment specifically to support their pupils with Autism Spectrum Condition (ASC) (Hwb Welsh Government, n.d)., this gives the pupils an opportunity to receive care which is tailored to their developmental needs. 21% of the students in School X have been found to have Additional Learning Needs (ALN) and require use of the designated Learning Resource Centre (Hwb Welsh Government, n.d). Furthermore, 2% of the pupils in School X use English as an additional language, this indicates that around 13 students may find it challenging learning in a language that is not their own, however, School X is there providing support to them (Hwb Welsh Government, n.d). In 2020 School X created a whole school topic which they named “Don’t hate, educate”, this is an anti racism project that was designed to educate pupils about the global and social issues that are going on and to promote the principle that all individuals regardless of their race, ethnicity or background, should all be treated with fairness and respect (School X, n.d). School X also offers a “Flying Start” programme. The funding for the Flying Start programme is provided by the Welsh Government, it is aimed at children aged 0-3 (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2024). Flying Start is designed to give children a head start to education, allows children to adapt to the curriculum, gives children more of an idea of what school will be like by providing structure to their day-to-day life, and provides children with the opportunity to develop their language skills at an early age, preparing them to excel from the beginning of their education (Welsh Government, 2012). The Flying Start programme is also aimed to offer support to families with children in the more disadvantaged areas across Wales, aiming to provide their children with more opportunities now and for the future of their learning (Welsh Government, n.d). Estyn is an independent organisation that is responsible for inspecting all schools across Wales. The inspections are carried out to outline what the school is doing well at but also to give the school areas of improvement (Estyn, n.d). According to Estyn’s 2016 inspections report, School X current performance was rated as good and the schools' prospects for improvement were rated as excellent. The “good” rating reflects the strong progress that all the pupils have made from their starting point, their good engagement skills, and strong attendance rates throughout the school. In addition, the “excellent” prospects of improvement were underpinned by the outstanding leadership from the headteacher and the strong network of support throughout the staff in the school. In addition to the positive feedback, Estyn provided School X with several recommendations for further improvement. These consisted of enhancing pupils' skills in extended writing, to increase opportunities for outdoor learning particularly in foundation phase and ensuring that reports to parents follow the statutory requirements (Estyn, 2017). As this Estyn report of School X is dated from 2016, it may not be a reliable source for evaluating the current situation for the school, this is due to curriculum changes and other changes which may have occurred in School X since 2016. 
Suggestions for community engagement 
[bookmark: _Int_LigMyJap][bookmark: _Int_1LYhsyGc][bookmark: _Int_n96RpkCJ][bookmark: _Int_9eQV7sSQ][bookmark: _Int_hAsby8fy][bookmark: _Int_KFd8jkTw]School X is situated in West Wales, a place renowned for its beaches, farmland, and many historic monuments. It could be beneficial for School X to actively engage with these local places by creating a range of challenging and engaging lessons for their students, following the Curriculum for Wales. By creating visual and hands-on learning experiences and opportunities, pupils are given the chance to visit places they may have never been before, also allowing the pupils to see and engage with what they have been learning about in real life, helping them develop a more meaningful understanding to the subject they are studying. Following the Welsh Curriculum, it is essential to provide real life authentic context for each learner (Hwb Welsh Government, 2023). Lev Vygotsky’s Sociocultural theory also suggests that children learn most effectively through active engagement with their surrounding environment (SimplyPsychology, 2024). In agreement with Vygotsky, Bronfenbrenner (1994) also highlights the importance of involving outside agencies within learning throughout his ecological systems theory (Early Years TV, 2023). School X is surrounded by a close-knit community in a small town, it could be beneficial for the school to organise guest speaker lessons with local professionals such as the police force and fire fighters. For primary school children, meeting people in their dream job roles can be exciting and inspiring but also help them understand the vital contributions these professions make to the community. The guest visits also offer important lessons on safety and well-being for the children (South Wales Fire and Rescue Service, 2023)., whilst also strengthening the connection between the school and the community. Parents will also appreciate that the school is giving their children the opportunity to engage and learn from the trusted community figures who everybody respects and relies on. At School X, text message letters are regularly sent out to parents as part of a way the school communicates. These text messages already include a voice over feature, allowing parents who may struggle with reading and writing a chance to feel listened to and involved with the information that has been handed out, as it is important to connect with parents right from the start of their child’s education (Welsh Government, 2023). To further support the diverse needs of parents and carers, this feature could be enhanced to include a translation option so the parents who don’t speak english as their first language can then select their preferred language they’d like to listen in, making this option more inclusive as a small percentage of students in School X come from non English speaking families. This approach will also promote the school's commitment to diversity and equity as it shows that the school is understanding and meeting the needs of the whole school and bilingual community (Welsh Government, 2023). School X can also promote cultural diversity and inclusion by inviting parents from various cultural backgrounds into school. For example, inviting Muslim parents in to do an assembly for the whole school during significant occasions like Ramadan and Eid. The parents can educate the entire school by sharing individual experiences, enabling a deeper understanding for their culture by connecting classroom values and views with real life cultural experiences. It can be argued that children learn most effectively through visual learning, as it allows the children chance to engage by both listening and communicating (Hwb Welsh Government, 2023). The Curriculum for Wales expands on the importance of teaching children about human rights, diverse cultures, and equality as it will go on and allow them to become ethically informed citizens of Wales and the wider world, as they learn to respect the rights of others whilst developing more of a knowledge about different cultures (Welsh Government, 2022). This approach to educating the children is also highly beneficial, as it allows them to build stronger connections with individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds within their community, and stronger relationships between families and the school, allowing everyone to feel a sense of shared purpose and respect (Department for Education, 2024). Given that School X is situated in an area with large levels of deprivation, where a percentage of pupils who attend the school come from low-income households, living with unemployed parents and guardians (Hwb Welsh Government, n.d). It can be suggested for School X to reach out to local food banks. By working together, the school could then provide food and everyday necessity hampers to the families who are in need. This also connects the school to the local community businesses, offering them a sense of support. A food bank at School X could also provide valuable lessons for the children. The school could start to involve the children by asking them to organise donations, this could be by creating a fundraising event for the school and community. By involving the children with the food bank, it could also provide them with valuable life lessons such as teamwork and a sense of compassion (BERA, 2023). School X could also set up a range of workshops after school for parents. These workshops can include lessons on how to budget, which will enable parents to organise their finances more effectively, give examples on how to buy affordable healthy meals for their family and offer cooking demonstrations which will allow parents to learn valuable life skills that they can start to implement at home. By offering these activities and valuable life skills the school can foster an environment for the parents where they feel valued, welcomed, and listened to, the suggestion provides support but also a safe space and close bond between the parents and School X. Not only will these workshops be beneficial to the parents but will also be beneficial to the children too. When parents feel more motivated and supported, they are more able to provide for their families, ensuring their children are well fed and focussed ready to learn and reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2018).
Conclusion
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	Target
	How have I addressed it in this work

	Look for more reliable peer reviewed/ recommended sources.
	I have referenced more reliable sources such as Welsh Government and Estyn websites.

	Ensure that you refine your use of Harvard references and ensure all reading is correctly citied.

	I have worked on and improved my Harvard referencing by adding commas and colons where they need to be.

	Consider criticality rather than descriptive writing- aim to find sources that support or challenge what you are trying to say.  
	I have written about different theorists' viewpoints and tired to be more critical than descriptive.













