


Evaluate why some victims do not report their crimes?

Victims are a crucial part of crime solving and crime prevention. The evidence these people can provide sometimes can be all police and the Criminal Justice System need to arrest criminals responsible for abuse and crime. In modern society in the UK, and all over the world, victimisation is becoming more common. People who are vulnerable are becoming more likely to experience crime from a victim’s perspective. On top of this, the threat to these victims of crime, in many cases, goes unresolved, as there is a fear to testify, and report their abusers, but why is this. 

To answer this question, this essay will discuss and evaluate victim rights and services available for these victims of crime, how they are in place to support victims, and give these people the support they need. To further contribute to answering this question, this essay will also include the context of vulnerability, how it influences victims of crime, and how it can be exploited by criminals and abusers; the importance of safeguarding children, some adults, and Elderly people who are considered the most at risk, and what these services provide in terms of the methods and support social services give to people who are vulnerable. To put this information into context I will use figures, case law, stories from victims of crime, as well as discussing whether there is enough support given, via reports suggesting the support services provide are not up to standard they need to be at, by analysing end results and outcomes from the Criminal Justice System investigations, and other evidence suggesting this. I will finally be discussing the background of victimology theories and how they relate to modern victims today to fully understand reasons why some victims do not report crimes committed to them.

To start off, it is important to understand what being a victim means. According to (Spalek, 2006), a victim can be described by Oxford Dictionary as “a person injured or killed as a result of an event of circumstance”. Unlike in previous times in history, where the word ‘victim’ has been used in more of a specific context, such as it being more affiliated with women or in some cases ‘religious sacrifice’. The Crown Prosecution Service (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2021), identifies a victim as “a person who has suffered harm, including physical, mental or emotional harm or economic loss which was directly caused by a criminal offence”. Referring back to Spalek, 2006, through a modern perspective, the status of a victim is ‘more complicated’, as it relies on “wider historical, social and cultural processes and their relationship to human action”. This means the definition of a victim has had to broaden, as every service deal with all different kinds of people, who are victims in different ways. For example, the police would have to deal with more victims of county lines criminal activity, than the NHS who deal with more mental abuse and helping them rather than dealing with the aggressor or whoever has caused their health to deteriorate. This is why all services have their own definition of victimisation, and vulnerability, as they deal with different aspects of what makes someone a victim, and how to help them. This allows the police and the other victim support services to help more people who may find themselves being a victim of crime, and abuse as they can focus in their own field, and then work together to give the help victims need.

Identifying what makes someone vulnerable is also very important to find the root problem when dealing with victims of crime and how to prevent them from actually being a victim. This due to the fact that, criminals usually target people who are vulnerable. But what does it mean to be vulnerable? According to The College of Police (College of Policing, 2021), someone who is vulnerable can be identified by “a result of their situation or circumstances” and “they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or others from harm or exploitation” because the of the situation they are in. As like their definitions for a victim, other services such as the NHS, and the Adult Social Services have separate definitions for what makes someone vulnerable. According to (Office for Health Improvement & Disparities, 2022), they state, an adult who is vulnerable is “any adult (person over the age of 18) unable to take care of themselves or protect themselves from exploitation”. This refers to adults with illnesses, or mental disorders, or lack basic life skills, and are unable to care and look after themselves. In terms of a broader definition, they also state someone who is vulnerable, without being specific, is someone who “is need of special care, support or protection” due to personal and situational factors such as “age, disability, risk of abuse and neglect”. These factors are also main parts to look at when discussing why some victims do not report their crimes, as due these personal and situational factors, they may fear, or may not be in a state to report crimes, coercion, or abuse against them. From a policing point of view, a person’s personal factors such as disability and health, and situational factors such as living conditions and financial circumstances can directly influence how vulnerable they are to criminal exploitation. 

There are certain groups who are more susceptible to being vulnerable. So what specific groups of people can be classed as vulnerable? Vulnerability to crime is probably most common for children as they are the most easily manipulated and coerced due to naivety and trying to fit into society. As previously mentioned, some adults due to many reasons such as physical and mental health issues, terminal illnesses which mean that they cannot look after themselves and the people around them, and traumatic events such as bereavement, divorce, job loss, death, or actually victims of domestic abuse as well as many other reasons. Elderly people are also very liable to being vulnerable to many of the same issues mentioned before, however they are also more likely to experience more health-related issues which make them more vulnerable. Hans Von Hentig, a German Psychologist who significantly contributed to victimology also known as sub-discipline, was able to simplify this kind of typology when separating groups of people and finding reasoning why they may be perceived as vulnerable, leading to them being more likely to be victims of crime. He created 13 prepositions that relate to why certain groups of people may be more likely to be victims than others. For example, (Burke, et al., 2022) Shannel Sanchez states his typology included prepositions such as for young people being ‘immature’, ‘lack physical strength’, and “lack the mental and emotional maturity to recognise victimisation”. This shows how in todays society, children are common to be victimised, used and abused in criminal activity. He also created prepositions for people such as females and the elderly, mentally ill, immigrants, minorities, dull normal who are people who are intelligent but naïve, the depressed, the acquisitive, the lonesome and broken hearted, tormentors, and the blocked exempted and fighting victims. This shows he considered nearly every possibility for different groups of people, including how the abusers can become the victims. This further shows reasoning why some people do not report crimes against them. As outdated as some of his views may be to modern society and people, they still apply to those who fit his prepositions. For example, children are still the most vulnerable, as many do still fit the labels. Of being immature and lacking mental and emotional maturity to resist coercion from criminals. This then can lead to crimes against them being unreported, as threats and coercion may push them away from testimony against their abusers.

Von Hentigs typology is an example of an insight into a theory of victimology. Victimology according to (Walden University, 2016), can be defined as “the scientific study of psychological effects of crime and the relationships between victim and offender”. It explores victimisation and why certain groups are targeted more than others, and explores policies and how victimisation has evolved from history to the modern day. Important figures in victimology include Han Von Hentig as previously mentioned, Marvin Wolfgang who studied patterns in criminal homicide and created the victim precipitation theory, Benjamin Mendelsohn who was one of the first criminologists to use victim typology, Ezzat Fattah who is also considered one of the first criminologists, J. J. Van Dijk, and Donald Cressey, who claimed there are 2 approaches to victimology, humanistic and scientific. There are four main and most prevalent theories that attempt to fully encapsulate victimisation and its main causes. According to (Hussin & Zawawi, 2012), Siegel (2006) stated the theories were, “the victim precipitation theory, the lifestyle theory, the deviant place theory and the routine activities theory”. 

The Victim Precipitation theory, suggests factors such as characteristics, such as how they look, can make them more vulnerable to specific crimes. For example, due to characteristics such as ethnicity, race, sexual orientation or gender could make them more likely to experience a type of crime against them. For example, according to (Davies, et al., 2007) with violent racism being ‘rooted’ in towns and cities such as Connelly, Burnley, Oldham, and Bradford, racist gangs would act violently towards Asian communities. Due to these Asian communities being different culturally, and in appearance to the British gangs, they were more likely to be violently abused. This also shows why crime such as this goes un-reported, out of fear of being violently attacked by gangs and people such as the ones mentioned here

The Lifestyle theory refers to how people may become victims based on their lifestyle and choices. (Madero-Hernandez, 2019) states the theory suggests “certain people may become the victims of crime because of their lifestyles and choices”. For example, LGBT communities could fall under this classification as their sexual preferences, appearance in what they wear as clothes may cause them to become vulnerable. According to (Spalek, 2008), the LGBT minority groups have been targeted and subjected to ‘criminalisation’ ‘oppression’, and ‘victimisation’. This has surfaced through homophobic hate crime. The book also states about surveys being taken, and how there is a significant amount of hate crime, that is not reported by the LGBT communities. This is because of a lot of peoples “distrust in the police”. On top of that the book also states how common ‘queer bashing’ is, “one in three” gay men and one in four” lesbians experience “at least one violent attack during the period 1990-95”. This show out of fear for violent action, a lot of the LGBT community do not report homophobic abuse against them, as they are in fear that the abuse will get worse if they tell anyone about it.


The Deviant Place theory, according to (Criminal Justice, Government, and Public Administration, 2019), suggests someone “is more likely to become the victim of a crime when exposed to dangerous areas”. This could commonly apply to someone who is ‘walking in the dark’, alone down a street, as police are less likely to intervene, and the criminal is more likely to get away with mugging or killing that person. Another example could be children living in abusive households, an example of this could be the murder of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes. According to (Christodoulou, 2022), the six-year-old boy was “tortured, poisoned with salt and starved by his Dad Thomas Hughes and his stepmum Emma Tustin”. This shows that even home for children isn’t safe, and this case especially encapsulates this theory, as if he didn’t live with his parents, and lived with other family instead, he would still be alive. Due to his maturity at his young age, he was unable to report the crimes against him which explains why these kind of crimes on children go un-reported

Finally, the Routine Activity looks at the patterns in what you do in your everyday life and social activities. According to (NSW Attorney Generals department, 2011), “a crime will only be committed if a likely offender thinks that a target is suitable and a capable guardian is absent”. This means a criminal will judge at what a person’s everyday routine, or consistent routine is, and will base off of it whether the person is an ideal victim.

From this research, we can see how some minority groups are targeted over others, when it comes to victimology, and how it can directly contribute to crimes committed going un-reported by the victims. But why are these groups targeted over others, and what is in place to help protect them from victimisation in the Criminal Justice System?

To start off, children as mentioned before, are the most vulnerable people due to how naïve, easily manipulated they can be. Abuse can range from physical abuse, to mental abuse from family friends, gangs, and adults in the area. Due to their immaturity because of their age, they can be very easily exploited. This is why parental figures, and people who can protect and safeguard children are so important in their personal development, as they can stop them from being victims. Pieces of legislation such as The Children’s Act 1989 and The Children’s Act 2004, help provide comprehensive framework for the care and protection of children. According to (The Office of the Parliamentary Counsel, 1989), the act of 1989 main reform provided for “local authority services for children in need”, to “amend the law with respect to children’s homes, community homes, voluntary homes” and organisations. The act of 2004 according to (Holland Family Law, 2022), “reinforces that all people and organisations working with children have a duty to help safeguard children and protect their welfare”.  Examples of common child victimisation is of county lines, and domestic abuse. According to (CrimeStoppers, 2023), County lines is a term that refers to “organised illegal drug-dealing networks” using a telephone to organise drops and deliveries. According to (Children's Society, 2023), “Children as young as seven are targeted”. The issue is growing more in every community in the UK. Reasons why children may not repot these criminals are they are being groomed and coerced into working for them through threats of debts, violence and cuckooing. Services that help children include the NSPCC, who look to help them through online and in-person counselling, but what help is it if they don’t reach out?

Elderly people are also considered one of the most at-risk communities to be victimised. This is due to mental, and physical issues that are more common the older you get, which means that elderly people the older they get become less capable of looking after themselves and people around them, and on top of that financial worries only further contribute to it. According to (Nursing Home Abuse Center, 2023), abuse that is common involves ‘neglect’, ‘physical abuse’, ‘sexual abuse’, ‘abandonment’, ‘financial abuse’, and ‘self-neglect’. This can be by people that live in their community, family, and also from nursing homes that are supposed to support them. An example of this kind of abuse can be found via the mistreatment of Ann King. (Booth, 2022), shows the 88-year-old woman with dementia by workers at her care home. Family of her hid a camera in her room, which shows evidence of ‘assault’ by a cleaner and mistreatment from other workers. This shows that even the people who are supposed to help ideal victims, can turn into abusers themselves, and this potentially applies to every service who support minority groups against abuse

The importance of victims when battling crime is crucial, and this essay sheds light on reasoning why minority groups can’t and won’t report their crimes. They are scared. They are manipulated into thinking they can’t and it won’t help. They are coerced into a false sense of that’s just the way it is. With the reputation of some services, such as the Police, the NHS, the NSPCC, along with others towards the people they are supposed to help, why should they believe they are going to help, and not worsen their issues. More must be done, to put faith back into the groups they’re trying to help, and change must happen to accommodate for the modern day, so it is more specific to the era it is in. According to (Victim Support NI, 2022) , studies show up to “60% of crimes go unreported” in Northern Ireland, and isn’t too dissimilar to the UK. This has to change
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