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The Welsh language has been around since the Bronze Age, making that Britain's oldest surviving language spoken in Europe. Wales was one of the first countries to use its own language to create laws, and the word Cymry was used to describe its people as long ago as the seventh century (Brain, 2018).
However, over the years there have been some major historical events which have impacted the Welsh language, dates from 1536 when Henry VIII Act of Union laws passed through making the Welsh language suffer. The Welsh language was banned, and its official status was removed. This was the start of the decline of the language (Brain, 2018). The world war and the Industrial Revolution had an impact and a decline in the Welsh language. This was because of the development of industries such as coal mining and slate quarries around Wales. Oil refineries had seen a big intake of people coming over from England and even America to move to Wales in the eighteenth century. (wjec cbac, 2019). This meant there were a high number of members of the population unable to speak the language and the Welsh speakers not using the language in order to communicate with others. Another factor that did not help the usage of the Welsh language was the infamous Welsh Not. – signs hung around the necks of schoolchildren who dared speak Welsh during the 19th century, this resulted in many children and families not speaking Welsh as it was deemed to be wrong (Government, 2024). Other factors that had believed to have an impact on the development of the language is the tourism, tourism is a big money factor for areas within wales, but having a wide range of visitor's from over Britain/ worlds then the Welsh language is not heard or spoken. With the increase in tourism the increase in second homes buyers has also made an impact with non-Welsh speakers coming to settle down here but not willing to learn the language. This also works when Welsh speakers migrate in search of jobs and housing elsewhere. (Anon, 2021).
Over the years the Welsh government has noticed a worrying decline in Welsh speakers and are concerned the Welsh language will phase out. In July 2017 the Welsh government published Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers. This is an attempt to bring back the Welsh language. This had come from a study where they had noticed concerning facts. Results show that the number and percentage of Welsh speakers aged 3 years or over fell from 562,000 (19.0%) in 2011 to 538,300 (17.8%) in 2021. The government has three main targets that they want to focus on, increasing the number of Welsh speakers, increasing the use of Welsh (this is saying more than a few words, figures show only 10% can do this but the new target will be 20% by 2050) and creating conditions where the use of the Welsh language is encouraged (Government, 2023). So, who is responsible for these figures and this target being met. The Donaldsons report acknowledges that the Welsh language in education and in the curriculum needs to be strengthened with the focus being the ability for children and the adults in the workplace to speak Welsh confidently in everyday settings (Donaldson, 2015).
Within a local primary school, (PDCS, 2024) Welsh has been made a focus not just for the children but for the adults. Following the recommendations from the Donaldsons report. They have a target on their school development plan which states ‘embed and further develop Welsh provision within the school and continue to improve standards in Welsh – this can be done with increasing the amount of cross curricular Welsh delivered and to maintain and build upon at least 15% of school activities to be in Welsh (PDCS, 2024). This is supported by the Welsh in Education Strategic Plans (WESPs) their aim is to make the planning fun and interesting and promote access to the language across all lessons. They aim to provide children and adults with the skills and confidence to use Welsh not only in a school setting but as part of the community (Welsh Government, 2023b). 
Ways in which Welsh is being promoted are activities such as Herio book (appendix 1) this is a book that gives translations for key words, but it also provides key phases and sentence starters to encourage that incidental Welsh and to allow the children to start simple but effective conversations and to understand common phrases and commands. Using this book the children are then able to produce text maps (appendix 2). This is a map using pictures to represent a key word or sentence that the children can say with just a few prompts from the map.  From this they can produce an oral piece of work with information about themselves, their family, hobbies and school. Children using these resources helps them with confidence in the use of the Welsh language. This is done using repetition. We know there are three types of learning: kinetics, visual and audio. It is believed that in order for children to learn to speak or learn a second language, repetition and imitation is one of the oldest but most successful methods. Articulating a word after hearing it is known as verbal repetition; this process is important for the development of languages (CPD, 2022). They try and revisit the key words phrases for the children to remember and to build up on what they already know. This is to encourage more Welsh daily. They then put their knowledge into a Welsh guided reading session (appendix 3) this is an independent task purely lead by the children; the aim is for them to notice words and use their ability to work out sentences and pick up new words. Not only are the children encouraged to learn Welsh, but it is also at the focus for all adults working in the school. The school encourages the use of Welsh as much as possible through the day, greetings common and phrases. This is supported by an app called Duolingo which is a language learning platform that will teach you key words, phrases and sentence starters. Through the new curriculum as part of the four purposes we have ethically informed Evie, this is where the school embraces the culture and history of the environment the children live in, with knowledge and teaching them about the future of the area. The new topic for the children will be. The big question is: what makes Wales wonderful- ‘wonderful Wales’ looking at the history and the key events of the area we should be proud to live in.  Schools embrace the Welsh culture by celebrating St Davies day, Eisteddfod festivals, and shamea day, a day where the children can dress in traditional Welsh outfit and eat tradition food and learn about what other traditions such as history, rugby and many more. These are such important events when you connect with your culture and be proud to be Welsh. They listen to Welsh songs through the school assembly as well as stories and events. Throughout the school there will be a Welsh winner of the week. They will be presented with a certificate from the crew Cymru team, which are three year six pupils. They also deliver a presentation in Welsh as well as teaching the school a new phrase for the week. Welsh is part of the school as much as they can, making it part of the school community, this is shown through a range of displays (appendix 4). Schools recently have come together to build on the Welsh language as a community, linking into teams via online platforms so they can collaborate and celebrate certain events such as St Davids day together (appendix 5). Evidence from a year six class shows some of the work they participate in, these are games and activities that show a fun side of learning Welsh, it's very oral based work making sure they keep repeating the knowledge they have in order for them to remember and use Welsh throughout their day (appendix 6). This can be linked to Steiner approach of teaching, learning through play, having an atmosphere to be creative and creating social situations, and Piaget constructivism - learning through mistakes, not to be scared to try something new and to embrace new challenges (Bates, 2019). It is creating the right environment for the children to learn to reach their best potential. The government has over £112 million funding to increase Welsh-medium education provision, this will be spent on building Welsh first language schools in hope to create the right setting and to push the Welsh language. Inspiring children and parents to speak Welsh to each other at home and to think about the future of younger generations. With the schools encouraging and supporting families to learn the language. This would increase the number of people using the language in the communities. It will increase the numbers and hopefully able to reach the target of 1 million Welsh speakers by 20250. They encourage the use of Welsh throughout the day where they will order their dinner and say how they feel in cymraeg and greet the teacher in the morning with shwmae or bora da. Using ga i, ga i fynd I'r ty bach, diolch when they can.   
After looking at all activities and resources schools offer, do we still wonder why the Welsh language isn't progressing fast enough. After looking at the government targets are we teaching  the right type of Welsh to promote and encourage the Welsh language, do children learn the right type of Welsh – teaching the children colours, days of the week and numbers is that having the biggest impact to what they to need to learn to start a conversation to add and understand Welsh being spoken around them (appendix 7). Being taught and exposed to small words that may not have a real purpose in developing the Welsh language. Should we be teaching younger children more useful and beneficial phrases that could be used as part of everyday conversation. 
Do we focus on the writing part of Welsh too much when we should focus on the speaking part so we can develop the language, supported by Vygotsk 
‘learning requires talk and interaction with others, because language thinking and learning are very much related’ (Graf, Birch, 2009).
Alexander, 2006 builds on the importance of classroom talking which he refers to as ‘dialogical teaching’ this includes talking together adults and children to share ideas and conversations. He claimed the British focus too much on the writing part of learning when it doesn't get the biggest reward. (Graf, Birch, 2009). Is this form of teaching done enough when learning Welsh, are the children allowed enough freedom with Welsh to have them conversations and chances to talk the language unless it's in a Welsh lesson, should we be making it more adaptable to our everyday routine. Are we restricting Welsh just to certain times of the day?  
But is this because we don't have enough Welsh speakers for this to happen. From the figures we can see there are a low number of Welsh speakers around to encourage the language. Are teachers confident enough to teach the children? If we are not exposed to or hearing Welsh around us then we are unlikely to pick up new words and to have the willingness to want to learn, and to try and engage in conversations. One of the governments targets is to:
‘Increase the number of teachers able to teach Welsh as a subject and other subjects through the medium of Welsh.’ (Government, 2023).
So, we can see this is a concern to promote the Welsh language in education. How will they achieve this, will they have to make a focus on targeting adults to help teach the younger generation?
It is important that these Government targets are clear for us all to be aware of in Wales, making it clear that we are all responsible for the future of the Welsh language. We should all be willing to accept the challenge and make the Welsh language live for years to come.


















Appendix 1
[image: ]

[image: ]

Appendix 2
[image: ]

Appendix 3
[image: ]
Appendix 4
[image: ]

[image: ]
Appendix 5
[image: ]

Appendix 6
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ]
[image: ][image: ]

Appendix 7
[image: ]



References
Anon, (2021). Is Welsh a Dying Language? The Importance of Welsh. [online] Available at: https://www.architekst.com/en/blog/is-welsh-a-dying-language.

Bates, B. (2019). Learning Theories Simplified : ...and How to Apply Them to Teaching : ,130+ Theories and Models from Great Thinkers. p51 2nd ed. London: Sage Publications.

‌ Bates, B. (2019). Learning Theories Simplified : ...and How to Apply Them to Teaching : 130+ Theories and Models from Great Thinkers. p243 2nd ed. London: Sage Publications.
Brain, J. (2018). The Welsh Language. [online] Historic UK. Available at: https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofWales/Welsh-Language/.

CPD News Team (2022). Importance of repetition in learning | the CPD certification service. [online] cpduk.co.uk. Available at: https://cpduk.co.uk/news/importance-of-repetition-in-learning.
Donaldson, G. (2015). Successful Futures Looking at the Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements in Wales. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/succesful-futures-a-summary-of-professor-graham-donaldsons-report.pdf.
GOV.WALES. (n.d.). Cymraeg 2050: Welsh language strategy action plan 2023 to 2024 [HTML]. [online] Available at: https://www.gov.wales/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy-action-plan-2023-2024-html.
‌Graf, M. and Birch, A. (2009). The teaching assistant’s guide to understanding and supporting learning.p55-p56 London ; New York: Network Continuum.


Pembroke Dock Community School (2024). Pembroke Dock Community School - The Pembroke Dock Curriculum. [online] sites.google.com. Available at: https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/pdcsprimary/the-pembroke-dock-curriculum.

Senedd.wales. (2024). Welsh Language and Education (Wales) Bill | Senedd. [online] Available at: https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=43934.

Welsh Government (2023b). Cymraeg 2050: Welsh language strategy action plan 2023 to 2024 [HTML]. [online] GOV.WALES. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy-action-plan-2023-2024-html.

Welsh Government (2024). The history of the Welsh language. [online] VisitWales. Available at: https://www.visitwales.com/info/language/poetry-motion-discover-language-wales.

wjec cbac (2019). Patterns of Migration The Welsh context Immigration The Reasons for Immigration into Wales. [online] Available at: https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/patterns-of-migration-welsh-context.pdf.

Voice Magazine. (2020). Is Welsh a dying language? [online] Available at: https://www.voicemag.uk/blog/8826/is-welsh-a-dying-language [Accessed 1 Jan. 2025].


‌
‌
‌



	
	
	



image8.png
D Device Only




image.jpg




image16.png




imagef.png
D Device Only




image14.png




image3.png
| (67 Hudres 200 ¢

AMBITIOUS, CAPABLE LEARNERS
CYMRAEG: LLAFAR - FIRST PERSON
AoLE: LANGUAGE, LITERACY & COMMUNICATION (PS3, PS4) EXPRESSING OURSELVES

What is your Learning Intention?
— 0 O PS4: Can I select and adapt the appropriate
language for a range of audiences and pur,

Creale 4 tort map 4o aid with. independence
@ Present information ahout yourself using a variehy

il of phrases and sentence patterns.
e @ Express opinions, Qving Narious I2050ns | =
Sl | Use understandable pronunciation and inkonation 1 s
‘ -~
TR )
TR, T [ —> [ "')A _-yr.:,j.",',
L b ikt S 49808 C;/K f
s g | 4 N
e — § =
A _ v@ —Qed — (@ fxt
R = 1Q \ -

e ;;“4@4 d="" g % =

{ = e G228 S~
- (‘b? G ;; .
5 =
ek SRR SR v | -
el . |
/ g

T 5
| 3 /As tosn Dkl p,uwia,tmm— cmleLar@hog l





image5.png
\‘ pvintenin

3

90000009
00909999





image2.jpg




imaged.png
Rydw i'ni teimlo'n

dost

Rydw i'n teimlo'n

ofnus

Rydw i'n feimlo'n

drist

(o

-

Sut wyt ti
teimlo
heddiw?

Rydw i'n teimlo'n

cyffroes

CQ g &

Rydw in teimlo'n

Rydw i'n teimlo'n

wedi blino Rydw i'n teimlo'n

hapus

=
< MEISR@IJI
Learn Welsh in

MEISTROLIFY NGHYMRAEG HILE

MEISTROI.'I e

MEISTROLI FY NGHYMRAEG




image17.png
D Device Only




image11.png
T e M EE, = ) g o

<J




image12.png
D Device Only

E4




image.png




image10.png
D Device Only




image15.png
itle .0f the hoo k?

What __in English?

Who is the Lauthor?

Amser darllen (Time to _read)

Trowch i dudalen Turn to page —
Beth syn diguiydd 4 4 Uun? Whats happening 4n the
pidum?
ngwwwummm_? Who wants to read page —
Bant & <hi Off 4ou 4o
What is —— 40 English?
Turn the poge
Whats this?
Who's here?
Whats happening?

M_Aadm—iégﬁzuxzadmg)
Pusy 4y 2ich hoff gymeriad? Who is your Qowourite
character?
Beth syn Aiguydd 4n 4 stori? What happens i the story?
Wyt tin haoffir stori? Do you like the story?
Pam? Whyg?





image13.png
D Device Only




