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[bookmark: _Toc134217389]Introduction
With the enhanced use of technology, the need for new policies and regulations has also increased in relation to maintaining law and order. EPB – Evidence-Based Policing is one similar approach in which law enforcement agencies undertakes a systematic approach to undertake policing operation based on empirical or evidence-based data. As reported by Ariel (2016), the number of police departments wearing body-worn cameras (BWC) in terms of recording the interaction between the public and police officers to ensure higher transparency and accountability is increasing day by day. This report has focused on highlighting a historical view of evidence-based policing, different criminological theories supporting EBP and the function of BWC in connection to this. Along with this, various benefits and demerits and ethical aspects of using BWC in terms of documenting domestic violence will also be addressed. 


[bookmark: _Toc134217390]Core Ideas of Evidence-Based Policing 
EBP or evidence-based policies is considerably a new concept in law enforcement in which empirical data is used by police to support policing techniques, strategies and judgement during their operation (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). An essential theory of EBP is the conviction that the police must always act in accordance with the best available evidence. Various sources, such as police records, surveys, and academic research, may be mined for this data (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). Data analysis may help law enforcement agencies better allocate resources and identify where new problems are arising. Data-driven decision-making gives law enforcement agencies a chance to go beyond anecdotal evidence and intuition and create programs with a more targeted, fact-based, and measurable influence on society.
The second basic idea of EBP is that police programs and processes should be evaluated systematically to see how effective they are. Methods such as experimental and quasi-experimental studies, as well as systematic reviews of existing research, may be used for this goal. By studying the outcomes of prior efforts, authorities may replicate the ones that have proven successful. A thorough assessment is necessary for law enforcement organisations to efficiently allocate resources and concentrate on treatments with the highest potential impact (Sherman, 2015). For the simple reason that it enables for the termination of inefficient projects or tactics while simultaneously aiding in the identification of best practices.
Finally, EBP stands out because of its commitment to lifelong learning. Depending on the findings of investigations and public complaints, law enforcement agencies are always learning and adjusting their practices. Police personnel must be dedicated to continuous learning and development if they are to remain successful and responsive to community demands (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). EBP encourages police departments to make decisions based on empirical data, making the police force more accountable to the public.
[bookmark: _Toc134217391]Criminological Theories Underpinning Evidence-Based Policing
Evidence-based policing (EBP) incorporates several criminological ideas to address the root causes of criminal behaviour.
The rational choice theory states that before taking any action, even breaking the law, people consider the pros and cons (Paternoster and Pogarsky, 2019). This indicates that law enforcement may reduce criminal activity from an EBP standpoint by making the illicit activity less appealing and more difficult to participate in. By increasing the likelihood of being caught, targeted patrols in high-crime areas may deter would-be criminals. EBP seeks to reduce crime by making the dangers associated with illegal action less alluring than the possible advantages by evaluating and influencing the decision-making process of would-be criminals.
Criminals will be less likely to commit crimes if they know there will be repercussions for their conduct, according to the principle of deterrence (Tomlinson, 2016). Evidence-based practice (EBP) implements this idea by giving priority to treatments that make punishments more regular, fast, and severe for specific offences. To this end, "hot-spot policing," in which police pay special attention to regions with high crime rates, and "focused deterrence," in which officers engage in dialogue with community members and social service providers to address the root reasons for criminal behaviour, may be useful. EBP aims to reduce criminal behaviour by boosting the probabilities of and harshness of punishments.
The purpose of problem-oriented policing is to investigate and treat the root problems that lead to an increase in criminal activity and social unrest. Evidence-based practice (EBP) bolsters this hypothesis by using data-driven ways to identify issues and deliver individualized treatments (Braga and Weisburd, 2016). To combat drug abuse, mental illness, and extreme poverty, police departments may partner with community groups. Identifying and addressing the reasons for criminal behaviour may help decrease crime and boost community safety.
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Miniature video recorders that may be worn on the body, known as body-worn cameras (BWCs), have quickly become an indispensable accessory for today's police forces. If employed effectively, cameras with the capacity to capture both sound and video could give an objective account of encounters between police officers and members of the public (Sherman et al., 2023). 
Evidence-based policing makes use of body-worn cameras (BWCs) to increase officer transparency and responsibility. By providing a realistic image of police-citizen interactions and encouraging staff to adhere to established rules, BWCs increase public confidence in law enforcement, as stated by Nawaz and Tankebe (2018). BWCs may boost public trust in the legal system because they provide an impartial record of incidents for which both police and people may be held liable.
BWCs have an important place in evidence-based practice (EBP) in addition to their application in criminal prosecutions and investigations. The devices' ability to record unbiased video increases the likelihood that this evidence will be admissible in court (Sherman et al., 2023). When witness evidence is unclear or contradictory, having access to BWC film may allow for a more objective assessment of what occurred. A more impartial criminal justice system may be possible with the help of trustworthy evidence supplied by BWCs.
When BWCs are present, confrontations between police and the public are less likely to escalate into violence. The public and the police may both be more self-aware and less likely to act improperly in the face of these cameras. As a consequence, police would be able to use less force and brutality, and more people would feel comfortable coming forward with complaints. People may be more respectful of one another and open to working together if they know their conversations are being recorded.
Finally, BWCs are a fantastic resource for training and assessing police performance in evidence-based policing. Police forces may use these recordings for training purposes and to spot problem areas. Opportunities for officers to put their training and knowledge to the test in realistic settings may increase their efficiency on the job. Police departments may benefit from continuous improvement and evidence-based decision-making when they utilize BWC films to evaluate the efficacy of their methods and initiatives (Drover and Ariel, 2015).
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Body-worn cameras (BWCs) have become increasingly popular among police enforcement agencies due to their accountability, transparency, and evidence-gathering benefits (Richardson, 2023). Due to their ethics and weaknesses, BWCs are difficult to execute. 
BWCs boost police transparency and accountability. BWCs record police-citizen interactions objectively, boosting public trust in law enforcement and encouraging officers to follow procedures (Miranda, 2022). Police-community interactions may improve with increased transparency.
BWCs help improve evidence collection. These devices' objective audio and video recordings may strengthen legal evidence. Better evidence collection and prosecutions may help victims and their families since justice.
BWCs reduce tensions and deter violence. Police and bystanders may behave better with these cameras watching. This may reduce police brutality, citizen complaints, and the use of force (Saulnier et al., 2022).
Finally, BWCs aid training and assessment. Police may review footage to improve training. This might improve police operations and future contacts.
BWCs have pros and cons. Technical difficulties like faulty devices or low batteries might compromise evidence collection. BWCs' video may also be prejudiced since it does not provide all important event facts or opinions.
The high initial and ongoing costs of BWCs provide a potential financial and resource challenge for law enforcement organisations. Due to their high cost, certain agencies may be unable to implement BWCs (Miranda, 2022).
There are ethical concerns with BWCs. By obtaining private or sensitive information, BWCs may violate users' privacy (Saulnier et al., 2022). Privacy concerns must be taken into account when making police data public.
BWCs may impair officers' judgment, making them overly cautious or risk-averse. Police would be slower to react to risky situations, endangering the public (Morrow et al., 2016).
Last but not least, it might be difficult to know which BWC videos should be released and why. Transparency vs privacy against film misuse is a tradeoff that law enforcement and politicians must weigh.
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Officers are increasingly turning to body-worn cameras (BWCs) to help them respond more effectively to situations like domestic violence. This technology may help with both the collection of evidence and the prosecution of criminals (Ariel, 2016). The advantages and drawbacks of employing BWCs in domestic violence cases will be weighed, taking into account the potential impact on victims, offenders, and the criminal justice system.
One of the greatest benefits of BWCs in cases of domestic violence is their ability to corroborate victim testimony. It may be difficult for victims of domestic violence to collect evidence of their abuse since physical injuries are not always there and witnesses might be hard to locate. By presenting objective evidence that verifies victim accounts, BWC footage may boost the likelihood of successful prosecutions (Richardson, 2023). Having evidence to back up their claims might give victims the courage to come forward and report abuse.
BWCs may also be used to capture the emotions of domestic violence victims immediately after an incident has taken place. Morrow et al. (2016) suggests that audio and video recordings of victims' responses to traumatic situations may be useful evidence in court. Judges and legislators may come up with better punishments and intervention measures if they took into account the victim's perspective on the intensity and impact of the abuse.
In addition, BWCs could help monitor illegal activities. Restraining orders, obligatory treatment, and other court mandates may be enforced with the use of video proof, as can patterns of abusive behaviour (Nawaz and Tankebe, 2018). Data like these may be crucial for offender management and rehabilitation programs to use in figuring out how to best protect victims and reduce the chance of recidivism.
Others, however, are concerned that BWCs are being misused in cases of domestic violence, despite their benefits. For instance, the victim's right to confidentiality might be invaded. Vakhitova et al. (2023) notes that BWCs have the potential to record victims' private discussions at home, making victims feel uneasy and discouraging them from seeking help. Law enforcement agencies must grasp the difficult balancing act of protecting victims' privacy while still collecting evidence.
The hesitancy of victims to use BWCs is another problem in cases of domestic violence. When victims know their communications with law enforcement will be recorded, they may be less likely to comply out of fear of retaliation from their abuser or the exposure of their private lives (Mazerolle et al., 2018). This reluctance may hinder investigations and prosecutions of domestic violence cases, placing victims at risk. Law enforcement may best address this issue by gaining the trust of victims by demonstrating the benefits of BWCs and addressing any concerns those individuals may have regarding their use.


[bookmark: _Toc134217395]Conclusion
The use of body cameras has become widespread in evidence-based policing as a result of the numerous advantages associated with transparency, justice, and accountability. However, its application in delicate circumstances, such as those involving domestic violence, raises ethical and legal concerns that need to be addressed. The ongoing use of body-worn cameras by law enforcement agencies highlights the necessity of finding solutions to these problems while simultaneously maximizing the positive impact that this technology has on police operations and public safety. A compromise between upholding the law and protecting its citizens' rights must be reached before BWCs can be a useful tool for evidence-based policing. Law enforcement agencies must make decisions based on data, carry out thorough assessments, and continue to be dedicated to lifelong learning if they are to maximize the use of BWCs.
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