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Article 11, Education – Every child shall have the right to education (1990).
This is what the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the child states along with section three, part a – provide free and compulsory basic education. There are seven sections to article 11 stating how education will be accessible for all and also encouraging regular attendance for all, but how far is article 11 from the truth in the less fortunate countries?
 In Uganda, there is an enormous financial barrier in education for many families, however this is not including the insufficient funding many of the schools are facing. Many families have the extra burden and have to pay school fees, text books, uniforms and any other supplies they may need for school even though ‘every child has a right to education’ the government are not ‘providing a free and compulsory basic education’, it is because of this expense many families may not or cannot afford to pay for these supplies which in turn contradicts that education will be accessible for all and encourages regular attendance as many children will either not attend at all, or may start to attend and then drop out soon after as the cost builds up and becomes unsustainable. This is then followed closely by insufficient funding for public schools, this has to be one of the greatest barriers as this has a knock on affect where families then have to pay for resources. In Uganda, it is recommended that all public schools receive twenty percent of the government national budget for education, however in 2019 only ten percent was allocated. This adds on many more hidden costs to parents including transportation and other miscellaneous fees, all of these combined simply make accessing education impossible for many poverty stricken families (Wooldridge,2023). With the budgets so tight and no other source of financial aid many of the schools in the area are varied, some settings are buildings with a desk available for each pupil and others are a designated spot outside with perhaps a tree or two for shelter from the sun. These budgets also affect staffing as many cannot afford to pay the teachers as well as many teachers preferring and choosing to work in urban areas, this shortage also affects the children’s education as it acts as another barrier to them accessing the learning they are fully entitled to have.
For the children that do attend school although they may start between eight and nine, they have very busy lives before and after school as they have chores to do beforehand, these can range from slightly lighter chose such as tending to the land, to heavier more strenuous chores such as fetching water which could be a few miles away from home. Once the children have finished their chores they make their journey to school, and finish around five in the evening where they then have to travel home and before resting may need to carry out their chores similar to the morning, complete any homework that may have been set and help their families with any tasks before they get to rest, only to repeat this process the following day. 
Many girls miss out on education, particularly after the Covid-19 pandemic, although this was also the case prior to the pandemic. Prior to the pandemic many girls were affected by teenage pregnancy or early marriage as they are sold off to become wives at a young age, they do not have the opportunity to return to education as they have to perform other duties. Unfortunately, Covid-19 has escalated this as the schools and businesses shut down and families lost income, this was the only way families with daughters could have some kind of financial income (Osbert et al, 2023).
Child poverty has had an enormous effect on children’s education in Uganda with approximately fifty eight percent of children between the ages of five and eleven are forced to work. This daily work interferes greatly with their school work as they are forced to perform work that can be mentally, physically and socially draining, but it can also be morally dangerous and harmful (2023). Child labour comes in many forms, and in Uganda this can be found in so many sectors, the main one being agriculture, this is where the world really does need to stop and think not only about what they are consuming, but where does it come from and not how – but who completes the harvest of sugarcane, rice, tea coffee, and tobacco, and then there is livestock that needs tending to and fishing, not only for them to eat but also to export.
The agriculture sector, although being hard and tough going from day to day for these children it may be the lesser demanding of the sectors, as others include gold mining, sand mining and stone quarrying these types of work are going to have an enormous physical and mental toll on the health of these young children, they are still developing and their bodies and minds are not designed for this type of labour. Other children are also sent to construction, domestic services and commercial sexual exploitation. (2023). In 2024 no child or young person should be subjected to any of these sector, they should be in school, learning, having fun with their friends – having a happy fulfilling childhood with opportunities to grow and follow their dreams.
By 2025, the Netherlands want child labour to be completely eliminated. Suzanne Laszlo – the director of United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) Nederland has said 
“Child Labour is a human rights violation, it denies children the right to an education, exposes them to exploitation and causes poverty to persist. Governments, businesses and local communities worldwide share responsibility for preventing child labour. Child labour is a worldwide problem, calling for a global solution through cooperation between countries. To eliminate all forms of child labour, we need to gear up at every level” (Laszlo,2021).
Seven out of ten children in rural areas are child labourers, and the figures show that more boys are child labourers than girls, this would be mainly due to the heavy work involved, however what is not shown in the figures are the household chores that are performed daily, and this can add up to 25 hours a week minimum, if these figures were shown then the gap in the figures would be much smaller between the boys and girls. With these figures showing a large percentage in child labour and UNICEF’s plan to eliminate child labour, how do they intend to do so? 
UNICEF are currently working with governments and international organisations to enact legislation to end child labour. UNICEF are also looking into funding for a social provision for all families that is similar to child benefit and education. Businesses worldwide must also play their role in ending child labour, allowing adults to earn a respectable living wage so families no longer rely on their children to do so. The adults can work without worrying financially and the children can go to school, have an education and enjoy being children (2021).
The Children of Uganda, child protection policy April 2017, is framed by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The policy is there to help promote children’s holistic development and aims to strengthen family and community systems that support child protection and well-being (2017). The Children of Uganda understands that each country has its own legal system with policies and standards, however, The Children of Uganda policy should be implemented in accordance to the laws of Uganda. One key policy in common with the Uganda National Child Policy is not only to end child labour, but to put an end to sexual exploitation involving children – any child under the age of eighteen. Sexual exploitation includes a number of categories including sexual abuse from staff and people that children should have trust in, to sexual activity with children and exchanging money, goods, or favours for sex. Child marriage is also high up in this category as four in ten girls are at risk. These girls are forced into marriage, have to endure teenage pregnancy, and female genital mutilation is not excluded from what these girls have to endure and the Uganda National Child Policy is there to put an end to this and to eradicate child labour completely (2017). 
The Children of Uganda promotes gender equality so both boys and girls will receive an education that is fair, consistent and good quality, whilst the Uganda Nation Child Policy recognises why education is denied to some children, missed by others due to ‘work and chores’ or because families are living in poverty – unable to afford to send their children to school, pay for books, equipment and so on. Their mission is to ‘promote the realisation of all children’s rights to survival, education and development, protection and participation through a coordinated comprehensive interdisciplinary and multi-sectoral approach (2020). This policy is aiming to provide free access to education for all children, enabling and promoting access for children with learning difficulties or disability and making education inclusive for all. This policy also links in with what UNICEF want and are working towards to achieve, which shows that the Uganda government are working with and alongside other agencies and charities to achieve the same outcome of allowing all children access to education as well as working towards eradicating child labour as the Uganda National Child policy states that protection rights require that children are safeguarded against all forms of abuse, neglect and exploitation. This covers issues from special care for refugee children, torture, abuse, child labour, drug abuse and sexual exploitation. 
In the year 2024, we are one year away from the proposed eradication of child labour, what does the educational setting look like for children and young people in Uganda today? According to an article in Leadership Magazine the crisis is still as significant today as it was twenty to thirty years ago as forty percent of children between the ages of five and seventeen years old were engaging with child labour in 2021, and in 2024 this is still being witnessed on the streets of Uganda. Also in 2024, gender is still plays a part with girls missing out on education as they are being forced into domestic roles, whilst boys are missing out on education as they are working to help support their families. However, it is also fair to say that in the last twenty years there has been an increase in enrolment for education, although as much as there has been an increase, the drop out figures speak for themselves with forty five percent being primary drop out and thirty percent being secondary dropout. Also in 2024, there is still a shortage of teachers, which is still being caused by low wages and unacceptable working conditions, so the quality of learning is below par for the pupils and students who are fortunate to attend school. The buildings and settings are still inadequate and are in disrepair, some schools do not have working facilities and some do not have buildings so are still being taught outside under a tree for shelter from the sun. 
There has been a reform in the curriculum which is looking at prioritising practical skills, critical thinking, digital literacy, gender equality in education, community empowerment and inclusive education (Lamuni, 2024) and all of these are positive steps forward from recent years. A little too slowly, but a holistic learning eco system is developing. The curriculum in Uganda is also changing for secondary students with a lot of controversy and anger from students, parents and teachers as well as some members of the Uganda parliament. The new curriculum could cause many students to drop out of school as the changes could mean that they may not receive their certificates and qualification at the end of their courses and exams because of the crossover from old to new, there is also an issue of many teachers not having the training for the new curriculum and how to deliver it in school in time as it is rolled out throughout Uganda. This again leaves the students to be at a disadvantage (Nuwamanya, 2023). However, on the Parliament of the Republic of Uganda website, Hon Faith Nakut (NRM, Napak District Woman MP) suggested that in the absence of a transition plan for the learners, certificates equivalent to the A level should be awarded (Pnabyama, 2023). By implementing this and allowing students to be awarded the equivalent qualification the students are more likely to stay in education and it will not – or should not affect their mental health as it would have done if they had to re-sit the year to gain their certificates and qualifications. This new curriculum is also based more on competence learning, Children will learn more and spend more time in the community within society as it is believed that learners will also learn more as they pick up new skills.  
UNICEF are continuing to work with children and young people in Uganda with their goals to eliminate child labour and provide education by 2025 still in sight, they are currently supporting thirty poorly performing districts. UNICEF are repairing and building schools which is allowing children to access good quality education as well as helping to plan and deliver good quality education in district and regional levels. As UNICEF continue to deliver this they are also effectively communicating and aiding the Uganda government to deliver education at all levels in a positive manner, at the same time as they continue to deliver education, partnerships are strengthened between all parties involved in both the regional and district levels. All parties have the same level of understanding and the same aim and that is to provide good quality education to all of the children of Uganda. Both parents and educational staff will share positive communication as UNICEF improve and increase much needed high quality services in many communities. Teachers have had and will continue to receive good quality training and support whist they deliver literacy and numeracy tasks (ND). All of this work, time and money UNICEF are giving and continue to deliver to countries such as Uganda and many more is a positive step forward to helping children receive and complete a good quality and full education, as well as helping communities move away from using children and young people under the age of eighteen as child labours, UNICEF will not leave the countries to fend for themselves once they have accomplished what they have wanted to achieve. UNICEF will not leave the schools once everything is in place and staff have received their training and the curriculum is being taught effectively, UNICEF will ensure that all schools are fully supported with regular reviews, all staff have regular and up to date training delivered, and schools are aiming to become successful in delivering a fully inclusive education, strengthening the education system for all schools to succeed and allowing every child and young person including those with addition learning needs and disabilities the opportunity to success on their educational path to the best of their ability. 
The results that are expected to happen with these positive changes are that four hundred thousand girls will gain and benefit from receiving a critical literacy life skill with seventy five percent of girls achieving the minimum level of literacy skill, whilst the boys are also estimated at four hundred thousand to gain and benefit from receiving a critical life skill in literacy as seventy five percent are expected to achieve the minimum level of literacy skill (ND). If these targets are met, this will have an enormous positive impact and is not a positive step but a positive leap forward for children and young people in Uganda, those that may not be in education will see that it is possible to learn and achieve something if they attend school, and for the children in school they will see that if they keep going with it and do not give up they can achieve and gain qualifications, and this will give them hope for their future and will help to guide them to their chosen path and career – whatever that may be, they will see nothing is impossible. 
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